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2 AFC Asian Champions League 


Mighty Mariners bruise Beijing 


Central Coast Mariners’ hopes of 
advancing to the knockout phase 
of the AFC Champions League 
for a second successive season 
received a significant boost on 
Tuesday, with Phil Moss’s men 
triumphing 1-0 over Beijing 
Guoan in Gosford. 

Marcel Seip’s stunning 74th min- 
ute volley from Kim Seung-yong’s 
precise pass lifted the Mariners 
from fourth to first place in Group 
F of Asia’s premier club competi- 
tion, one point ahead of Japan’s 
Sanfrecce Hiroshima and Korea’s 
FC Seoul who drew 2-2 in Korea 
later in the evening. 

Beijing Guoan are also on five 
points after four matchdays of the 
elite competition, meaning the 
Mariners’ next home clash against 
FC Seoul on Wednesday 16 April 
will go some way to deciding 
whether the yellow and navy ulti- 
mately advance to the round of 16 
again. 

At worst, the team from the New 
South Wales Central Coast will be 
alive on the sixth and final match- 
day later this month when they 
travel to Japan to play Sanfrecce 
Hiroshima at the Big Arch Stadium 
on Wednesday 23 April. 

Indeed, Dutchman Seip had yet 
to register a goal for the yellow 
and navy before Tuesday’s match 
between the Mariners and Guoan, 
but the defender picked the perfect 
moment to etch his name on the 
scoresheet for the first time. 

After a period of intense pressure 
inside the Beijing box, the former 
VVV Venlo player showed immac- 
ulate technique and all his experi- 
ence to thunder his strike beyond 
Chinese custodian Yang Zhi after 
Korean Kim had dinked a ball in 
his direction. 

Seip’s goal 16 minutes from full 
time came after the Mariners, and 
goalkeeper Liam Reddy especially, 
repelled the best advances of Gre- 
gorio Manzano’s men. 

Just before half time the man 
known as ‘Rocket’ to his team- 


mates spectacularly denied attacker 
Shao Jiayi, as he leapt to his left and 
blocked with his right arm when it 
seemed certain Beijing were about 
to break the deadlock. 

And, Reddy was at his brilliant best 
again in the second half as he dived 
to his right to push Zhang Xinxin’s 
penalty effort away for a corner 
after Brent Griffiths had brought 
down Guoan gun Joffre Guerron 
inside the area. 

Reddy’s heroics from Xinxin’s 
spot-kick appeared to inspire the 
yellow and navy who would push 
on to net the game’s only goal five 
minutes later. 

The Mariners might have net- 
ted more goals in the fixture, with 
sound opportunities falling the 
way of Kim and Bernie [bini in the 
first 45 and the home team looking 
dangerous after Seip’s scintillating 
strike. 

But one was enough for the home 
team, and following the contest 
Central Coast boss Moss said his 


Joffre Guerron of Beijing Guoan is tack- 
led by John Hutchinson of the Mariners. 


side deserved their win. 

“Certainly I am very happy with 
the result but I think it definitely 
would have been three points that 
got away, or two if it ended up in 
a draw, because I thought first half 
we were very dominant and we 
created a lot of chances,” Moss 
said. 

“We had every base covered and 
the boys really went out tonight 
and stuck to the game plan, and 
it’s a credit to the players because 
they’re the ones that go out there, 
do the hard yards and make ev- 
eryone on the Central Coast really 
proud.” 

The former Manly United mentor 
also revealed that Reddy’s penalty 
save had come after some detailed 
analysis by his coaching staff. 

“Rocket really earned his money 
tonight with two fantastic saves, 
the first one just before half time 
and then the penalty save,” he 
said. 

“Credit to John Crawley, our 


goalkeeper coach. He analysed 
their penalty takers and he showed 
Rocket some footage before the 
game and that basically came 
down to the save because Rocket 
picked the same way. 

“That’s a big part of coaching 
when you can get those big mo- 
ments right, so credit to ‘JC’ and 
also to Rocket,” he said. 

Central Coast Mariners will travel 
to Western Australia on Friday 
ahead of Saturday’s Hyundai A- 
League round 26 clash with Perth 
Glory. 

With yet another Hyundai A- 
League Finals Series appearance 
assured, the yellow and navy will 
be aiming for maximum points 
again in the league to ensure they 
consolidate their spot in second 
place in Australia’s top flight 
against the purple-whites. 


Esteghlal kept their AFC Cham- 
pions League hopes alive with a 
surprise 1-0 win over Al Jazira, 


who missed a chance to qualify 
from Group A. 

The UAE Pro-League outfit could 
have booked their spot in the round 
of 16 had they triumphed at the 
Mohammed Bin Zayed Stadium 
on Wednesday, but the Iranians 
had other ideas. 

Mohammad Ghazi Najafabadi’s 
goal 20 minutes from time moved 
Esteghlal to within three points of 
their hosts, who lost for the first 
time in a group now led by Al Sha- 
bab. 

The Saudi Arabians were 2-0 win- 

ners at Al Rayyan, with Essa Al 
Mehyani and Hassan Muath Fal- 
latah on the scoreseet as the Qatari 
outfit slumped to a third defeat in 
four games. 

Reigning champions Guangzhou 
Evergrande suffered a first loss in 
the competition, going down 1-0 
versus Jeonbuk Motors in Group 
G. 

Jung Hyuk’s second-half dismiss- 
al looked set to scupper the hosts’ 
chances, but Leonardo’s strike 14 
minutes from time sealed three 
crucial points for the South Kore- 
ans. 

Melbourne Victory squandered 
the opportunity to move level with 
Jeonbuk and Guangzhou on seven 
points as they fell to a 3-2 defeat at 
Yokohama F Marinos. 

Group E remains wide open as 
Pohang Steelers triumphed 4-2 at 
Shandong Luneng. Ko Mu-Yeol, 
Kim Tae-Su’s penalty, Kim Seung- 
Dae and Liu Binbin’s own goal put 
the Korean outfit into a 4-0 lead. 

The Chinese side mounted a mini 
recovery thanks to strikes in the 
closing stages from Du Wei and 
Han Peng, but it was not enough. 

However, they remain ahead of 
Cerezo Osaka due to a better head- 
to-head record over the Japanese 
outfit, with the two set for a po- 
tentially decisive showdown in a 
fortnight. 


ACL Details 


Group F 

PWDLFADP 
1 Central Coast 420245-16 
2 Sanfrecce Hiro 4 1 2 16 6 +0 5 
3 Seoul A 28) Berl 
4 Beijing Guoan 412144+05 
Mariners 1 - 0 Beijing Guoan 
Seoul 2 - 2 Sanfrecce Hiro... 
Group G 

PWDLFADP 
1 GuangzhouE 4211 8 5+37 
2 Jeonbuk Motors 4 2 1 1 7 5+27 
3 Melb Victory 4112 79-24 
4 Yokohama 4112 47-34 


Jeonbuk Motors 1 - 0 Guangzhou 


Yokohama 3 - 2 Melb Victory 
Group H 

PWDLFADP 
1 Ulsan AD Wd UV a2 i 
2Wanderers 420245-16 
3 Kawasaki 420234-16 
4 Guizhou Renhe 4 1 1 2 4 4+0 4 


Kawasaki 2 - 1 Wanderers 
Guizhou Renhe 3 - 1 Ulsan 


Next Round 


Tues 15th April 
Melb Victory v Guang- 
zhou Evergrande 
KO 7.30pm 


Tues 15th April 
Ulsan v Wanderers 


Wed 16th April 
Mariners v Seoul 
KO 7.30pm 


Cerezo’s situation could have 
been worse, but a double from 
Tatsuya Yamashita earned a come- 
from-behind 2-2 draw at Buriram 
United. 

Elsewhere, in Group C AI Ittihad 
jumped to second place as a dou- 
ble from Abdulfattah Asiri guided 
the Saudi side to a 3-1 win over 
Qatari team Lekhwiya. 
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Adelaide is where the heart is 


Adelaide United coach Josep 
Gombau is surprised by recent 
media speculation on his future 
and wants the Reds supporters 
to know he is confident it’s here 
in Adelaide. 

“For me everything here in Ad- 
elaide is very good. I don’t have 
reason to speak to any other club. 
Any other club has not approached 
me. Melbourne Heart has appoint- 
ed John van’t Schip for three more 
years and he deserves it because he 
is doing a very good job and they 
are playing good football. For me 
it is a little disrespectful to John to 
say that his club approached this 
coach or another coach”, Gombau 
said. 

Gombau coming to the end of 
the first year of a two-year deal 
is more focused on the remaining 
games of the season and is confi- 
dent that his future will see him 
here in Adelaide for a few more 
years yet. 

“The club is speaking with me 
about an extension and I am sure 
we will come to an agreement to 
stay here in Adelaide for a longer 
time but now is the time to con- 
centrate on the team. We have two 
very important games still to play 
and then we hope also some games 


in the finals to finish as high on the 
table as possible”. 

The Reds coach also said that his 
job was made easier by the play- 
ers’ attitude and commitment to 
his philosophy and of the support 
staff around him. 

“The players have been amazing. 


They have been working so hard 
all year from the beginning and 
now they can see the results are 
coming because of their efforts. 
Also the other coaches and staff 
everybody in the football depart- 
ment is doing their jobs well to 
help the team”, he said. 


One thing all Reds fans can be 
sure of is that Josep will ensure the 
players will keep giving their best 
efforts every game starting with 
this Friday night’s game against 
Melbourne Heart. 
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A-League All-Stars 
Voting Now Open 


Fan voting opened this week for 
the selection of the Head Coach 

of the 2014 FOXTEL A-League All 
Stars for the showdown against 
European giants Juventus FC 

Until Sunday 6 April, fans will have 
their say on which of the current 10 
coaches in the Hyundai A-League 
should be given the top job for 

the All Stars match on Sunday 10 
August at ANZ Stadium, Sydney. 
Juventus FC are on the cusp of 
claiming the 2013/14 Serie A title 
and have more than a dozen stars 
who will be on show at the 2014 
FIFA World Cup in Brazil. 

Voting is open via www.a- 
leagueallstars.com.au/coachvote 


Corrections to feature on 
Asian Cup 2015 Draw in last 


week’s issue of GW 

In this article we inadvertently got the 
photo captions for relevant coaches of 
Australia’s Group A opponents 

Kuwait and Oman the wrong way 
around. Apologies to Jorvan Vieira and 
Paul Le Guen, their respective teams 
and nations. 

Also, the exclusive quotes were from 
interviews by GW regular features 
writer Pablo Bateson. 


ASIA CUP FROM $40 A FAMILY 


Family-friendly ticket prices will 
enable kids to watch Asia’s best 
footballers next summer for as lit- 
tle as $5, and families of four from 
just $40, at Australia’s biggest ever 
football tournament, AFC Asian 
Cup Australia 2015. 

Other highlights of the ticket prices, 
announced on Wednesday, include: 

¢ Opening ceremony and Australia v 
Kuwait match from $69 per adult 

° Other Socceroos group matches 
from $49 per adult 

° Quarter-finals from $29 per adult 
° Semi-finals from $49 per adult 

° Final from $79 per adult 


No ticket will cost more than $149 
—and that’s for the best seats in the 
house when the Socceroos kick off 
Asia’s biggest football tournament 
against Kuwait in Melbourne on 
January 9, and for top seats at the fi- 
nal at Sydney’s Stadium Australia on 
January 31. 

“At the height of summer, with 
school holidays in full swing, and 
with such attractive prices, we look 
forward to welcoming tens of thou- 
sands of Australian families — not just 
those inside the traditional football 
family,” said Michael Brown, CEO 
of the tournament’s Local Organising 
Committee. 

“This will be a festival of football 
never seen before in Australia, fea- 
turing our own Socceroos battling 
the best 16 teams in Asia, including 
Asia’s three other World Cup finalists 
in Japan, South Korea and Iran. 

“We have deliberately kept prices 
affordable for families and those in 
multicultural communities who will 
be keen to attend multiple matches.” 

Venue packs offer football fans 
discounts to attend every match in 
each of the five host cities — Sydney, 
Melbourne, Brisbane, Canberra and 


Newcastle. 

Venue packs start from $99 for all 
four matches in Newcastle, including 
a semi-final and the third place play- 
off, $109 for all seven matches in 
Canberra, $139 for all seven matches 
in Brisbane, $159 for all seven games 
in Melbourne and $229 for all seven 
matches in Sydney, which includes 
one semi and the final. 

Even the most expensive Category 
One tickets offer tremendous value - 
$149 for the final, $149 for the open- 
ing match, $99 for other Socceroos 
group matches, $99 for a semi-final, 
$69 for a quarter-final and $30 for a 
non-Socceroos group match. 

Kids and concession holders can 
watch the final for just $39.50, semi- 
finals for $24.50, quarter-finals for 
$14.50 and non-Socceroos group 
matches for just $5. 

Tickets will go on sale in two peri- 
ods. 

The first phase is for venue packs 
on May 7 for the football family and 
May 19 for the general public. 

The second phase is for individual 
tickets on June 3 for the football 
family and June 10 for the general 
public. 

The AFC Asian Cup is Asia’s biggest 
football competition and was estab- 
lished in 1956. 

Fifteen nations have already quali- 
fied — Australia as hosts, defending 
champions Japan, Korea Republic 
and 2012 AFC Challenge Cup win- 
ners DPR Korea, along with Bahrain, 
China, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates and Uzbekistan. 
The final spot will go to the winner of 
the AFC Challenge Cup for emerging 
nations in May. 

The tournament is being financially 
supported by the Australian Govern- 
ment and the NSW, Victorian, Queen- 
sland and ACT Governments. 


Nix Owner Vents Spleen Over Referees 


By Andre Zwan 


Wellington Phoenix are still fum- 
ing over Flash Ben Williams’s 
eight cards — including a Red — 
in the recent match against Me- 
bourne Heart. In fact Phoenix 
will blame Williams should they 
not make the play-offs. 

On the Phoenix website, co-owner 
Dr. Gareth Morgan did not hold 
back when he vented his spleen 
about the standard of refereeing in 
the A-League. 

He wrote:”’The admission from 
the FFA that referee Ben Williams 
totally stuffed the Phoenix versus 
Melbourne Heart game is just the 
latest instance in the A League 
where the referees are wrecking the 
integrity of the competition, totally 
ruining the fan experience and quite 
frankly making investment in clubs 
by the private sector questionable. 
“Who wants to invest to build a 
club when it’s random whether the 
club succeeds on the field or not? 
It’s not as though this is a first or 
isolated instance That the FFA ac- 
knowledges its referees make mis- 
takes and big ones that determine 
outcomes is enlightened. That it 
takes no action to rectify systemic 
inadequacy is not. 

“As any business manager knows 
when you detect dysfunction in 
your processes you first find out 
why and then you make system 
changes to prevent reoccurrences. 
Importantly, decent Boards know 
that human error must always be al- 
lowed for although of course train- 
ing staff is the key to minimising 


occurrences. 
“Referees are human so errors must 
be allowed for. But as other sports 
have illustrated many moons ago, 
the worst of these blunders can be 
corrected. 

“ Football is in the dark ages on this 
score and it’s an indictment of the 
administrators. 

“Whether it be tennis (Hawkeye), 
NRL and Super 15 (Video refs) or 
cricket (Third Umpire) other sports 
have moved with the times. FIFA 
is just awful in this regard, not 
helping the public perception that 
football is one of the most corrupt 


sports on the planet. 

“ FFA is in an ideal position to get 
on and show some leadership and 
respect for football fans who have 
to stomach this. An easy regime to 
begin with would be to enable the 
captains of each team two calls per 
match to have a referee’s decision 
or lack of a decision reviewed by 
a television assisted official. This 
way the match wouldn’t be slowed 
by incessant replays but clearly 
if it showed a pattern of endemic 
inadequacy, then the number of 
claims permitted per match would 
have to rise until referee accuracy 


improved. 

“Tt is no good everyone just calling 
for the referee’s head, this is a man- 
agement deficiency. The referee’s 
decision should not be determining 
the outcome of matches.The fans 
and the investors in the A League 
deserve better from the FFA, way 
better. Some leadership is needed if 
the integrity of adjudication in this 
competition is going to meet mini- 
mum expectations” 

Overall, one cannot but agree with 
Dr. Morgan.. 


Adidas 


SS 


Shop 4/1 1 Lonsdale St. Dandenong (03) 9794 5860 


Copa Mondial 


Nike Mercurial 
Victory 


" \\ Reusch 
\\ ] keeper 
% J gloves 


s < 
° < 
SCen rans © 


GUAL! WEERLY FRIDAY 41h APRIL 2014 
4 A-League | Round 25 


SCOREBOAR 


P W GD 


ROUND 
TWENTY 
FIVE 


Last 5 matches 


1 Brisbane Roar 40 16 
2 Central Coast Mariners 25 «11 
3 Western Sydney Wanderers 25 
A Adelaide United ZO 
© Melbourne Victory 20 
6 Sydney FC 20 


-3 
+4 


WWDWW 
WWWLW 
LWDLL 
WWDLW 
DLWWL 
DLDWL 


7 Newcastle Jets 20 
8 Wellington Phoenix 20 
9 Melbourne Heart 
10 Perth Glory 


— 
i) 
N NN OPW N N CO DOD WW! WD 


34 29 


Round 26 Fixture Venue 

Fri Apr 4 Adelaide United v Melbourne Heart Hindmarsh Stadium A-League Title 2013/14 

Sat Apr5 Newcastle Jets v Melbourne Victory Hunter Stadium Brisbane Roar 172 

Sat Apr5 West Sydney Wanderers v Brisbane Roar Parramatta Stadium Adelaide United 7.00 

Sat Apr5 Perth Glory v Central Coast Mariners NIB stadium Wanderers 7.00 

Sun Apr 6 Sydney FC v Wellington Phoenix Allianz Stadium Central Coast Mariners 7.00 
Melbourne Victory 10.00 

Round 27 Fixture Venue Local Sydney FC 19.00 

Fri Apr 11 Newcastle Jets v Adelaide United Hunter Stadium 7:30 PM Newcastle Jets — 19.00 

5:30 PM Wellington Phoenix 251.00 


Sat Apr 12 Wellington Phoenix v Melbourne Victory 
Sat Apr 12 Melbourne Heart v West Sydney Wanderers 
Sat Apr 12 Brisbane Roar v Central Coast Mariners 
Sun Apr 13 Sydney FC v Perth Glory 


Westpac Stadium 
AAMI Park 
Suncorp Stadium 
Allianz Stadium 


5:30 PM 
7:30 PM 
5:00 PM 


LWLWW 
LLDDL 
LLDLW 
WLLDL 


Perth Glory 2 (Marinkovic 84m, 
Harold 85m) 

Newcastle Jets 1 (Taggart 
61m) 


Wellington Phoenix 0 
Adelaide United 1 (Carrusca 
58p) 


Central Coast Mariners FC 2 
(Rose 32’, Ibini 90’) 

Western Sydney Wanderers 
FC 1 (Topor-Stanley 40’) 
Crowd: 13,157 @ Central Coast 
Stadium, Gosford 


Melbourne Victory 1 (Troisi 
63’) 

Sydney FC 1 (Chianese 48’) 
Crowd: 20,447@AAMI Park 


Brisbane Roar 2 (Dimitri Petra- 
tos 36’, Henrique 73’) 
Melbourne Heart 1 (Aziz 
Behich 18’) 

Crowd: 10, 101 @ Suncorp 
Stadium, Brisbane 


TOP GOAL SCORERS 


A. Taggart Newcastle 14 
B. Berisha Brisbane 11 
J. Troisi Mel Victory 11 
D. Williams Mel Heart 11 
S.Huysegems Wellington 10 
J. Neumann Adelaide Utd 9 
Cirio Adelaide Utd 8 
A. Del Piero Sydney 8 
Fabio Ferreira Adelaide Utd 8 
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Michael Theo 
Brisbane Roar 


Dimitri Petratos turned 
in a solid performance 
for Brisbane Roar. 
Michael Thwaite Photo: KEITH EIGELAND 
Perth Glory gee i ¥4 


Tarek Elrich 
Adelaide United 


Storm Roux 
Central Coast Mariners Matt Smith 


Brisbane Roar 


Matt McKay 
Brisbane Roar 


ate Mane: caearcaid GHRREE 
et Melbourne Victory 
Dimitri Petratos Adelaide United 
Brisbane Roar 


Chris Harold 
Perth Glory 


James Troisi 
Melbourne Victory 


The finals picture becomes even 
clearer as we draw closer to the 
end of the season, but a number 
of sides are still fighting for sec- 
ond spot and the added bonus of 
Champions League qualification. 
The Roar exhibited their Premier- 
ship credentials with a comeback 
win over the Heart, but a number of 
players impressed for their sides in 
games of varying quality. 


Michael Theo — Brisbane Roar 

The Roar showed signs of com- 
placency in the wake of securing 
the Premier’s plate last week, go- 
ing behind through an Aziz Behich 
strike. However, the determined 
effort of Michael Theo denied the 
visitors any chance of doubling 
their advantage, keeping the game 
close enough for a second half 
fightback. 


Storm Roux — Central Coast Mari- 
ners 

The young right back has been ro- 
tating with Marcel Seip amidst the 
Mariners’ ACL exertions and on 
Saturday he was at his energetic 
best. There were fears he may have 
left the field due to injury earlier in 
the match, but the New Zealand in- 
ternational was on hand in the 90th 
minute to set up Berni Ibini for the 
winning goal. 


Matt Smith — Brisbane Roar 

The Roar captain struggled to as- 
sert himself early as the Heart 
came racing out of the blocks, but 
he composed himself to first stem 
the flow of opposition attacks be- 
fore coming up with a delightful 
pass to set up Dimitri Petratos for 
the equaliser. 


Michael Thwaite — Perth Glory 
Much has been written about the 
potency of the Jets attack, but evi- 
dently Thwaite isn’t one to worry 
about hype. Unfortunately outnum- 
bered for Newcastle’s lone goal 
from Adam Taggart, Thwaite was 
colossal in the heart of defence in 
spite of William Gallas’ injury and 
helped his side in their bid to move 
off the bottom of the ladder. 


Tarek Elrich — Adelaide United 
Once again deployed on the left El- 
rich found no difficulties in bomb- 
ing forward with his electric pace, 
eventually producing the match- 
winning penalty for Marcelo Car- 
tusca to convert after being taken 
out by Andrew Durante. 


Mark Milligan — Melbourne Victory 

His side may not have won the 
points at AAMI Park but Milligan 
once again impressed in the middle 


of the park. The skipper lead by ex- 
ample with his tireless work in at- 
tack and defence, no more exempli- 
fied than his efforts in the lead up 
to the equalizer, closing down Ali 
Abbas to win the ball before releas- 
ing Gui Finkler to assist Troisi. 


Matt McKay — Brisbane Roar 

With his team down to ten men 
and the scores finely poised at one 
apiece, Matt McKay showed the 
true signs of a leader and went to 
work, constantly harrying the Heart 
midfielders to win possession and 
making supporting runs for his 
teammates. It was fitting that the 
Socceroos midfielder capped off 
his performance with an assist, 
picking out Henrique in the middle 
of the box for the winning goal. 


Marcelo Carrusca — Adelaide Utd 
The Reds struggled for their usual 
attacking fluidity in Wellington, 


but Carrusca, along with teammate 
Tarek Elrich, were keen to continue 
their side’s run of fine form. Link- 
ing up on the left side they made 
life difficult for right back Michael 
Boxall and that pressure eventually 
gave way to the winning goal, with 
Carrusca calmly dispatching his 
penalty after Elrich was brought 
down in the area. 


Dimitri Petratos — Brisbane Roar 

The young winger may fall prey 
to his inexperience at times, but as 
was the case on Friday it is often 
outweighed by his raw ability. The 
21 year-old made life difficult for 
left back Ben Garuccio with his 
pace and guile and calmly took his 
chance to score the equaliser just 
before half time, before finding an 
extra reserve of energy in the sec- 
ond half to help his side to victory. 


Compiled by 
Nick Amies 
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James Troisi — Melbourne Victory 
With the Socceroos attacking op- 
tions looking threadbare at present, 
Ange Postecoglu would be remiss 
not to consider James Troisi for the 
Brazil squad. His dynamic presence 
in the forward line created a myriad 
of problems for the Sydney defence 
throughout the evening and yielded 
a fine goal as the on-loan attacker 
finished from an acute angle. 


Chris Harold — Perth Glory 

History repeated itself at NIB Sta- 
dium as Harold yet again scored the 
winning goal for his side against 
the Newcastle Jets. Despite fading 
in and out of the action, Harold be- 
came increasingly persistent in his 
efforts to get on the scoresheet and 
finally made the breakthrough with 
four minutes remaining to give the 
Glory a valuable three points. 


Photos: KEITH EIGELAND 


el Heart 


MELBOURNE 


a. 


Match Details 


Brisbane Roar 2 (Dimitri Petratos 
36’, Henrique 73’) 

Melbourne Heart 1 (Aziz Behich 
18’) 

Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 
Referee: Chris Beath 

Crowd: 10, 101 


Brisbane Roar: 1. Michael Theo 
(Gk), 2. Matthew Smith (C), 7. Be- 
sart Berisha, 8. Steven Lustica, 11. 
Liam Miller (10. Henrique 70’), 13. 
Jade North, 17. Matthew Mckay, 19. 
Jack Hingert, 22. Thomas Broich, 
23. Dimitri Petratos 


Substitutes Not Used: 3. Shane 
Stefanutto, 15. James Donachie, 
16. Jean Carlos Solorzano, 20. Mat- 
thew Acton (Gk) 

Yellow Cards: Nil 

Red Cards: Besart Berisha 49’ 


Melbourne Heart: 3. Robbie Wie- 
laert (C) (6. Patrick Gerhardt 80’), 4. 
Orlando Engelaar (22. Nick Kalmar 
65’), 7. lain Ramsay (21. Stefan 
Mauk 75’), 8. Massimo Murdocca, 
15. David Williams, 16. Aziz Behich, 
17. Jason Hoffman, 19. Benjamin 
Garuccio, 20. Tando Velaphi (Gk), 
23. Mate Dugandzic, 24. Patrick 
Kisnorbo 


Substitutes Not Used: 1. Andrew 
Redmayne (Gk), 28. Paulo Retre 
Yellow Cards: Robbie Wielaert 53’, 
Stefan Mauk 90’ 

Red Cards: Nil 
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A ten-man Brisbane Roar outfit 
overcame Melbourne Heart 2-1 
to kick-off A-League Round 25 
on Friday night. 

Brisbane’s task of overcoming 
an early goal from Aziz Behich 
was made all the more difficult 
when firebrand striker Besart 
Berisha was shown a red card for 
an effort to win the ball in front 
of onrushing Heart keeper Tando 
Velaphi. 

Ultimately an Henrique effort 
midway through the second-half 
was enough for Brisbane to over- 
come Melbourne but the visitors 
could feel hard done by after an 
excellent opening forty-five. 

After welcoming the newly 
crowned Premiers to the pitch 
with a guard of honour Heart 
quickly set about making Bris- 
bane look lethargic in the open- 
ing stages. 

John van’t Schip’s side thought 
they had won a penalty with just 
34 seconds of the match gone 
when referee Chris Beath point- 
ed to the spot after Liam Miller 
pulled down Behich in the area, 
but he overturned the decision 
when he saw the offside flag 
raised. 

Brisbane’s deep-lying playmaker 
Luke Brattan was absent from the 
starting eleven for the first time in 
38 matches, and his side plainly 
lacked a defensive presence in 
midfield as Heart took control of 
the centre. 

The visitors continued to pile 
pressure on the Roar and Patrick 
Kisnorbo leapt highest to meet 
a free kick cross but his header 
crashed against the post. 

David Williams then had an ex- 
cellent opportunity in the ensuing 
scramble, however his shot from 
point blank range went straight at 
Michael Theo. 

Only two minutes later the visi- 
tors would take a deserved lead 


—_ 
Referee Chris Beath give Besart 
| Berisha his marching orders. 
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10 Tackles 

15 Total Shots 
467 Total Passes 
47.9% Possession 

3 Corners 

1 Offsides 

11 Fouls committed 


through Aziz Behich. The move 
began with former Roar stalwart 
Massimo Murdocca before Mate 
Dugandzic laid the ball off to Be- 
hich whom powered a shot into 
the net. 

With ten minutes remaining in 
the half the Premiers pulled level. 
Some clever work from Thomas 
Broich enabled Dimitri Petratos 
to find the ball before exchanging 
a pass with Matt Smith and send- 
ing his shot under Velaphi. 

Five minutes after the restart, the 
Roar was down to ten men after 
Berisha was sent off by referee 
Chris Beath for what was deemed 
as serious foul play. 
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The Albanian striker was put 
through on goal by well-timed 
pass from Liam Miller and after 
making contact with the ball, his 
foot also made contact with Heart 
goalkeeper Tando Velaphi. 

A distraught Berisha then made 
his way down the tunnel in tears 
and reportedly left the stadium 
shortly after. 

Berisha’s dismissal appeared to 
give Brisbane an extra spark to 
their play and the home side took 
the initiative when they had been 
on the back foot for almost the en- 
tirety of the first half. 

Mike Mulvey introduced Hen- 
rique in the 70th minute and 


ao Rescues Ten Man Roar 
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Melbourne Heart Keeper Tando Velaphi puts his body on 
the line as Besart Berisha inadvertently puts the boot in. 


within three minutes he would 
give Roar the lead. Petratos was 
involved once more, sending the 
ball wide to Matt McKay whose 
cross found Henrique, the Brazil- 
ian displaying pose and precision 
to curl his shot past Velaphi. 

Having taken the lead Brisbane 
would not relinquish it and with 
another three points secured went 
thirteen points clear at the top of 
the A-League. 

Berisha’s send off set a new 
mark in the A-League of three red 
cards in a single season and Mike 
Mulvey was quick to come to his 
players defence in the aftermath 
of the incident. 
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“T think it was the wrong deci- 
sion,” said Mulvey. 

“Bes has seen his chance, he’s 
lunged for the ball, he’s made 
contact with the ball, he’s at full 
stretch, what’s he supposed to do? 
Seriously? I’d be having a go at 
him if he didn’t go for it because 
that’s the chance of a goal.” 

Mulvey hinted that the firey for- 
ward’s reputation often landed 
him in trouble with referees, even 
if he wasn’t necessarily in the 
wrong. 

“It’s like flavour of the month 
at the moment; there’s Bes, let’s 
give him a red card,” he said. 


Henrique answers 
the Roar’s prayers 
with a late winner. 
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Match Details 


Wellington Phoenix 0 
Adelaide United 1 (Carrusca 
58p) 


Wellington Phoenix: 1.Glen 
Moss, 25.Shaun Timmins, 
22.Andrew Durante, 5.Michael 
Broxhall, 18.Ben Sigmund, 
2.Manny Muscat, 17.Vince Lia, 
9.Kenny Cunningham (24.Roy 
Krishna), 23.Matthew Ridenton 
(12.Tyler Boyd), 11.Jeremy 
Brockie, 10.Stie} Huysegems 
(21.Carlos Hernandez). 


Yellow Cards: Timmins, Du- 
rante, Muscat, Lia, Ridenton. 
Red cards: None 


Adelaide United: 1.Eugene 
Galekovic, 21.Tarek Elrich, 
5.0sama Malik, 3.Nigel 
Boogaard, 2.Michael Marrone, 
10.Marcelo Carrusca (32. 
Nathan Konstandopoulos), 
8.lsaias, 14.cameron Watson, 
22.Fabio Farriera (17.Awer 
Mabil), 18.Michael Zullo (23. 
Jordan Elsey), 11.Bruce Djite. 


Yellow cards: Marrone, Isaias, 
Djite. 
Red cards: None 


Gas 


ALL 


f | Catch LIVE updates of all the games and action pics on Goal! Weekly’s facebook & Twitter pages co 


Phoenix finals hopes hang by a thread 
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By Joe Gallagher . 


Wellington Phoenix’s season 
has reached breaking point and 
their finals hopes could be extin- 
guished by the end of this round. 

Ernie Merrick’s side sit four points 
outside the top six and will need to 
hope that results elsewhere in the 
A-League go their way if their bid 
to make the playoffs is to be suc- 
cessful. 

The Phoenix will have a keen eye 
on fixtures at AAMI Park and NIB 
Stadium this weekend but need 
to make sure of their end when 
Adelaide United come to town on 
Sunday afternoon. 

The Reds are one of three teams to 
knock five past the New Zealand- 
ers in the past month, joining Mel- 
bourne Heart and - most recently - 
Newcastle Jets as sides to dish out 
a thrashing agains the Phoenix. 

Merrick knows that all losses are 
losses, but results like that - not 
least three in two months - cannot 
be passed off as blips. Not even he 
who - justifiably - defended Wel- 
lington’s poor start to the season 
could describe the past few weeks 
as a speed bump. 

The results against the Jets, Heart 
and United have also put Wel- 
lington on the back foot in terms 
of goal difference, something that 
could just be crucial as the season 
approaches its climax. 

In truth, it would be unjust for 
the Phoenix to make the playoffs 
given the way they have performed 
this season. Despite a mid-season 
resurgence, Merrick’s side have 
struggled to break down their op- 
position all campaign, and when 
they have, they’ve failed to put 
away their chances. 

On the flip side, Josep Gombau’s 
squad could all but guarantee their 
spot in the finals with victory on 
Sunday. Though the Reds could 
still finish outside the six, they’ve 
not yet ruled out finishing in the top 
two, eying up the Western Sydney 
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Osama Malik (Adelaide Utd) slides in to 
lad | tackle Kenny Cunningham (Phoenix). 


Wanderers and a run at becoming 
regular season runners-up. 

Like their hosts this weekend, Ad- 
elaide’s mid-season surge has fad- 
ed of late, but they remain a threat 
to any defence with the likes of 
Sergio Cirio, Jeronimo Neumann 
and Fabio Ferreira (the trio have 
contributed 25 goals this term) in 
their ranks. 
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Tackles 


8 Total Shots 
315 Total Passes 
Possession 


42% 
Corners 
Offsides 


29 ~—«- Fouls committed 


What Wellington would do for 
such firepower - 10-goal hero Stein 
Huysegems has gone missing in 
recent weeks and his supply has 
clearly suffered from the ongoing 
absence of star Costa Rican mid- 
fielder Carlos Hernandez. 

Wellington’s backline will un- 
dergo yet another re-shuffle, with 


Ben Sigmund returning from sus- 
pension and Manny Muscat placed 
back into the midfield. 

It has been ‘must win’ territory for 
the Phoenix for a number of weeks 
but this week it’s critical. Failure 
to win on Sunday and Wellington 
will not feature in the post-season. 
Three points and they could be 
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Osama Malik gives chase 
to Carlos Hernandez. 
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back in the hunt. 

They end the season away at Syd- 
ney FC (a fellow playoff chaser) 
and by hosting the in-form Mel- 
bourne Victory. 

Adelaide United finish their cam- 
paign hosting Melbourne Heart be- 
fore rounding out the regular sea- 
son away at Newcastle Jets. 
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Match Details 


Melbourne Victory 1 (Troisi 
63’) 

Sydney FC 1 (Chianese 48’) 
20,447@AAMI Park 


Melbourne Victory: 
20.Lawreence Thomas, 
3.Adama Traore (25.Jason 
Geria), 24.Scotrt Gallaway, 
23.Adrian Leijer, 2.Pablo 
Contreras, 10.Archie Thompson, 
7.Guilherme Finkler, 9.Kosta 
Barbarouses (11.Connor Pain), 
5.Mark Milligan, 17.James 
Jeggo, 14.James Troisi. 


Yellow cards: Contreras, 
Jeggo. 


Red Cards: None 


Sydney FC: 20.Vedran 
janjetovic, 6.Nikola Petkovic, 
2.Sebastian Ryall, 13.Sasa Og- 
nenovski, 5.Matthew Jurman, 

17. Terry Antonis, 22.Ali Abbas, 
28.Matt Thompson (21.Milos 
Dimitrijevic), 16.Joel Chianese 
(9.Corey Gameiro), 11.Richard 
Garcia, 10.Alessandro Del Piero 


Yellow Cards: Abbas, Chianese 


Red Cards: None 
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Tackles 
14 Total Shots 
502 Total Passes 
56.5% Possession 
6 Corners 
4 Offsides 
1 Fouls committed 
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The Melbourne Victory and Syd- 
ney FC played out a pulsating 
1-1 in the Big Blue Derby on Sat- 
urday night at AAMI Park. 

Sydney’s Joel Chianese broke the 
deadlock 15 minutes into the sec- 
ond half before Victory’s James 
Troisi rescued the hosts with a goal 
of his own. 

Both sides were coming off disap- 
pointing results the previous week- 
end, with Sydney comprehensively 
beaten by Adelaide 3-1 and the 
Victory losing 1-0 to the Brisbane 
Roar. 
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Man of the Match 
Mark Milligan (Victory) 
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Kevin Muscat sprang a surprise 
by leaving out Socceroo hopeful 
Tom Rogic, citing the need for the 
youngster to rest. 

As for Frank Farina and his Sydney 
troops, he had a full team to choose 
from and put out his best line-up. 
The game started at a frantic pace, 
but there were not clear-cut oppor- 
tunities until a half-a-hour in when 
Victory ‘keeper Lawrence Thomas 
palmed away Matt Thompson’s 
curling strike. 

It was then Victory’s turn to miss 
a chance when Kosta Barbarouses 
saw his shot miss past the post. 

Sydney had claims for a penalty, 


0-1 Joel Chianese is on hand to slot home 
from close range and SFC draw first blood. 
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when an Alessandro Del Piero free 
kick looked to have struck Victory 
defender Scott Galloway’s hand. 

However the referee didn’t see the 
incident and waved play-on. 

The game finally got the goal it 
craved in the second half when 
Thomas could only deflect Ali Ab- 
bas’ low shot into the path of Joel 
Chianese, who finished the goal 
with ease. 

After that the Victory became more 
frantic and almost scored but Nikola 
Petkovic headed off the ball off the 
line after a goalmouth scramble. 
Finally, the hosts’ pressure paid off 
when it equalised thanks to a fine 


Gui Finkler and 
Richard Garcia 
go toe-to-toe. 
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finish by Troisi. 

After Mark Milligan robbed the 
ball from Abbas he played it right 
to Gui Finkler, who put a through 
ball for Troisi to run onto. 

The attacking midfielder — who has 
11 goals to his name — toe poked 
the ball past Sydney ‘keeper Ve- 
dran Janjetovic to tie the game. 

After the goal, the game swung 
back and forth, but no dangerous 
chances were created, as the game 
finished as a tie. 

The draw kept Victory’s top two 
chances alive; after the Central 
Coast Mariners had defeated the 
Western Wanderers in the earlier 


>. 
: 


IPFSWworlJd 


- 
Referee Gece 


a alt anna ty nt ans oh ens 2) itt ig nae 


FRIDAY 4TH APRIL 2014 GOAL! WEEKL' 
A-League | Round25 7 


ss 
— 
- a ee 
, _ 
9 
4 4 
? \ 
\ 
(<a, \ 
> } 
* e* 
i " 7 


0 pull the Victory level. 


game. 

It left the Victory sitting fourth or 
37 points, one behind the Wander- 
ers and two behind the Mariners. 
But it could drop to fifth, depend- 
ing on Adelaide United’s game 
against the Phoenix. 

As for Sydney, it will know if it’s 
still in the top six by the end of the 
weekend, depending on the result 
of Newcastle Jets’ trip to Perth. 

As for next weekend, the Victor 
travel to face the Jets at Hunter 
Stadium, while Sydney hosts the 
Phoenix. 
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Match Details 


Central Coast Mariners 2 (Rose 
32’, Ibini 90’) 

Western Sydney Wanderers 1 
(Topor-Stanley 40’) 

Central Coast Stadium, Gosford 
Referee: Strebre Delovski 
Attendance: 13,157 

Central Coast Mariners Fe: 12. 
Liam Reddy (Gk), 3. Joshua Rose, 
5. Zachary Anderson, 7. John 
Hutchinson (C), 11. Nick Fitzgerald 
(9. Mitchell Duke), 15. Storm Roux, 
17. Anthony Caceres (8. Nick 
Montgomery), 19. Matt Simon, 21. 
Mile Sterjovksi (20. Bernie Ibini), 25. 
Eddy Bosnar, 26. Kim Seung-Yong 
Yellow Cards: Hutchinson, Reddy, 
Kim 

Red Cards: Nil 

Western Sydney Wanderers: 

1. Ante Covic (Gk), 4. Nikolai Topor- 
Stanley, 5. Michael Beauchamp 
(C), 6. Jerome Polenz, 8. Mateo 
Poljak, 9. Tomi Juric (11. Brendon 
Santalab), 10. Aaron Mooy (21. 
Shinji Ono), 17. Youssouf Hersi (14. 
Kwabena Appiah-Kubi), 18. lacopo 
La Rocca, 19. Mark Bridge, 22. 
Dean Heffernan 

Yellow Cards: Nil 

Red Cards: Nil 
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Mariners up to 2nd after Wanderers win 


By Ben O'Neill 


Central Coast Mariners sealed 
a late 2-1 victory over West- 
ern Sydney Wanderers in their 
Hyundai A-League Round 25 
clash at Central Coast Stadium 
on Saturday evening. 

Goals from Josh Rose and Bernie 
Ibini helped the yellow and navy 
to their first win against Tony Pop- 
ovic’s men this campaign. 

The Mariners’ 11th win of the 
Hyundai A-League 2013/14 sea- 
son sees them leapfrog Wanderers 
into second spot on the ladder with 
two rounds of the regular season 
remaining. 

The hosts had a chance to open 
their account in the 23rd minute 
as Storm Roux tried his luck after 
combining with soon-to-be retired 
attacker Mile Sterjovski. However, 
the New Zealand international 
failed to trouble Western Sydney 
gloveman Ante Covic with his shot 
falling wide. 

The red and blacks were back in 

the action on the half hour mark as 
Jerome Polenz sent his volley on 
target from range, but Reddy pro- 
duced a comfortable save to deny 
the Western Sydney defender. 
The visitors had a good opportu- 
nity to find the net shortly after as 
a strike from Aaron Mooy hit the 
woodwork, before Mariners ‘keep- 
er Liam Reddy cleared the ball to 
safety. 

Two minutes later the home side 
opened the scoring via the boot of 
Rose. The Rockhampton-born fly- 
er went on a great run and made no 
mistake as he fired the ball beyond 
Covic and into the net for his first 
goal of the campaign. 
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Former Newcastle Jets man Niko- 
lai Topor-Stanley levelled the score 
for Wanderers in the 40th minute 
following a neat ball in from Tomi 
Juric. 

Only moments later attacking ace 
Ibini was introduced Sterjovski, 
with the former LOSC Lille and 
FC Basel man receiving a standing 
ovation in his last home match of 


Bernie lbini scores the winner for the Mariners 
and celebrates with team-mate John Hutchinson. 
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the regular season before his retire- 
ment. 

Mooy had a good opportunity for 

the away side in the 53rd minute. 
Fortunately for the Mariners, his 
strike blasted over the bar. 
After coming on for Sterjovski, Ib- 
ini was straight into the action and 
came close to putting the Mariners 
back in front as he fired a powerful 
effort just wide. 

Substitute Mitchell Duke had a 


NIKE CLASSIC JSY NIKE STRIKER JSY 


NIKE SHORTS 
Senior from $16.51 
Junior from $13.97 


hs et ee 
| 


Senior from $25.40 
Junior from $22.86 


DY Match 


19 Tackles 22 
13 Total Shots 15 
401 Total Passes 404 
48.5% Possession 51.5% 
3 Corners 8 
1 Offsides 2 


12 Fouls committed 10 


golden chance for the hosts ten 
minutes later after he linked with 
South Korean whiz Kim Seung- 
yong, but he failed to trouble Covic 
with his shot from the edge of the 
area landing wide. 

However, the on-loan Shanghai 
SIPG player did find the net for 
the Mariners in the dying stages. 
Ibini made no mistake as he netted 
his fifth goal of the season after a 
pinpoint pass from Roux to send 
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the yellow and navy section of 
the 13,157-strong crowd into rap- 
tures. 

Ibini came close to giving the yel- 
low and navy the lead in the 78th 
minute as he slammed the side 
netting following a neat pass from 
Kim. 

“IT was obviously delighted with 
the performance first and fore- 
most,” Central Coast Mariners 
Head Coach Phil Moss said post- 
match. “The three points is very 
handy at this time of the year, but 
I am just so proud of the players, 
they really deserve all the credit 
that’s coming their way.” 

“T think tonight we made a state- 
ment that we’re here and that we’re 
here for keeps and we can achieve 
whatever it is we want to achieve 
if we can perform like that on the 
big stage against a quality side like 
Western Sydney.” 

Moss said the win over Wanderers 
was a true team effort. 

“No one deserves to be on the 
bench and no one deserves to be in 
the grandstand, every single player 
who is a Mariners player at the 
moment deserves to be in the start- 
ing eleven so it’s a very tough job 
every week picking the team and 
picking the bench.” 

“The focus inside the dressing 
room is on the process and getting 
the little things right and if we do 
that week in week out then [posi- 
tive] will be a by-product of that.” 
Central Coast now shift their at- 
tention to their AFC Champions 
League Matchday 4 encounter with 
Beijing Guoan on Tuesday | April 
in Gosford, before heading across 
the Nullarbor for their Hyundai A- 
League Round 26 match against 
Perth Glory on Saturday 5 April. 


Australia’s number one supplier of Nike Teamwear in 2013 


“9 


NIKE VICTORY JSY 
Senior from $22.86 
Junior from $20.32 


NIKE PARK JSY 
Senior from $20.32 
Junior from $16.51 


— 


NIKE FOOTBALLS 
Size 3,4&5 
from $12.70 


Also available: GK Apparel, Tracksuits, Jackets, Polos, Bibs, Bags and much, much more! 


THIS 
IS 
FOOTBALL 


For a copy of the 2014 price list and order form 


email: thisisfootball@live.com.au 


please email your club details to: thisisfootball@live.com.au 
and we will have your copy sent out to you immediately. 


phone: 03 9428 3088 


Terms and conditions apply. Prices listed are based on minimum orders and are GST exclusive. 
Pricing is for apparel only — art at additional charge. Prices listed are for 2014 only — whilst stocks last 


WWEEALY FRIDAY 41H APRIL 2014 


Photos: GREG SEATON 


Match Details 


Perth Glory 2 

(Marinkovic 84’, Harold 85’) 
Newcastle Jets 1 

(Taggart 61’) 


Sunday 30th March 2014 
Venue — Nib Stadium 
Attendance - 5,868 

Referee — Rhys Griffiths-Jones 


Perth Glory — Gk Jack Dun- 
can, 2 Jack Clisby, 5 Rostyn 
Griffiths (16 Sidnei Sciola 
Moraes 65’), 7 Jacob Burns, 8 
Nebojsa Marinkovic, 10 Jamie 
Maclaren (28 Darvydas Sernas 
55’), 14 Steven Mcgarry, 17 
Chris Harold, 19 Josh Risdon, 
23 Michael Thwaite, 36 Wil- 
liam Gallas (3 Brandon O'neill 
46’) 


Subs Not Used — Rgk Luke 
Radonich, 4 Ryan Edwards, 16, 


Yellow Cards — Risdon 45’, 
Mcgarry 76’, Sidnei 81’ 


Newcastle Jets - Gk Ben 
Kennedy, 4 Kew Jaliens, 

6 Zenon Caravella, (5 Ben 
Kantarovski 27’) 8 Ruben 
Zadkovich (C), 9 Emile Heskey, 
14 Josh Mitchell, 15 Josh 
Brillante, 21 Sam Gallaway (19 
Michael Bridges 90’), 22 Adam 
Taggart, 23 David Carney (11 
Craig Goodwin 80’), 29 Joel 
Griffiths 


Subs Not Used — Rgk Mark 
Birighitti, 24 Mitchell Oxborrow 


Yellow Cards — Heskey 91’ 
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1-1 It’s game on for Perth Glory after Nebosja Marinkovic Hs 
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By Peter Simcox 


Perth Glory snapped their ten 
game losing streak, after a come 
from behind 2-1 win against 
Newcastle Jets at the nib Sta- 
dium this afternoon. 

Former Glory striker Adam Tag- 
gart gave the visitors the lead on 
the hour, but led by inspirational 
skipper Jacob Burns and defend- 
er Michael Thwaite, the Glory 
hit back with goals to Nebojsa 
Marinkovic and Chris Harold in 
the space of two minutes to send 
the home crowd into raptures. 
Kenny Lowe made two changes 
to the side beaten at Western 
Sydney Wanderers last week, 
with Josh Risdon in for Matthew 
Davies at the back, while Steven 
McGarry replaced Ryan Edwards, 


nets with only minutes left on the clock. 
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who dropped to the bench. The 
Jets fresh of a stunning 5-0 win 
against Wellington Phoenix last 
week went into the game un- 
changed, looking to end their 
Perth hoodoo. 

The home side were out of the 
blocks early, and Thwaite sent 
Jack Clisby down the left, his inch 
perfect cross found Harold, but 
his shot from eight-yards flashed 
wide of the target. 

Then on nine minutes the Glory 
almost handed the lead to the Jets. 
There looked little danger when 
Risdon played the ball back to 
Jack Duncan, but the Glory cus- 
todian’s mistake let in Taggart, 
who rounded the keeper, but luck- 
ily for Duncan fired into the side 
netting. 

It was still the home side who 


were on top and Marinkovic’s 
shot on the turn was saved by 
Ben Kennedy on the quarter hour, 
before the Jets keeper was alert to 
save Jamie Maclaren’s shot on the 
run ten minutes later. 

Despite their dominance it was 
the Jets who had the best oppor- 
tunity four minutes before the 
break. Emile Heskey’s through 
ball found Taggart, who raced 
clear of a static Glory defence, 
but Duncan spread himself well to 
deny the striker, and at the break it 
was all square. 

The Glory suffered a huge blow at 
the break with marquee defender 
William Gallas unable to retake 
the field; he was replaced by 
Brandon O’Neill. 

Despite the loss the Glory opened 
brightly, and Marinkovic’s snap 


A-League | Round25 9 


shot was pushed around the post 
by Kennedy, and moments later 
Jack Clisby’s curling cross was 
only inches away from Maclaren 
in the penalty area. 

But on 62 minutes and somewhat 
against the run of play the Jets 
hit the front. Heskey found the 
overlapping David Carney on the 
left, his first time cross picked out 
Taggart, who ghosted in at the 
back post and fired home from six 
yards. 

The introduction of Brazilian 
winger Sidnei just after the goal, 
turned the game for the home side. 
Marinkovic saw his shot crash off 
the post ten minutes later, before 
O’Neill’s shot from the edge of 
the penalty flashed inches past the 
post moments later. 

But on 84 minutes the Glory lev- 


Kew J 


2-1 Perth Glory’s Chris Harold turns the game on its head 
with a late winner to upset the in-form Newcastle Jets. 


2S 
8 Tackles 
17 Total Shots 
398 Total Passes 
Possession 
Corners 
Offsides 
Fouls committed 


Man of the Match 
Michael Thwaite (Glory) 


elled. Joel Griffiths brought Sidnei 
down on the edge of the penalty 
area, and Marinkovic set piece 
curled up around the wall into the 
top corner of the net, giving Jets 
keeper Kennedy no chance. 

The Glory faithful had just stopped 
celebrating when their side hit the 
front sixty seconds later. Man 
of the match, Thwaite sent Sid- 
nei clear down the left, his inch 
perfect cross found Harold who 
headed superbly past Kennedy 
from six-yards, and he celebrated 
with the fans in the Shed. 

The Jets pushed forward looking 
for the late equaliser, but Thwaite 
and O’Neill were superb to thwart 
their final onslaught, and at the fi- 
nal whistle it was the Glory cel- 
ebrating a hard fought win. 


aliens (Jets) is ata stretch 


to unsettle Jack Glisby (Glory) off 
the ball. 


www.goalweekly.com 
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1.Eugene GALEKOVIC (GK) (c) 
2.Michael MARRONE 

3.Nigel BOOGAARD 

5.0sama MALIK 
7.JERONIMO. 

8.ISAIAS 

9.Sergio CIRIO 

10.Marcelo CARRUSCA 
11.Bruce DJITE 

14.Cameron WATSON 
17.Awer MABIL 

18.Michael ZULLO 

20.Paul IZZO (GK) 

21.Tarek ELRICH 

22.Fabio FERREIRA 
23.Jordan ELSEY 

25.Ryan KITTO 

32.Nathan KONSTANDOPOULOS 
*Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 7.JERONIMO (returns from 
injury), 9.Sergio CIRIO (returns from 
injury) 


Outs: nil 
Unavailable: 4.Jon McKAIN (quad 1 


week), 6.CASSIO (hamstring tendon 
— indefinite) 


f Catch LIVE updates of all the games and action pics on Goal! Weekly’s facebook & Twitter pages LS 


Gombau’s 
Reds have 
second place 
in sight 


As the home and away season 
draws near, some sides prepare 
for a finals campaign while oth- 
ers start dissecting what went 
wrong. 

Adelaide United’s early season 
jitters threatened to take them 
off-course, but have been steered 
towards the promise land by Josip 
Gombau. They sit two points off 
second spot and with the West- 
ern Sydney Wanderers facing 
the Brisbane Roar this weekend, 
United could clinch the much- 
coveted spot below the Roar. 

The start of Melbourne Heart’s 
season resembled that of a train 
wreck — ultimately leading to the 
termination of John Aloisi’s con- 
tract. John v’ant Schip returned 
as saviour extraordinaire and his 
side picked up points at will, but 
his side ultimately ran out of legs 
and will watch the finals series 
from the couch. 

Their opponents this Friday have 
been one of the most fluent sides 
in the competition, perhaps bar- 
ring Brisbane. Adelaide’s 1-0 win 


in Wellington was not without no- 
table absentees too, in the form of 
Jon McKain, Jeronimo Neumann 
and Sergio Cirio. 

Their adaptable style makes them 
unpredictable - it served them 
well in New Zealand and may 
be crucial coming into the finals 
series. 

The Heart fought well early 
against the Roar, but the Pre- 
miers had too much quality and 
triumphed 2-1 after going a goal 
behind, and losing Besart Berisha 


to a red card for the third time 
this season. V’ant Schip’s tacti- 
cal nous is rarely in question, but 
their inability to stretch the un- 
dermanned Roar was ultimately 
detrimental in their quest for 
maximum points. 

Crowds have witnessed 10 goals 
and 11 yellow cards in the two 
previous meetings between these 
sides, with late drama and fight- 
backs being conquering themes’ 
throughout. A 3-3 draw at AAMI 
Park was followed by a 2-2 draw 


Fri Apr 4 Hindmarsh Stadium 7:30 PM 


~~ —— The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 11 
Adelaide 5 
Heart 2 
Draw 4 


Referee: Ben Williams 


Radio Broadcast: ABC Grandstand 
Online/Mobile phone app. SBS Radio. 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#ADLVMHT 


at Coopers Stadium. Defensive 
effort seems to be at a premium 
when these sides meet. 

Jon McKain’s hip injury leaves 
him in doubt for this clash, but 
Gombau is hopeful Neumann and 
Cirio will be available. 
Melbourne Heart are likely to be 
without the retiring Harry Kewell 
— the Heart hierarchy more than 
likely keen to wrap him in cotton 
wool for his swansong against the 
Wanderers in their final match of 
the season. 

It’s difficult to envision anything 
other than a convincing win to 
Adelaide who have second place 
within their reach. The Heart may 
only be playing for pride, but 
show no signs of giving up their 
wholehearted resolve. 


All KO times are AEDT 


MELBOURNE 


HEART 


y ~N 


1.Andrew REDMAYNE (GK) 
3.Robbie WIELAERT (C) 
4.0rlando ENGELAAR 
6.Patrick GERHARDT 
7.lain RAMSAY 
8.Massimo MURDOCCA 
13.Jonatan GERMANO 
15.David WILLIAMS 

16. Aziz BEHICH 
17.Jason HOFFMAN 
19.Benjamin GARUCCIO 
20.Tando VELAPHI (GK) 
21.Stefan MAUK 
22.Nicholas KALMAR 
23.Mate DUGANDZIC 
24.Patrick KISNORBO 
28. Paulo RETRE 

*“One to be omitted** 


Ins: 13.Jonatan GERMANO: 
(promoted) 


Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: 10.Harry KEWELL 
(abdominal strain — one week) 


Jets Line Up 


1.Mark BIRIGHITTI (GK) 
4.Kew JALIENS 

5.Ben KANTAROVSKI 
7.Andrew HOOLE 
8.Ruben ZADKOVICH (c) 
9.Emile HESKEY 
11.Craig GOODWIN 
14.Josh MITCHELL 
15.Josh BRILLANTE 
16.Jacob PEPPER 
19.Michael BRIDGES 
21.Sam GALLAWAY 
20.Ben KENNEDY (GK) 
22.Adam TAGGART 
23.David CARNEY 
24.Mitch OXBORROW 
27.Nick WARD 

29.Joel GRIFFITHS 
*Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 7.Andrew HOOLE (promoted), 
16. Jacob PEPPER (promoted), 
27.Nick WARD (promoted) 


Outs: Zenon CARAVELLA (knee 
injury - four to six weeks) 


Unavailable: 2.Scott NEVILLE (knee 
injury — long term) 25.Mitch COO- 
PER (knee injury — long term) 


Jets to battle 


Victory as Push 


for Finals gets 
Desperate 


The Newcastle Jets face the Mel- 
bourne Victory this weekend in a 
match that will shape the destiny 
of their entire season. 

Due to their inconsistent form, the 
Jets must win on Saturday or their 
season will be, for all intents and 
purposes, over. 

Jets players and officials have 
stated all season that the minimum 
aim for the season is to make the 
top six. 

As things stand the Jets sit a point 
outside the six after falling late to a 
2-1 defeat against the Glory in the 
West. 

This followed a brilliant 5-0 home 
romp the week before against Wel- 
lington in a match that looked to 
have signalled their intent to push 
deep into the finals. 

Now they have an uphill battle to 
just make the six and face a Vic- 
tory side who are still not 100% 
assured of featuring in the fight for 
the title. 

Kevin Muscat and his men will 
come to town on the back of a hec- 
tic travel schedule after they meet 
Yokohama F Marinos in the Asian 
Champions League in midweek. 
Just how fresh the Victory arrive in 


Newcastle from their taxing sched- 
ule will be critical to the outcome 
of this contest. 

The Victory will attempt to do 
what they always do when they 
play the Jets. 

They will use the pace and guile 
of players like Archie Thompson 
and Kosta Barbarouses in an at- 
tempt to get in behind the Jets in 
wide areas. 

Melbourne have scored countless 
goals this season in this fashion, 
using speed to catch defences 
square before crossing low into the 
box for neat finishes. 

Newcastle will know that this will 


be the way in which Victory intend 
to hurt them so communication at 
the back will be crucial. 

As will positioning, particularly 
from fullbacks Josh Brillante and 
Sam Gallaway. 

Brillante was caught badly out of 
position on Sunday night for the 
Glory’s winner and will have to 
be more aware of the space around 
him. 

There will be no doubting that Vic- 
tory will attempt to get in on his 
side of the pitch as he still adjusts 
to life playing at right fullback. 
Newcastle for their part has more 
than enough ammunition going 


Sat Apr 5 Hunter Stadium 5:30 PM 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 26 
Jets 12 
Victory 9 
Draw 5 


Referee: Strebre Delovski 


Radio Broadcast: 1233 ABC Newcastle, 
Online/Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#NEWvMVC 


forward to score the goals that will 
tremendously assist their finals 
push. 

Their front four of Emile Heskey, 
Adam Taggart, alongside wide men 
Joel Griffiths and David Carney 
have looked lively in recent weeks 
and given the Jets a new impetus in 
front of goal. 

It is no surprise that Adam Taggart 
has surged ahead in the golden boot 
race along the back of this supply 
from his fellow front men. 

How Newcastle need these four to 
fire in their next two matches as 
they chase the club’s first finals ap- 
pearance in three seasons. 
Newcastle’s last win in finals was 
on penalties against the now de- 
funct Gold Coast United. 

If the men from the Hunter want to 
have a chance to rectify that record, 
then they simply have to win this 
Saturday afternoon. 


gy MELBOURNE 
| 


Victory Line Up 


1.Nathan COE (GK) 
2.Pablo CONTRERAS 
3.Adama TRAORE 
4.Nick ANSELL 

5.Mark MILLIGAN (C) 
6.Leigh BROXHAM 
7.Gui FINKLER 

9.Kosta BARBAROUSES 
10.Archie THOMPSON 
13.Andrew NABBOUT 
14. James TROISI 
17.James JEGGO 
20.Lawrence THOMAS (GK) 
21.Tom ROGIC 
22.Jesse MAKAROUNAS 
23.Adrian LEIJER 
24.Scott GALLOWAY 
25.Jason GERIA 

**Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 4.Nick ANSELL (returns from 
injury), 6.Leigh BROXHAM (re- 
turns from suspension), 21.Tom 
ROGIC (returns from injury), 
Andrew NABBOUT (promoted) 


Quits: 11.Connor PAIN, 16.Rashid 
MAHAZI 


Unavailable: Nil 


ALL 


THE _ RISKY MISSIONS” 


02.8120 1040 | winanaraarhaciie | find us on a 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


World Media ° J 
termational 7 


Tel: 02 8120 1040 
Webpage: www.worldmedia.com.au 


EVERYTHING ABOUT GREEK SOCCER 
LIVE AND EXCLUSIVE ON ANTENNA PACIFIC! 


All KO times are AEDT 


1.Ante COVIC (GK) 
2.Shannon COLE 
4.Nikolai TOPOR-STANLEY 
5.Michael BEAUCHAMP (c) 
6.Jerome POLENZ 
7.Labinot HALITI 

8.Mateo POLJAK 

9.Tomi JURIC 

10.Aaron MOOY 
11.Brendon SANTALAB 
13.Matthew SPIRANOVIC. 
14.Kwabena APPIAH 
17.Youssouf HERSI 
18.lacopo LA ROCCA 
19.Mark BRIDGE 
20.Jerrad TYSON (GK) 
21.Shinji ONO 

22. Dean HEFFERNAN 
**Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 13.Matthew SPIRANOVIC 
(promoted), 7.Labinot HALITI 
(promoted) 


Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: 3.Adam D’APUZZO 
(groin — 1 week), 12.Tahj 
MINNIECON (hip — indefinite), 
34.Golgol MEBRAHTU (knee — 
indefinite) 


f | Catch LIVE updates of all the games and action pics on Goal! Weekly’s facebook & Twitter pages SD 


Sat Apr 5 Parramatta Stdm 7:30 PM 


Sold out for 


second place 


Since Brisbane have already 
taken the premier plate with 
another 2 games remaining, the 
fight is now up among the top 
teams to take second place and 
as expected all seats have been 
sold out for this fixture at Par- 
ramatta stadium. 

Looking at Brisbane’s last game 
against Melbourne Heart, the Roar 
look far from content that they are 
already crowned champions and 
you can be sure that they will not 
rest on their laurels against the 
Wanderers, a team they have nev- 
er beaten at Pirtek. The desire to 
win will be fuelled even more by 
the fact that Brisbane have never 
gone a game without conceding 
a goal from Western Sydney and 
have not won an away game in 
their last four fixtures. A big loss 
will be up front as Besart Berisha 
became the first League player 
to receive three red cards in one 
season, albeit in a debatable chal- 
lenge. Whether he slipped on top 
of the ball or went in too reckless- 
ly, the decision still stands that he 
will be suspended for this game 
and coach Mulvey will have to 
think about who will take this 


role. Brazilian forward Henrique 
looks to be the most likely can- 
didate, but 21 year young Dimitri 
Petratos would also be a good fit, 
proving his worthiness making 
21 appearances this season with 
4 goals. Whatever the set up, 
Brisbane will have an energy ad- 
vantage over Western Sydney as 
they did not make into the Asian 
Champions League this season, 
giving more recovery and train- 
ing time for the players. 

Wanderers will be coming into 
this game a little fatigued from 
their loss away from home in 
Japan, suffering a disappoint- 


ing 2-1 defeat after they were up 
1-0 in the first half. Based on the 
many changes made in the AFC 
Champions League squad, Pop- 
ovic does not seem to be going 
for an A and B type team, but 
looks to be bringing all players 
up to a level A standard. Seeing 
the effects that playing interna- 
tional games have had on teams 
like Central Coast Mariners last 
season, Popovic has not used the 
same line up twice and at times 
making up to an incredible 9 
changes to ensure the team ad- 
vances in both leagues. How well 
is this strategy working? Well like 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 6 

Wanderers 4 
Roar 1 

Drawn 1 


Referee: Peter Green 


Radio Broadcast: ABC Grandstand 
Online/Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
- #WSWvBRI 


anything else, it probably needs a 
little more time to really see some 
results, but for the moment, has 
probably not produced what the 
team expected, considering that 
they have only won one of their 
last five games, a significant im- 
pact since they started the inter- 
national tournament. 

As this fixture is taking place, 
Melbourne Victory will also take 
on the Jets, Adelaide will try and 
defeat Heart and Mariners will 
look for a win against Perth, all 
to fight for second spot. It is re- 
ally anyone’s game now and this 
game will surely see some goals 
as these two determined teams 
will push to the very end. 


FRIDAY 417A APRIL 2014 


1.Michael THEO 
2.Matthew SMITH (c) 
3.Shane STEFANUTTO 
7.Besart BERISHA 
8.Steven LUSTICA 
10.HENRIQUE 

11.Liam MILLER 
13.Jade NORTH 
14.Diogo FERRIERA 
15.James DONACHIE 
16.Jean Carlos SOLORZANO 
17.Matt McKAY 
18.Luke BRATTAN 
19.Jack HINGERT 
20.Matthew ACTON (gk) 
22.Thomas BROICH 
23.Dimitri PETRATOS 
26.Corey BROWN 

*“Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 7.Besart BERISHA (returns 
from suspension), 13.Jade NORTH 
(returns from injury), 15.James 
DONACHIE (returns from injury), 
26.Corey BROWN (returns from 
illness) 


Outs: 27.Devante CLUT (Omitted), 
28.Brandon BORRELLO (Omitted) 


Unavailable: 5.lvan FRANJIC (ankle 
— 1 week), 25.George LAMBA- 
DARDIS (knee - season) 


Glory Line Up 


2.Jack CLISBY 
3.Brandon O’NEILL 
4.Ryan EDWARDS 
5.Rostyn GRIFFITHS 
6.Cameron Edwards 
7.Jacob BURNS 
8.Nebojsa MARINKOVIC 
10.Jamie MACLAREN 
14.Steven McGARRY 
16.Sidnei SCIOLA MORAES 
17.Chris HAROLD 
18.Jack DUNCAN(GK) 
19.Josh RISDON 
20.Danny De Silva 
23.Michael THWAITE 
28.Darvydas SERNAS 
36.William GALLAS 
39.Luke RADONICH (GK) 
**Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 6.Cameron EDWARDS 
(promoted) 20.Danny DE SILVA 
(promoted) 


Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: Travis DODD (knee 
- indefinite), Scott JAMIESON 
(Achilles - indefinite), Shane 
SMELTZ (groin- 1 week) 


Season hangs 
in the balance 


for Phoenix 


Central Coast Mariners will be 
looking to wrap up a top two spot 
on Saturday when they travel to 
the nib Stadium to take on Perth 
Glory in the Hyundai A-League 
penultimate round on Saturday 
(6.45pm). 

Arun of four wins in five games in 
the A-League and an Asian Cham- 
pions league victory against Bei- 
jing Guoan on Tuesday night, has 
the Mariners hitting their straps at 
the right time of the season. 

The Glory on the other hand are 
looking to avoid the dreaded wood- 
en spoon, and brought life back into 
their quest, with a 2-1 win against 
Newcastle Jets last week, so Sat- 
urday’s showdown will be vital for 
both sides. 

Former Glory midfielder Mile Ster- 
jovski, who will retire at the end 
of the season, makes a return to 
the West, and will want to help his 
side closer to the comfort of second 
place, and a bye in the first week of 
the finals. Another Mariners player 
with a link to the west is Storm 
Roux, who spent two seasons in 
the Football West National Train- 
ing Centre squad, under the guid- 
ance of Glory coach Kenny Lowe, 
the New Zealand international has 
blossomed in his second season at 


the club. 
Eddie Bosnar and Bernie Ibini 
have been in great form for Phil 
Moss’s side since recently joining 
the club, while English midfielder 
Nick Montgomery and_ skipper 
John Hutchinson continue to pull 
the strings in middle of the park, 
while former Glory midfielder 
Isaka Cernak and Glen Trifiro will 
be pushing for a place in the side 
this week. 

Central Coast will take heart that 
they have already beaten Perth 
twice this season, though the 
Mariners have since lost Trent 
Sainsbury (PEC Zwolle), Michael 
McGlinchey (Vegalta Sendai) and 
Daniel McBreen (Shanghai SIPG). 
The Mariners last visit to the nib 
Stadium ended with a 2-1 win, 


with an injury time winner from 
Matt Duke. 

It’s also a must win for the home 
side and former Mariners midfield- 
er Rostyn Griffiths was delighted 
to have snapped their long losing 
streak last week against Newcastle, 
and hopes they can make it back- 
to-back on Saturday. “The win over 
Newcastle has given us confidence 
but mostly it’s given us that win- 
ning feel back,” the 26-year-old 
midfielder said. “Kenny (Lowe) 
didn’t talk too much (after the 
game), he just told us to enjoy the 
win and carry that on to next week 
of course.” 

The win moved them equal on 25 
points with Melbourne Heart, but 
do have a worse goal difference. 
Griffiths knows they will have to 


Sat Apr 5 NIB stadium 9:30 PM 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 27 
Glory 4 
Mariners 17 
Drawn 6 


Referee: Stephen Lucas 


Radio Broadcast: 92.5 ABC central 
Coast, Grandstand Digital, Online/ 
Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
- #PERVCCM 


be at their best to beat the Mariners, 
but he is quietly confident. “I think 
we can avoid the wooden spoon 
and obviously right now it has to 
be our goal along with getting good 
performances,” he said. “Saturday 
is a big game - the Mariners need 
the win to stay in the top two so 
they’ll be firing and we need a win 
to get off bottom. 

“Tt’s also our last home game for 
the season so would be good to 
finish with a win. It'll be nice to 
play against the Mariners. I’ve got 
plenty of people I call friends at 
the club, but they’re a good team 
so we will need to be at our best.” 
Glory marquee defender William 
Gallas will miss the game with a 
hamstring injury, but the Glory will 
welcome back Shane Smeltz after 
his groin injury. 


CentTRat coast 


Ma 


1.Justin PASFIELD (GK) 
3.Joshua ROSE 

5.Zac ANDERSON 
6.Brent GRIFFITHS 
7.John HUTCHINSON (C) 
8.Nick MONTGOMERY 
9.Mitchell DUKE 
11.Nick FITZGERALD 
12.Liam REDDY (GK) 
15.Storm ROUX 
17.Anthony CACERES 
19.Matt SIMON 
20.Bernie IBINI 

21.Mile STERJOVSKI 
25.Eddy BOSNAR 
26.Kim SEUNG-YONG 
28.Glen TRIFIRO 

**One to be omitted** 


In: 28.Glen TRIFIRO (promoted) 
Out: Nil 


Unavailable: 10. Marcos FLORES 
(knee - season), 14. Michael 
MCGLINCHEY (on loan - Vegalta 
Sendai), 18. Michael NEILL (knee 
- season), 23. Adam KWASNIK 
(knee - season) 


Referee: 
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SYDNEY 
Sydney FC Line Up 


1.lvan NECEVSKI (GK) 
2.Seb RYALL 

5.Matt JURMAN 

6.Nikola PETKOVIC 

9.Corey GAMEIRO 
10.Alessandro DEL PIERO (c) 
11.Richard GARCIA 
13.Sasa OGNENOVSKI 
16.Joel CHIANESE 

17.Terry ANTONIS 

18.Peter TRIANTIS 
20.Vedran JANJETOVIC (GK) 
21.Milos DIMITRIJEVIC 
22.Ali ABBAS 

24.Hagi GLIGOR 

28.Matt THOMPSON 
29.Alec UROSEVSKI 
34.Aaron CALVER 

**Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 24.Hagi GLIGOR , 29.Alec 
UROSEVSKI, 


Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: Rhyan GRANT (knee 
— season), Pedj BOJIC (back — 
season), Ranko DESPOTOVIC (knee 
— 1 week), Terry McFLYNN (thigh 

— 1 week) 


f | Catch LIVE updates of all the games and action pics on Goal! Weekly’s facebook & Twitter pages S| 


Do or die time 
in Sydney 


The task is simple for Sydney FC, 
win their next two games and they 
make the top six. 

With a slender one point lead over 
7th placed Newcastle, dropped 
points over the next two games 
could see their finals aspirations 
shattered. 

The obvious advantage the Sky 
Blues have over their rival is that 
they have destiny in their own 
hands, but they also have the re- 
maining two games at home against 
teams out of the finals race. 

Despite also playing their last 
two games at home in the Hunter, 
the Jets face formidable finals op- 
ponents in Melbourne Victory and 
Adelaide United, both aiming for a 
top two finish. 

With the exception of Brisbane 
Roar, it’s a tight couple of weeks 
for not only Sydney FC and the Jets, 
but the whole top six. 

From the second placed Central 

Coast, down to Victory in 5th, 
there is only 2 points separating the 
teams. 
Although all are guaranteed a place 
in the finals series, a first week 
home game or a week off for mak- 
ing the top two would be ideal for 
all teams fighting it out over the 
next fortnight. 


For Sydney FC and the Jets how- 
ever, any place in the top six would 
be acceptable. 

It was a week of what could have 
been for the Sky Blues and the Jets 
last week, after Sydney were held 
by the Victory, while Newcastle lost 
to the bottom placed Glory, a match 
that could have put them in the box 
seat for sixth spot. 

The Sky Blues point against the 
Victory in Melbourne wasn’t what 
they had hoped leading into the 
match, but the contest itself proved 
to be an enthralling encounter, 
something we’ve come to expect 
from the Big Blue in recent years. 

Sydney FC will be hoping to bring 
that intensity back to Allianz this 
weekend, when they take on an all 


Sun Apr 6 Allianz Stadium 5:00 PM 


but eliminated Wellington Phoenix, 
a team that Sydney have only lost 
to once at home over the past four 
seasons. 

For Frank and his team the formula 
is simple, win the next two games 
and ensure Sydney’s glamour club 
meets their absolute minimum stan- 
dard, and runs around once again 
comes finals time. 

The next two weeks could prove to 
be a microcosm of Sydney’s season, 
whether that turns out to be a good 
or a bad thing remains to be seen. 
They will either go out there over 
the next two weeks and string two 
wins together like they have for half 
the season, or drop points and shoot 
themselves in the foot like they 
have the rest of the year. 

Either way it’s do or die time for 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 22 
Sydney FC 11 
Phoenix 10 
Drawn 1 


Referee: Kris Griffiths-Jones 


Radio Broadcast: 702 ABC Sydney 
and ABC Local Radio NSW, 
Grandstand Digital Sydney Online/ 
Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#SYDVWEL 


the Sky Blues. 

Although there is every chance the 
results over the next two weeks will 
have no bearing on Frank’s position 
at the club next year, I’m sure he’ll 
want to go out in the finals and not 
next week against last placed Perth. 

For their opponents the Wellington 
Phoenix, there is still a mathemati- 
cal chance they can make finals, al- 
though they need to win both games 
and hope Sydney and Newcastle 
lose both theirs [highly unlikely]. 

If anything it’s a chance to play for 
contracts and gain some momentum 
before next year, but we all know 
the Sky Blues motivation coming 
into this weeks game should be far 
higher than their opponents given 
what’s at stake. 


tame) 


WELLINGTON 


CPHOENIK 


Phoenix Line Up 


1.Glen Moss (GK) 

5.Michael Boxall 

9.Kenny Cunningham 

10.Stein Huysegems 

11.Jeremy Brockie 

12. Tyler Boyd 

14.Alex Rufer 

15.Jason Hicks 

17.Vince Lia 

18.Ben Sigmund 

19.Hamish Watson 

21.Carlos Hernandez 

22.Andrew Durante (c) 
23.Matthew Ridenton 

24.Roy Krishna 

25.Shaun Timmins 

26.Justin Gulley 

30 Jacob Spoonley (GK) 

*“Two to be omitted** 

In: 14.Alex Rufer (promoted), 
19.Hamish Watson (promoted), 
26.Justin Gulley (promoted), 
30.Jacob Spoonley (injury 
replacement) 

Out: 2.Manny Muscat (suspended 
— 1 week), 20.Lewis Italiano 
(thumb injury — 4 to 5 weeks). 
Unavailable: Reece Caira 
(fractured cheekbone 6-8 weeks), 
6.Josh Brindell-South (ankle 
injury 4-6 weeks), 7.Leo Bertos 
(groin injury 2 to 3 weeks), 8.Paul 
Ifill (ruptured Achilles, season), 
13.Albert Riera (groin injury, sea- 
son), 16.Louis Fenton (shoulder 
injury, season) 


The draw of the groups for the 
the International Cup 2014 
(MIC) tournament was held 
this week with the Adelaide 
United Youth Team handed an 
all-Spanish group. Two of the 
teams in the group are from 
the Catalonia region, the same 
region from which Reds Head 
Coach, Josep Gombau hails. 

“T am very familiar with this 
tournament obviously because 
it is held in Catalonia every 
year. Some very big name 
players have played in it such 
as Messi, Fabregas, Piquet and 
Neymar just to name a few? 
Gombau said. 

“This tournament provides our 
youth players with a very good 
opportunity to keep learning 
the style and to play against 
very good players from all over 
the world” 

The young Reds, competing in 
The International Cup 2014 
(MIC) for the first time, will 
play against La Liga heavy- 
weights Athletic Bilbao, Second 
Division B side Terrassa and 
local Catalonia club Hostalric. 
The Reds NYL coach Michael 
Valkanis knows that despite 
being drawn a difficult group 
that his players will be up for 
the challenge. 

Class A (1995 Born) - Group E: 
Athletic Club Bilbao, Ath- 
letic Club Hostalric, Adelaide 
United FC, Unio de Futbol 
Base Jabac i Terrassa 
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Round 26: ASK THE EXPERTS 


Adelaide - 14 Heart - 0 - Draw - 1 


Santo 


Cilauro 


Adelaide 
Draw 
WSW 
Draw 
Sydney 


Working Dog Productions 


Andy 
Harper 


Adelaide 
Draw 
WSW 
Draw 
Sydney 
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NSL Champ / Fox Sports 


Roger 
Sleeman 


Adelaide 
Draw 
Draw 
Draw 
Sydney 


Reigning Tipping Champ 


CIALIST 


George 
Donikian 


Adelaide ? . 

Victory Ae 
Wanderers ~ ; 
Mariners = 
Sydney ; 


—_ 


Media Mogul 


Ross 


Alatsas 


Adelaide 
Newcastle 
Wanderers 
Glory 
Sydney FC 


GM Greek Media Group 
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John 
Doyle 


Adelaide 
Jets 
Roar 
Glory 
Syd FC 


Original Captain Socceroo 


Jets- 9 Victory- 3 Draw-3 Wanderers -7 Roar - 4 Draw - 4 


George 
Calombaris 


Adelaide United 
Melbourne Victory 
Draw 

Draw 

Sydney FC 


No.1 Victory ticket holder 


Jimmy 
Campbell 


Adelaide 
Jets 
Roar 
Perth 
Sydney 


Former Socceroo 


Peter 
Katholos 


Adelaide 
Newcastle 
Wanderers 
Glory 
Sydney FC 


Former Socceroo 


Krncevic 


Adelaide 
Jets 

Draw 
Mariners 
Sydney FC 


Former Socceroo 


George 
Campbell 


Adelaide 
Newcastle 
Wanderers 
Glory 
Sydney FC 


Steve 
Blair 


Sth Melb & NSL Legend 
Adelaide 
Jets 


Roar 


Glory | { 
Sydney 


Former Socceroo 


Glory - 8 Mariners- 3 Draw-4 Sydney FC-14 Phoenix - 0 Draw - 1 


Eddie 


John 
Perin 


53 


Adelaide 
Jets 
Draw 
CCM 
Sydney 


WZ 


World Cup ‘74 Socceroo 


Kiss Of 54 


Death 


Adelaide 
Newcastle 
Wanderers 
Glory 
Sydney FC 


GW Contributors 


Also available: GK Apparel, Tracksuits, Jackets, Polos, Bibs, Bags and much, much more! 


For a copy of the 2014 price list and order form 


email: thisisfootball@live.com.au 


please email your club details fo: thisisfootball@live.com.au 
and we will have your copy sent out to you immediately. 


Terms and conditions apply. Prices listed are based on minimum orders and are GST exclusive. 
Pricing is for apparel only — art at additional charge. Prices listed are for 2014 only — whilst stocks last 


phone: 03 9428 3088 


Top Opta Facts 


f | Catch LIVE updates of all the games and action pics on Goal! Weekly’s facebook & Twitter pages 
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Adelaide United have managed one 
win in their last five at home against 
Melbourne Heart (D3 L1). 


Melbourne Heart have won only once 
in eight previous league matches 
against Adelaide United (D4 L3). 


Only Newcastle Jets’ Adam Taggart 
(85) has attempted more shots than 
Melbourne Heart player, David Williams 
this campaign (69). 


Adelaide United are unbeaten in eight 
league games at home, the longest run 
by any side this season (W6 D2). 


A a\ll 


Perth Glory have registered one win in 
six against Central Coast Mariners (D1 
|4, including play offs). 


Central Coast Mariners have failed to 
keep a Clean sheet in their last nine 
visits to Perth Glory. 


Bernie lbini-lsei has scored in each of 
his last three A-League appearances 
for Central Coast Mariners. 


Perth Glory have scored the highest 
proportion of their league goals in the 


saectatan | f 


w* 


No side has won fewer games on the 
road this term than Melbourne Heart 


(1). 


Adelaide United have scored 27 home 
goals this season, a league-high. 


Melbourne Heart have gone four 
league games without a win (D1 L3). 


Adelaide United have conceded 
just once over their last three in the 
A-League. 


Adelaide United are the only side yet 


to win having gone behind this season 
(D1 L5). 


V 
3 Central Coast Mariners 


final 15 minutes (33%). 


Central Coast Mariners have won three 
successive matches heading into this 
fixture. 


Perth Glory’s Danny Vukovic has the 
second-best save percentage rate of 
any keeper to have featured in at least 
15 league games this term (75.68%). 


Perth Glory have mustered just one 
win in their last five A-League match- 
es at home (D2 L2). 


: Victory have claimed only one win 
: in their last 10 league visits to New- 
: castle Jets (D3 L6). 


: Adam Taggart (Jets) has struck 
: 17 shots on target this season, a 
: league-high. 


: Jets have won their last two home 
: games, keeping clean sheets in both. 


: Victory have gone eight league 

: games on the road without a clean 
: sheet, the longest drought by any 

: side this season. 


wem ae 


VM 4 


league games without a clean sheet. 


Jets have gone 10 league matches 
: without a clean sheet against Mel- 
: bourne Victory. 


x 


Central Coast Mariners have gone nine : 


: (including play offs) without a clean 
: sheet against Wellington Phoenix. 


Jets have gone eight league games 
without a draw (W4 L4). 


Victory have conceded exactly one 
goal in each of their last four A- 
League matches. 


Emile Heskey (Jets) has won more 
aerial duels than any other player this 
season (52). 


Newcastle Jets have not scored in 
the opening 15 minutes this season, 
whilst Melbourne Victory have con- 
ceded the most in that timeframe (7). 


Victory are the only side yet to lose 


when they have scored first this 
season (W7 D1). 


Sydney have gone nine league games 


: Wellington Phoenix have lost eight 
: of their previous nine league visits to 
: Sydney (W1). 


: Stijn Huysegems (Wellington Phoenix) 
: has scored more league goals away 
: from home than any other player this 
: term (7). 


~ 


: Brisbane Roar have never kept a clean 
: sheet against Western Sydney Wan- 
: derers. 


: Thomas Broich (Brisbane Roar) has 
: created more chances than any other 
: player this season (33). 


: Western Sydney Wanderers have 
+ won just one of their last five league 
: matches (D1 L3). 


: Brisbane Roar have gone five league 
: games unbeaten, their longest streak 
: this season (W4 D1). 


Sydney have gone seven league 
games without a clean sheet on their 
home turf. 


Wellington Phoenix have failed to keep 
a clean sheet in their last 10 league 
matches. 


Wellington Phoenix are without a win 
in their last five league matches (D2 
L3). 


: Western Sydney Wanderers have 
: never lost at home to Brisbane Roar 
: (W2 D1). 


Sa 
Western Sydney Wanderers duo Adam 
D’Apuzzo and Aaron Mooy have made 
41 tackles this season, a joint-league- 
high. 


Western Sydney Wanderers have only 
lost two of their last 18 league games 
at home, including Play Offs (W11 
D5). 


Brisbane Roar are without an away 
win in four league matches (D3 L1). 


Lae 


VELLINGTON 


Wellington Phoenix have failed to win 
any of their last three on the road, 
conceding 12 goals over those games 
(D1 L2). 


Sydney’s last six goals have all been 
scored by different players. 


Second New Zeal nd team f 


RAISING 
MY 


‘OPINION 
Andre Zwan in NZ 


New Zealand wants a second 
Kiwi team in the A-League. 

It is understood that Auckland 
City, the New Zealand ASB Pre- 
miers, have mooted the idea with 
the Football Federation of Austra- 
lia which recently outlined plans 
to expand the 10-team competi- 
tion with sides from Wollongong, 
Canberra, Tasmania and possibly 
teams from Asia. 

City is in discussions with poten- 
tial investors including Dr. Gareth 
Morgan, the millionaire philan- 
thropist who is the co-owner of 
Phoenix. 

Morgan is keen to see another 
New Zealand team in the Austra- 
lian competition, and has held pre- 
liminary discussions with Auck- 
land City chairman Ivan Vuksich. 

New Zealand represents an at- 
tractive market commercially, with 
opportunities around sponsorship 


Ss 


Auckland City with the OFC championship in 
2013. Next stop, an A-League toilet seat? 


and broadcasting. 

Auckland City offers some po- 
tential because they already have 
a fan base of about 2000 and have 
achieved good success, having 
won four national titles and played 
at five Club World Cups. 

But Auckland has an inglorious 


history with Australian football. 
Twice they tried via Kingz and 
New Zealand Knights and twice 
they failed miserably to make an 
impact in this rugby union strong- 
hold. 

What has given rise to some hope is 
the fact decent crowds have attend- 


ed Phoenix games at Eden Park. 
Over 18000 and 20 000 watched 
Phoenix play two A-League games 
in Auckland. 

“T think it would be great to have 
a second team from New Zealand 
in the A-League and the obvious 
place for it is Auckland,” Morgan 
said. “If Auckland, and probably 


or A-L 


Auckland City, were to get on the 
way to achieving that I would be 
more than willing to participate. 
But Auckland has to have its heart 
in because | don’t want to drive it. 
“If Auckland got off its butt, I 
would be there. I just think it 
would be good for the game. 

“The conversations I have had 
with the FFA in Australia are that 
they are supportive of the idea.” 
Morgan views his ownership of the 
Phoenix as “social work” because 
individuals don’t go into football 
to make money. The 10 clubs in 
the league have annual turnovers 
between $6-$14 million. 

Morgan will talk to new New Zea- 
land Football chief executive Andy 
Martin about the proposal this 
month and Vuksich has already 
met with a number of potential 
investors. 

“It’s very early days but if there’s 
a possibility of another A-League 
team in Auckland we would defi- 
nitely be keen to be involved,” Vuk- 
sich said. “I have people working 
for me trying to find investors and 
the signs are reasonably encourag- 
ing. There are plenty of people in 


ague? 


Auckland who could do it, perhaps 
half a dozen, but it’s whether we 
can get them interested. 

“Tf it’s promoted the right way, | 
think it’s possible to get 10,000- 
12,000 fans at games. But Auck- 
land is a difficult market and even 
the Blues [Super Rugby Union 
side] are struggling to get 15,000 
fans to games.” 

Morgan and Vuksich have also 
had very preliminary  discus- 
sions about establishing a more 
formal relationship between the 
two clubs. A number of Auckland 
City players have gone on to the 
Phoenix, including Ben Sigmund, 
Jason Hicks, Matthew Ridenton, 
Roy Krishna and Albert Riera, and 
Wellington coach Ernie Merrick 
has his eye on a couple of promis- 
ing youngsters. 

Morgan would like to take it fur- 
ther and have formal relationships 
with all the ASB Premiership fran- 
chises but there are difficulties 
around players crossing over from 
amateur and professional leagues, 
not to mention the A-League is 
recognised as an Asian competi- 
tion. 


1300 074586 


www.goldenbootfa.com.au 
Connect with us on facebook 


MELBOURNE SPORTS BOOKS 


Mon-Fri: 9.30am-5pm Sat: 10am-12noon 
51 Brunswick Road, East Brunswick, VIC 3057 


Phone:- (03) 9662 1085 
www.melobournesportsbooks.com.au 


Email:- info@melbournesportsbooks.com.au 
Contact:- Santo 0421 793 833 
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Trio remain undeafeated in NPL 1 


By Vic Brincat 


Box Hill United, Sunshine George 
Cross and FC Bulleen Lions are 
the only undefeated sides after 
two rounds of the NPL1 football. 
The most impressive round two 
win came from Moreland Zebras 
who scored four goals without re- 
ply against Kingston City. This 
round of matches produced two 
amazing finishes with Whittle- 
sea Ranges and Dandenong City 
scoring dramatic late winners. 
Good, keen football was the or- 
der of the day with the seven goal 
thriller between Brunswick City 
and Dandenong City being the 
outstanding match of the round. 
The three sides yet to win a game 
are FC Bendigo, Springvale 
White Eagles and Brunswick 
City. 


TWO IN A ROW FOR 
GEORGIES 


This game was transferred to 
Chaplin Reserve where Sunshine 
George Cross took all three points 
in the first ever meeting between 
the two sides. The Georgies took 
the lead from the penalty spot 
through Bobby Lajonica after 
37 minutes following a foul by 
Avondale Heights keeper Antony 
Saric on Delfin Mosibe. Avondale 
Heights took control of the game 
after the break, but could not break 
down the strong Sunshine defence 
led by Eddie Cetkin. Heights wast- 
ed several good scoring chances to 
get back on level terms with the 
best falling to Anthony Fallone 
who missed from a close range 
header. Robert Santill brought off 
a fantastic save to keep his team in 
the lead and the home team nearly 
doubled their advantage late in the 
game when Ross Wallis and Same 
Nour went close. Avondale Heights 
huffed and puffed but could not 
find an end product, while Sun- 
shine George Cross just did enough 
to hang on for the win. 


BOX HILL UNITED YET 
TO CONCEDE A GOAL 


Box Hill United made it two wins 
from two matches after this tough 
encounter against North Geelong 
Warriors at Lara. The all impor- 
tant goal came from the penalty 
spot after 56 minutes following a 
foul by Mark Paleka. Rinor Muriqi 
made no mistake from the penalty 
spot for what turned out to be the 
winning goal. North Geelong had 
the better of possession in the first 
half, but poor shooting and good 
defensive cover by United’s de- 
fence kept the score 0-0 at half- 


time. The introduction of Kenny 
Athiu gave Box Hill better options 
as the visitors came more into the 
game. North Geelong tried des- 
perately to get back on level terms 
after going behind and went close 
several times. The Warriors cause 
was dealt a blow after 80 minutes 
when Reardo Luka was sent off. 
The ten men North Geelong side 
continued to push forward and had 
an 89 minute appeal for a penalty 
denied. Box Hill United was able 
to keep another clean sheet to take 
all three points. 


THRILLER COULD HAVE 
GONE EITHER WAY 


Dandenong City edged out Bruns- 
wick City 4-3 in a seven goal thrill- 
er to register their first win of the 
season. It was goal for goal with 
the balance of the game not decided 
until the dying ambers of the match. 
Brunswick were off the the perfect 
start when Nicholas Terezakis con- 
verted from the spot-kick after only 
two minutes. Dandenong were on 
level terms after 15 minutes when 
Damien Miskulin’s shot flew past 
the Brunswick keeper. The home 
team took a 2-1 half-time after 
Dimitri Vithoulkas was on the end 
of a long pass to slot the ball into 
the net after 34 minutes. It didn’t 
take long for Dandenong to make 
it 2-2 after the break, when Goran 
Juzeljic tapped the ball home of 
some great lead up play on the 
right wing. This goal lifted Dande- 
nong and it didn’t take them long to 
take the lead for the first time after 
65 minutes. Keegan Ziada’s perfect 


placement found the back of the 
net, much to the delight of the trav- 
elling fans. The goal didn’t deflate 
Brunswick and they fought back 
to make it 3-3 when Denis Sadik 
tried his luck from long range, with 
his shot going in off the post. The 
game was up for grabs with both 
sides going for the winner. The 
winning goal came very late in the 
game when Damio Matkovic ran 
onto a great Goran Juzeljic pass to 
slot home the winning goal. 


RICHMOND MAKE BET- 
TER USE OF THEIR 
CHANCES 


A solitary goal from a James Ste- 
fanou header in the 57 minute de- 
cided the result. Springvale can 
only blame themselves for going 
in at half-time without at least one 
goal, after the visitors wasted good 
chances to forge ahead. Springvale 
went close just before the break 
when star of the match Abel Fesse- 
ha chased what looked a lost cause. 
He got to the ball ahead of the 
Richmond keeper Matthew Hras- 
tov, went round him, only to see his 
shot towards an open goal strike 
the post. It was a lucky let off for 
Richmond that kept the game goal- 
less at half-time. Richmond began 
to take control of proceedings as 
the second half wore on with Ham- 
let Armenian unlucky to see his 
header strike the crossbar. Not long 
after Tom Cahill and Josh Knight 
went close to opening the scor- 
ing for the home team. Richmond 


#9 Avondale Heights 


NPLV 1 Standings 


P WDLFAGD PTS 
1 Box Hill United (0) te {| 4 
2 Sun George Cross 
3 FC Bulleen Lions 
4 Moreland Zebras 
5 St Albans Saints 
6 Dandenong City 
7 North Geelong 
8 Whittlesea Ranges 
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NPL 1 action between St Albans 
» Saints and FC Bulleen Lions. 


goal keeper Matthew Hrastov was 
up to the task when saving a fine 
Abel Fesseha effort. Springvale be- 
gan to feel the pressure once they 
conceding the all important goal on 
57 minutes. They tried hard to get 
back into the game, but their task 
was made harder when Zoran Vu- 
kas was sent off after 83 minutes. 
Not long after a member of the 
Eagles staff was also dismissed. It 
was a disappointing ending to the 
match for Springvale White Eagles 
who on the day gave a good ac- 
count of themselves. 


INJURY TIME WINNER 
FOR RANGES 


The Ranges registered their first win 
of the season when they defeated 
FC Bendigo 2-1 in a clash that was 
settled in dramatic circumstances. 
Both sides were desperate for their 
first win after losing their opening 
day matches. It was the home team 
who began the brightest and it only 
took them seven minutes to take 
the lead through Daniel Peluso. 
Bendigo lifted their game but could 
not find an equaliser before the 
break. As the game entered the fi- 
nal stages it seemed that Whittlesea 
had done enough to secure all three 
points with Bendigo unable to turn 
possession into goals. The drama 
began in the 89 minute when Alon 
Blumgart’s brilliant strike looked 
to have salvaged a point for the 
visitors. Whittlesea Ranges were 
awarded a foul on the edge of the 
penalty area and up stepped Mat- 
thew Luliano to hammer home the 


winner in the 92 minute. It was a 
devastating defeat for coach Steve 
Martin and his Bendigo boys, but 
for Whittlesea it was the kind of 
win the team can build on. 


LIONS GET THE BETTER 
OF THE SAINTS 


Bulleen Lions registered their sec- 
ond win of the season following 
their visit to Churchill Reserve 
where they defeated St. Albans 
2-1. Bulleen was on the front foot 
from the first whistle and were re- 
warded after 4 minutes with a goal 
from Japanese midfielder Takanori 
Nishimoto. The Saints lifted after 
this set back and had their chances, 
but poor decision making and good 
defence by Bulleen enabled the vis- 
itors to retain their half-time lead. 
The second half continued in the 
same vein with the home side hav- 
ing plenty of the ball without being 
able to make use of their chances. 
Bulleen struck a killer goal scored 
by Matthew Dimech who will pen 
this goal as one of his best. His 20 
metre half-volley rocketed into the 
net to make the game safe for the 
Llons. St. Albans rallied late in 
the game and were rewarded when 
Barry Devlin made it 2-1. It was to 
be only a consolation goal as there 
was precious little time left to force 
an equaliser. 


ZEBRAS SPANK KINGS- 
TON 


The Moreland Zebras made 
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Richmond 1 (James Stefanou 57’) 
Springvale White Eagles 0 


Brunswick City 3 (Nicholas Terezakis 
2’, Dimitri Vithoulkas 34’, Denis Sadik 
74’) 

Dandenong City 4 (Damien Miskulin 

15’, Goran Juzeljic 57’, Keegan Ziada 
65’, Dario Matkovic 87’) 


Sunshine George Cross 1 (Bozidar 
Lojanica pen. 38’) 
Avondale Heights 0 


North Geelong Warriors 0 
Box Hill United 1 (Rinor Murigi 56’ 
pen.) 


Whittlesea Ranges 2 (Daniel Peluso 
7’, Matthew luliano 90’+2) 
FC Bendigo 1 (Alon Blumgart 89’) 


Moreland Zebras 4 (Adam Centofanti 
9’, Evan Batsis 25’, Joel Nikolic 53’, 
Jack Turner 81’) 

Kingston City 0 


St Albans Saints 1 (Barry Devlin 86’) 
FC Bulleen Lions 2 (Takanori 
Nishimoto 4’, Matt Dimech 82’) 


Avondale Heights vs Brunswick City 
3:00 PM / Sat 5 Apr Avondale Heights 
Reserve 

Sunshine George Cross vs Whittlesea 
Ranges 3:00 PM / Sat 5 Apr Chaplin 
Reserve 

Springvale White Eagles vs North 
Geelong Warriors 3:00 PM / Sat 5 Apr 
White Eagles Stadium 

Box Hill United vs Dandenong City 
3:15 PM / Sat 5 Apr Wembley Park 

FC Bendigo vs Moreland Zebras 
7:00 PM / Sat 5 Apr Epsom Soccer 
Complex 

Kingston City vs St Albans Saints 
8:30 PM / Mon 7 Apr The Grange 
Reserve 

FC Bulleen Lions vs Richmond SC 
8:30 PM / Mon 7 Apr Veneto Club 


amends for their first round loss to 
Bulleen by demolishing Kingston 
City 4-0. This was the second meet- 
ing between these two sides in as 
many weeks following their round 
4 Dockerty Cup clash last week. 
On that occasion the score was a 
lot closer with the Black & Whites 
winning 1-0. There was never any 
doubt in this game after the Zebras 
ran up a two goal lead after only 25 
minutes. The first goal was scored 
by Adam Centofanti following a 
corner-kick. It was 2-0 not long af- 
ter when Evan Batsis scored again 
following another corner. Moreland 
could have added to the score and 
Kingston can thank goalkeeper 
Sermin Sadikovski for keeping the 
score to only two goals at half-time. 
It was 3-0 after 53 minutes when 
Joel Nikolic tapped the ball home 
after the Kingston’s under siege 
keeper palmed away a James Pa- 
padimitriou shot. Simon Tolli had a 
great afternoon and it was his cross 
in the 81st minute that provided 
Jack Turner with the task of scoring 
the fourth Zebras goal. 
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Greens prevail in Grand Final rematch 


By Kristian Stojanov 


Ballarat Red Devils grabbed its 
first NPL win in the battle of the 
two regional clubs on Saturday 
night, scoring a bizarre goal in 
the dying seconds, grabbing a 
3-2 win away to Goulburn Val- 
ley Suns. 

Up 2-1 with one minute of normal 
time remaining, Ballarat looked to 
have the three points sealed un- 
til new signing Kristian Sarkies 
knocked in the rebound from his 
saved penalty to bring the Suns 
level. 

However, the joy of the Suns 
players was short-lived as Ballarat 
substitute Michael Trigger curled 
in a corner in the dying seconds 
which bamboozled everybody in 
the box including Suns keeper Phil 
Petrovski, ending up in the back of 
the net. 

Werribee City also claimed its first 
victory of the season with a 2-1 
comeback win over Hume City at 
Galvin Park on Sunday afternoon. 

The visiting Hume City took an 
early lead after 25 minutes with a 
neat strike by Aaron Turner. 

Werribee then regrouped quickly 
and struck back two minutes later 
as Josh Groenewald was left un- 
marked at the far post, tucking 
away a header to level the scores 
going into the break. 

With no real clear cut chances in 
the second half and the game seem- 
ingly approaching a_ stalemate, 
Werribee City made the most of a 
corner with Steven Cudrig rising 
tallest, heading home the winner 
in the 77th minute to give his side 
its first win of the season. 

Bentleigh Greens was another 
team that picked up its first win of 
the season knocking of Northcote 
City 3-2 at John Cain Memorial 
Park on Sunday afternoon. 

After losing the 2013 Victorian 
Premier League Grand Final in 
extra time to Northcote, Bentleigh 
wasted no time in making amends, 
scoring within the first 30 sec- 
onds. 

David Stirton’s dashing run down 
the left wing ended in a cross to 
an unmarked Anthony Proia, who 
knocked the ball into an open net, 


giving Bentleigh a dream start. 

It didn’t take Bentleigh long to 
double its tally as a corner from 
Christian Cavallo found Jamie De 
Abreu who rose tallest in the box, 
heading home to make it 2-0 in the 
23rd minute. 

Northcote soon found their rhythm 
and 10 minutes later they pulled 
one back to make it 2-1. 

Wade Dekker’s powerful shot was 
saved by Stuart Webster, but he 
could only direct the ball to Jona- 
thon Munoz who made no mistake 
slotting the ball home. 

The comeback was complete on 
the hour mark, as provider soon 
turned scorer when Marino Gas- 
paris drifted in a long ball from the 
left to the ever-dangerous Wade 
Dekker. The youngster connected 
well with a powerful header to 
equalise. 

Bentleigh didn’t have to wait long 
to grab a winner though as Luc Jeg- 
go fired a shot at Northcote keeper 
Chris Theodoridis, who fumbled 
the ball into the net to give the 
Greens a much needed win. 


Ten-man Dandenong Thunder se- 
cured an important 1-0 win over 
a talented Green Gully Cavaliers 
side at George Andrews Reserve 
on Saturday night. 

After losing Kris Kioussis to a red 
card in the first half, Matt Millar 
sent the home fans into a raptures 
with a cracking individual goal in 
the 75th minute to give Dean Hen- 
nessey a win over the club which 
sacked him last season. 

Green Gully started off the 
much stronger side, dominating 
the opening 20 minutes with its 
large amount of experience in the 
squad. 

It went from bad to worse for the 
struggling Dandenong defence 
who were caught out numerous 
amounts of times in the first half, 
as Kris Kioussis was sent packing, 
receiving his second yellow card 
in the space of 6 minutes. 
Thunder came out firing in the 
second half and with 15 min- 
utes remaining grabbed the much 
needed winner when 17-year-old 
Matthew Millar decided to go on 


_ Northcote’s Jonathan 
Bounas beats Jamie De 
Abreu to clear the danger 
following a corner. Photo: 


JOHN PUNSHON 


3 defenders in the proceedings and 
firing home to send the home fans 
into raptures. 

South Melbourne were involved 
in late drama which saw them 
come back from 2-1 down to grab 
a 3-2 away win against Port Mel- 
bourne at JL Murphy Reserve on 
Friday night. 

Down 2-1 with 10 minutes remain- 
ing, a late brace from super-sub 
Leigh Minopoulos saw the visitors 
emerge 3-2 winners and show ev- 
eryone why they are heavy favou- 
rites to take out the NPL title. 

Kamal Ibrahim gave Port Mel- 
bourne a 2-1 lead early on in the 
second half but was short-lived 
by as South Melbourne substitute 
Leigh Minopoulos scored two su- 
perb goals in three minutes to give 
them all three points. 

Late drama also saw Oakleigh 
come away with an empathic 2-1 
come from behind win over the 
struggling Heidelberg. 

Heidelberg took the lead on the 
stroke of half-time with a well 


driven free kick from Jack Petrie 
finding Kaine Sheppard who sub- 
limely flicked the ball with his 
head into the back of the net. 

After both sides produced some 
good chances in the second half, 
Oakleigh finally found its equa- 
liser after 71 minutes as a calmly 
squared cross from Veton Korcari 
found Dusan Bosnjak who took a 
touch with his head then volleyed 
it in the back of the net past a help- 
less McMaster. 

With the match seeming to end 
as a stalemate, Dusan Bosnjak 
proved to be Oakleigh’s hero as 
he grabbed the winner in the 94th 
minute, whipping in a free kick 
which found the top corner, again 
leaving McMaster helpless. 

Pascoe Vale put up a fight but it 
wasn’t enough as they went down 
2-0 to Melbourne Knights at 
Hosken Reserve on Friday night. 

Jacob Colosimo netted twice in 
the second half to give Melbourne 
Knights a perfect start to this sea- 
sons campaign. 


Pascoe Vale 0 
Melbourne Knights 2 
(Jacob Colosimo 63’, 88’) 


Port Melbourne 2 

(Kevin Braniff 38’, Kamal Ibrahim 55’) 
South Melbourne 3 

(Chris Grossman 13’ 0G, Leigh Mino- 
poulos 80’, 83’) 


Oakleigh Cannons 2 
(Dusan Bosnjak 71’, 90’+4) 
Heidelberg United 1 
(Kaine Sheppard 42’) 


Goulburn Valley Suns 2 

(Craig Carley pen. 19’, Kristian Sarkies 
89’) 

Ballarat Red Devils 3 

(Dominic Swinton 3’, 62’, Michael 
Trigger 90’+3) 


Dandenong Thunder 1 
(Matthew Millar 75’) 
Green Gully Cavaliers 0 


Werribee City 2 

(Josh Groenewald 27’, Steven Cudrig 
77) 

Hume City 1 

(Aaron Turner 25’) 


Northcote City 2 

(Jonathon Munoz 33’, Wade Dekker 
61’) 

Bentleigh Greens 3 

(Anthony Proia 1’, Jamie De Abreu 23’, 


Port Melbourne Sharks vs Oakleigh 
Cannons 8:30 PM / Fri 4 Apr JL Murph 
Reserve 


Bentleigh Greens vs Pascoe Vale 
8:30 PM / Fri 4 Apr Kingston Heath 


Green Gully vs South Melbourne 
3:00 PM / Sat 5 Apr Green Gully 
Reserve 


Northcote City vs Ballarat Red Devils 
3:00 PM / Sat 5 Apr John Cain Memo- 
rial Park 


Dandenong Thunder vs Hume City FC 
7:00 PM / Sat 5 Apr George Andrews 
Reserve 


Goulburn Valley Suns vs Heidelberg 
United 7:00 PM / Sat 5 Apr 
John McEwen Reserve 


Melbourne Knights vs Werribee City 
3:00 PM / Sun 6 Apr Knights Stadium 


Lozanovski: Every 


NATIONAL 
PREMIER LEAGUES 


Shaun Moran 


Northcote City boss Goran 
Lozanovski has acknowledged 
that his side must strive to win 
every remaining game this 
season following its demoralis- 
ing 3-2 home loss to Bentleigh 
Greens in the 2013 VPL Grand 
Final replay last weekend. 
Northcote got off to the worst 
possible start when it conceded 
within the first minute against 
the opponent it defeated at AAMI 
Park on the final day of last sea- 
son. 
Although it managed to level the 
ledger in the second stanza, the 
2013 champions could not hold 
on, which renders it pointless af- 
ter its first two matches. 
This did not please its gaffer who 
again lamented his side’s vulner- 
ability at the back, after now hav- 
ing conceded six goals in only 
180 minutes of football. 


www.goalweekly.com 


Liam McCormick introduces 
himself to Northcote City 
keeper, Chris Theodoridis. 
Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


“It was disappointing to give 
away three goals,” he explained. 
“The biggest challenge in any 
coach’s job is to make sure keep 
a clean sheet, but having given 
away three goals in each of your 
first two games, it’s hard for a 
coach to swallow. 

“Especially when you play some 


good stuff, create some good op- 
portunities and score some good 
goals. But then obviously we’ve 
given away charities.” 

City’s slow start to the season 
bears very little resemblance 
to that of 2013, when it won its 
opening seven matches and broke 
from the pack early on. 


Cre Fe -- 


When asked as to how things 
will need to change to stem the 
tide, the 2013 Victorian Premier 
League coach of the year was 
forthright in his response. 
“We’ve had an eight player 
change in roster, so it hasn’t been 
ideal in preseason. So we’ve got 
to manage what we’ve got,” he 


explained. 

“We’ve brought up at least six 
young boys from the 20’s last 
year so they’re obviously learn- 
ing the hard way at the moment. 
We just need to keep positive. 
That’s what we’ve got and it’s 
still a good group. 

“Tt’s all about the one percenters, 
and if we do that right, I think 
we'll win a lot more games than 
lose.” 

A ruthless backline boasting 
the likes of Bonel Obradovic 
and Michael Eager played a 
monumental role in securing the 
premiership and championship 
double last season. 

Their absence this time round 
hasn’t bothered the former Soc- 
ceroo too much, who maintains 
that his defence will come good 
in due time. 

“Obviously, they’re [North- 
cote’s defence] not showing that 
they’re gelling well at the mo- 
ment,” he admitted. 

“But we'll get there. Kristian 
Konstantinidis has been away 
for the last three weeks. He’ll be 
back on board this week so we’ ll 
be working towards being more 


game is a must win 


defensively sound.” 

A fruitless start and a format 
which sees the first past the post 
awarded champions means that 
there remains little to no room 
for error going forward. 
Lozanovski agrees that nothing 
less than three points is expected 
in what has become a win at all 
costs match against the Ballarat 
Red Devils only three weeks in. 
“Definitely,” he confirmed. 

“T think you need to win as 
many games as you can to keep 
yourself up with the rest of the 
pack. The longer we take to 
get our first points and win, the 
harder it is to chase the pack and 
especially the top three of four. 

“So it is important that we get 
a win. No one’s going to want 
to play against us because we 
still haven’t had our first win. So 
it’s still going to be as tough for 
them as much as it’s going to be 
tough for us. 


Follow Shaun on Twitter @ 
MoranShaun 


Compiled by DAMIAN DAVIES 


Seems as though the composition 
of the Socceroos squad is fast be- 
coming a week by week exercise 
in assessment and analysis. We 
are closely watching who is play- 
ing, who is injured and who is 
in good form. Plenty of football 
being played around the global, 
and a large number of Aussies 
are making a case for inclusion 
in the World Cup squad. A lot 
of international club football in 
progress, with a healthy number 
of Aussies featuring in these com- 
petitions. 


Transfers 

Numerous players released at the 
end of the last season across Asia 
have been unable to find new clubs 
or have moved back to Australia. 
Two moves relevant to the Soc- 
ceroos with Lucas Neill going out 
on loan to get first team football 
and the injured Curtis Good ending 
his stint in Scotland early. 


Additions/changes to player data- 
base: 

Luis Abadia (/4 Apr 1995) - trans- 
ferred to Kaya FC, Philippines 
Mitchell Austin (3 Apr 1991) - 
loan to Brackley Town, England 
Matt Bonasera (8 Jul 1995) - 
transferred to CF Badalona, Spain 
Sam Gibson (1/ Nov 1988) - trans- 
ferred to SV Bergisch Gladbach 09, 
Germany 

Curtis Good (23 Mar 1993) - loan 
return to Newcastle, England 
Ryan Griffiths (2/ Aug 1981) - 
transferred to Sarawak, Malaysia 
Jordan Nadalin (28 Jan 1996) - 
transferred to Balzan, Malta 
Lucas Neill (9 Mar 1978) - loan to 
Doncaster Rovers, England 


Removed from player database: 
Oscar Brooks (Vyzas FC) - uncon- 
tracted, whereabouts unknown 
Richie Cardozo (Waitakere Unit- 
ed) - transferred to Hume City, 
VIC 

Michael Cvetkovski (Yangon 
United) - uncontracted, where- 
abouts unknown 

Jamie de Abreu (Team Welling- 
ton) - transferred to Bentleigh 
Greens, VIC 

Brendan Gan (Kelantan) - changed 
citizenship to Malaysia 

Liam Graham (Ascoli) - uncon- 
tracted, whereabouts unknown 
Steve Hayes (Hong Kong Rang- 
ers) - transfer cancelled, returned 
to South Coast Wolves 

Danny Invincibile (Army United) 
- uncontracted, whereabouts un- 
known 

Adrian Madaschi (Jeju United) 
- uncontracted, whereabouts un- 
known 

Dylan Mernagh (Waterford FC) 
- uncontracted, whereabouts un- 
known 

Daniel Mitwali (SV Wehen Wies- 
baden II) - uncontracted, where- 
abouts unknown 

Kyle Nix (Chiangrai United) - un- 
contracted, whereabouts unknown 
Harley Orr (APS Zakynthos) - 
transferred to Perth SC, WA 

David Rowley (Nara United) - un- 
contracted, whereabouts unknown 
George Slefendorfas (WaiBOP) - 
transferred to Bendigo, VIC 
Goran Subara (Bangkok Glass) 
- uncontracted, whereabouts un- 
known 


ussies Strive f 


Lucas Neill 
(Doncaster Rovers) 


Club Level:- 

England (Premiership) 

A recent win against Chelsea sees 
Mile Jedinak’s Crystal Palace 
sneak a little closer to safety. With 
only seven games to go, he is still 
yet to miss a minute of this cam- 
paign and is leading the way in 
tackles, incepts and clearances in 
the Premier league. Outstanding 
season for him personally. 


England (Championship) 

In terms of minutes played, Shane 
Lowry at Millwall had the most 
productive March. Team mate 
Scott McDonald was not too far 
behind him. Alex Cisak’s Burn- 
ley are looking good for automatic 
promotion although he has played 
only a supporting role watching 
from the bench. 


England (League One) 

Another month of standout Aussie 
performances. Hard to split the 
contributions of Inman (Crewe), 
Wesolowski (Oldham), Kilkenny 
and Wright (Preston North End) 
and Luongo (Swindon Town). All 
seeing good minutes and having an 
impact on their respective club’s 
perfromances. We may well see 
one or two of these guys playing 
themselves into the Brazil squad. 


Germany (2. Bundesliga) 
Promising signs for the Socceroos 
with Mat Leckie taking his goal 
tally to eight at FSV. We have also 
seen the return to the starting line 
up of Ben Halloran at Fortuna 
Dusseldorf 


Netherlands (Eredivisie) 

Jason Davidson scored again late 
March, and has probably almost 
cemented his spot in the Socceroos 
over the past 4 months. Tommy 
Oar continues to show his value, 
providing assists and scoring at 
Utrecht. Team mate Adam Sarota 
has been in and out of the starting 
eleven of late. 


Austria (Bundesliga) - 
James Holland continues to start 
every game for Austria Wien. 


Belgium (Pro League) - 
Mat Ryan is arguable the most suc- 
cessful of players to move abroad 


this season. Keeping plenty of 
clean sheets at Club Brugge while 
moving closer to cementing the 
first choice keeper role at national 
level after an assured 45 minutes 
against Ecuador. 


Switzerland (Super League) 

Both Aussies Dario Vidosic (FC 
Sion) and Oliver Bozanic (FC Lu- 
zern) didn’t have the same high fly- 
ing months in Switzerland that they 
have experienced since transferring 
but still featuring regularly. 


Greece (Super League) 

A new role for Apostolis Giannou 
at Panionios Athens as he plays a 
more creative role as opposed to 
finishing. Nearing 2000 minutes in 
his 26 appearances, his off-season 
move is certainly getting him the 
playing time he needed. 


Croatia (1. HNL) 

The emergence of Tomislay Mr- 
cela at NK Hrvatski Dragovoljac 
is very impressive. With now 18 
starts in a fairly tough league, he is 
certainly on the national radar. Re- 
portedly several bigger name clubs 
monitoring him closely. 


Scotland (Premier) 

With 30 starts at Hearts, Dylan 
McGowan is gaining more rec- 
ognition of his talents. A club that 
has had it’s fair share of financial 
hardship along with impending 
relegation, will be interesing to see 
if Dylan has played his way into a 
move to a bigger club. Jackson Ir- 
vine has now returned to the start- 
ing eleven at Kilmarnock. 


Scotland (Championship) - 
Journeyman keeper Seb Usai now 
finds himself as starting keeper at 
Cowdenbeath. 


Cyprus (1. Division) Winger Robert 
Stambolziev has made 26 appear- 
ances at AEK Kouklion but now is 
playing in the relegation group. 


or Brazil Radar 


China (Super League) 

With the new season just com- 
mencing, Jonas Salley (Guizhou 
Renhe), Adam Hughes (Harbin 
Yiteng), Billy Celeski (Liaoning 
Whowin) and Daniel McBreen 
(Shanghai SIPG) have all started 
strongly. 


Japan (J. League) 

Josh Kennedy has started the 
season well at Nayoga Grampus. 
Having played 90 minutes in the 
first five fixtures and scoring twice. 
Both Mitch Nichols (Cerezo Osa- 
ka) and Danny Vukovic (Vegalta 
Sendai) have made their club de- 
buts. 


Philippines (UFL) - numerous 
Aussies at Kaya FC are making 
an impact, one of which is former 
A League player Richard Greer. 
While Jesse Martindale is start- 
ing each week at Green Archers 
United. 


India (I League) - special men- 
tion to Tolgey Ozbey who scored 
all four goals in a recent Dempo 
victory. Several Aussies such as 
Sean Rooney (Bengaluru), Daniell 
Zeleny (Churchill Borthers), Si- 
mon Colosimo (Dempo), Mirjan 
Pavlovic (Pune) and Matt Foschi- 
ni (Salgoacar) all turning out each 
week for their clubs. 


Hong Kong (HKFA 1st Division) - for- 
mer Melbourne Knights striker An- 
drew Barisic continues his scoring 
spree at South China. While Dylan 
Macallister is the man at Eastern 
AA. 


Malaysia (Super League) -Ryan 
Griffiths has made his debut for 
Sarawak, while Mario Karlovic 
(Terengganu) and Steve Pantelidis 
(Selangor) continue to perform 
well in that league. 


Thailand (Premier League) 

Former A League players Erik 
Paartalu (Muang Thong United) 
and Trent McClenahan (PTT 
Rayong) are seeing plenty of game 
time. 


James Holland 
(Austria Wien) 
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Qatar (Stars League) 

Mark Bresciano has made a suc- 
cessful return to first team football 
at Al Gharafa. 


Injuries: 

A long term knee injury to Rob- 
bie Kruse and an achilles problem 
for Rhys Williams look like being 
WC ending for both players. James 
Meredith is still on the sidelines 
with his broken foot, while Carl 
Valeri has been out for a month 
with a thigh problem. Curtis Good 
continues his recovery from a hip 
injury suffered on national duty 
while Tim Cahill has sent a scare 
through the ranks after coming 
off with a hamstring injury. Trent 
Sainsbury is back in full training 
for PEC Zwolle after his freakish 
knee injury. 


Club Competitions:- 


Europe 

(UEFA Champions League) 

Both Langerak (Dortmund) and 
Schwarzer (Chelsea) sat on the 
bench as their teams progressed to 
the quarter finals.. 


(UEFA Europa League) 

No Australians appeared in March 
although Eli Babalj’s AZ remain 
in the competition. 


South America 

(Copa Libertadores) 

Richard Porta was an unused 
substitute during the month for his 
club. 

Asia 


(Asian Champions League) 

In the group stages, Alex Wilkin- 
son (Jeonbuk Motors) and Jonas 
Salley (Guizhou Renhe) saw 90 
minutes in both their games. Mitch 
Nichols came off the bench at Cer- 
ezo Osaka while Ryan McGowan 
remained on the bench at Shandong 
Luneng. 


(AFC Cup) 
A number of Aussies playing n the 
group stages with Andrew Bari- 


Aussies Abroad 
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sic (South China), Steve Panteldis 
(Selangor), Sam Gallagher (Hanoi 
T&T) and Mirjan Pavlovic (Pune) 
all getting starts. New recruit Dan- 
iell Zeleny remained on the bench 
for Churchill Brothers. 


Reserves and Youth:- 

Some promising news in Spain 
with both Theo Markelis and 
Calvin Lovric appearing in the 
second string at Hercules Alicante. 
Giancarlo Gallifuoco is progress- 
ing well at Tottenham, while 16 
yo Hyuga Tanner has been playing 
for the Blackburn U21’s. Another 
young talent to note is Panos Ar- 
menakas. At the age of 15, he is 
now starting in the U18’s at Wat- 
ford and has played for a Greek 
national youth team. 


International level 

The friendly against Ecuador taught 
use many lessons. Mat Ryan 
seems to have put a bit of distance 
between himself and Langerak, 
but that really shows how impor- 
tant game time is at club level. Our 
younger players need experience at 
international level ASAP. We are a 
little lost when playing one down. 
The creativeness of Robbie Kruse 
will be missed. We have space for 
the likes of Kennedy and Bres- 
ciano to come into this squad. Tim 
Cahill is an Aussie legend. All 
good pieces of imformation as we 
build for Brazil. 


Socceroo (capped) of the month 
A fairly even month for about 3-4 
Socceroos, but the recognition goes 
to Josh Kennedy. Starting the sea- 
son in Japan with full games and a 
few goals is the perfect scenario for 
both club and country. Reaching 
an age where perhaps he needs to 
be “managed” because of his his- 
tory of back injuries, a very posi- 
tive start. 

Sept — Cahill, Oct - Vidosic, Nov 
- Ryan, Dec - Jedinak, Jan - Jedi- 
nak, Feb - Ryan 


Under the radar (uncapped) 

Also a line ball decision this month, 
but the efforts of Shane Lowry 
deserve recognition. A very chal- 
lenging season after both falling 
out of favour with the manager 
and receiving two red cards, he has 
bounced back strongly. Facing a 
huge relegation battle at Millwall, 
so will be an interesting 2 months 
both at club level and national level 
as he strives to impressive the na- 
tional selectors. 

Sept - Wilkinson, Oct - Kon- 
stantinidis, Nov - Luongo, Dec 
- Mrcela, Jan - Giannou, Feb - 
Wright 


Young player (U21) of the month 
Sixteen year old Hyuga Tanner 
has been in the youth ranks at 
Blackburns for several seasons, he 
is also involved in the junior na- 
tional teams. Now finding himself 
starting in the U21’s at Blackburn 
is a feather in his cap. He report- 
edly has several of the bigger clubs 
closely monitoring his progress. 
One to watch. 

Sept - Ikonomidis , Oct - Ugark- 
ovic, Nov - Ryan Williams, Dec 
- Cooper, Jan - B.Smith, Feb - 
Grant 


Green Gully Soccer Club 


MT W 9am - Midnight T & F 9am - 1am 
Sat 10am - 2am Sun 10am - Midnight 


Green Gully Reserve, Club House Place Keilor Downs VIC 3038 Melway Reference: 14 E8 
Tel: (03) 9366-6697 Email: ggullysc@bigpond.net.au 


1983, 1999,2000,2003,2005, 
2010, 2011 


VPL Champions: Ta 8825!" 


PASCOE (Liem rsa STORE 


Top of the Range Boots 
Team Uniforms 
Goalkeeping Gear 
raining Equipment 
All your needs in One 
Super Store! 

Mention Goal! Weekly 


for a 10% Discount 


403A Bell St Pascoe Vale South VIC 3044 P: 9354 2791 
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FAFL Cup comes 
to Futsal 02 


This weekend the Women’s FAFL Cup 
comes to town with the best players 
from around the country taking part in 
the 2 day long event. Last years win- 
ners Parramatta Blues will be looking 
to go back to back as well as an im- 
proved showing from the Melbourne 
contingent with the inception of the 
PEPSI WV-League the Melbourne sides 
will play a big part in the make up of 
the finals. New comers to the FAFL is 


FUTSAL @z The Futbol Town Show every Tuesday 6.30pm on C31 & C44Digital 


Compiled by Jimmy Soufis 


competition against last year finalists 
Rovers Futsal to kick off the tourna- 
ment. Western Australian side WASFL5 
will kick off their campaign against 
last season’s PEPSI WV-League win- 
ners Richmond. Melbourne Uni will 
play their debut game against other 
debutants in Sydney Magic. It will be 
a tournament to remember, Get down 
to 407 Victoria Street Brunswick, You 
don’t want to miss it. 


mEBEST IN GZ 


NIKE V-LEAGUE Premiership 


P W LBD FA GD Pts 
FC Adelaide who make their bow in the 1 Hume FC 100086 18 € 
2 Fitzroy FC 100095++48 
8 Pascoe Vale FC 1 @ 0) Om 4 al & 
4 Vic Vipers FC I ONORORGH EES 
ig) 5 Ashburton FC 010046-20 
sSa/7 6 Micklenam FC 010059-40 
7 FC Balwyn 010048-40 
8 Metropolitan FC O10OS & SO 
Pepsi Womens WV-LEAGUE 
PWLBD F A GD Pts 
Ore a iP , b 1 FC Richmond 1OWOW © +16e 
: Adelaide F ae 5 2 Pascoe Vale FC 1OC0O 6 © ae 
{1:50 Parramatta Blues v Pescoe Velo FC Bali gos thelp ist win tack -Vic Vipers just went down 9 Asburlon FC LO) ee coke 
12:40 Melbourne Uni v Sydney Magic in the V-League with a hard io) Gewapicne: Richacnd 4 Fitzroy FC 1000 8 2 a @ 
B 13:30 Rovers Futsal v WASFL 5 fought 7-2 win over Ashbur- ” pl ae : 5 Melbourne UniFC 10100 2 8 -10 
A 14:20 Parramatta Blues v Melbourne Uni : ‘ 3-2 in a nail biting affair. 6 Vic Vipers FC O100 © 2 2o 
A.15:10 Sydney Magic v Pascoe Vale FC ton with the scoreline flatter- 7 CF Brunswick H100 08 CO 
B 16:00 FC Richmond v FC Adelaide ing the Bullets a touch. 8 FC Carlton 0100 018-13 0 
A 16:50 Melboume Uni v Pascoe Vale FC ee State League Championship 
B 18:30 FC Adelaide v WASFLS PWLBD FA GD PIs 
A 19:20 Sydney Magic v Parramatta Blues 1 Moreland FC (OOM 1494 
2 FC Collingwood 1000 9 74283 
3 FC Melbourne 1000 8 7 42.3 
4 CF Brunswick CROROROMOMO MOR ORO 
5 FC Carlton COOOO O 0 400 
6 Brimbank FC 01007 9-20 
7 Brighton FC O100 1 620 
8 Albert Park FC 0100 110-90 
State League One 
PWLB DF A GD Pts 
1 FC Essendon 1 OO Oa Gass s 
2 CF South Melb 1O0O 6 1 ae 
3 Mcleod FC 1OOO & S428 
4 FC Northcote 1OOOd @ 44) 3 
5 FC Hawthorn 0100 4 5-1 © 
6 FC Footscray O10O0 8 62 o 
_— — 7 Toorak FC OM ImORO) 6-5 0 
Pascoe Vale suffered a shock defeat to an understrength| Vic Vipers blew a 5-2 lead as Fitz- Bk aed ae ety ain 
Fitzroy 2-1 which could dent their title charge. Fy Tana heen Gee paca aed aiid Sean ae 
- | an 
to claims a famous victory. : ene : : : ae ie 3 
Futsal 0z Scoreboard 8 FC Preston 1OWO S GC ae 6 
Womens PEPSI League 4 Elstemwick FC 1OCO 6 Baile 
Results Next Round 5 FC Richmond O100 2 =) © 
6 FC Geelong O100 8 62 o 
CF Brunswick 0-6 Pascoe Vale FC 7:30em - FC Carlton vs Melo Uni FC 7 Coburg Athletic O1060 BA 2 a 
FC Richmond 13-0 FC Carlton 8:15pm - CF Brunswick vs Ashburton 8 Doncaster FC O1 00 Sil & O 
Fitzroy FO 3-2 Melboume Uni FC 9:00pm - Pascoe Vale FC vs Fitzroy FC — 
Ashburton FC 2-0 Vic Vipers FC 9:45pm - Vic Vipers FC vs FC Rich- 
mond 
NIKE Men’s V-League 
Results Next Round 
5:00em - Mickleham FC vs Metro FC 


Fitzroy FC 9-5 Mickleham FC 
Ashburton FC 4-6 Vic Vipers FC 
FC Balwyn 4-8 Pascoe Vale FC 
Hume FC 8-3 Metropolitan FC 


6:00pm - 
7:00pm - 
8:00pm - 


Vic Vipers FC vs Fitzroy FC 
Pascoe Vale FC vs Hume FC 
FC Balwyn vs Ashburton FC 


FOz Cup Top Goalscorers 


Mens Women’s 
1. George Harrison - Hume FC - 5 1. Maya Edgerton-Bachman - Melb - 6 } - r 
2. Sofiane Soufi - Pascoe Vale FC - 4 2. Azize Erenli - FC Richmond - 4 a 


3. Kariah White - FC Richmond - 4 
4. Grace Kim - Melbourne Uni FC - 4 
5. Alexandra Gummer - Ashburton 


3. Ernie Simsek - Metropolitan FC - 4 
4. Hamid Hassanikhoo - Hume FC - 4 
5. Alistair Dunlop - Fitzroy FC - 2 


| Pascoe Vale comfortably dealt with Hume taking the = 
points with a 5-2 victory. - = 


Metropolitan put together a come from behind 
win over a gallant Mickleham taking the points 
4-2 


VWikleope 2 FUISAL@ > CL? Pnegeatts 


Soaeinl Peasue 
competitions 


Wurrarars Wusta Wersrars 


Trainins 


« Preschool program ° Futsal training 


* Men’s & Women’s Social Leagues * Social League training 


* Junior Oz Clinics 
* Mixed Social Leagues : ae * Elite Futsal League 
* Elite training 


i * School Holiday Program 
* Junior Leagues (roys & airs) . at) 
¢ Junior training 


* Elite Futsal training 


(see ‘ALL Juniors— Boys & Girls ‘from 2 years to 16 years of age’) * Social Junior Leagues 


* Elite Leagues ho, 


Couch Potato * ALL TIMES ARE AEDT 


_ SETANTA 


Friday 4-Apr Primera Division 
Round 11 San Lorenzo v Arsenal 
8:15am LIVE 


Sky Bet Championship Round 40 
Leicester v Sheff Weds 5:45am 
LIVE 

Scottish Premiership Round 33 
Ross County v Inverness 5:45am 
LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 
Bundesliga Round 29 Hamburg v 
Leverkusen 7:45am Delayed 

Sky Bet Championship Round 40 
Wigan v Leeds 10:15pm LIVE on 
setantasportsplus.com 

Scottish Premiership Round 33 
Dundee United v Celtic 10:45pm 
LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 


Sky Bet Championship Round 40 
Bournemouth v QPR 1:00am LIVE 
on setantasportsplus.com 
Primera Division Round 12 TBC v 
TBC 7:15am LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 29 Augsburg v 
Bayern Munich 1:45pm Delayed 
Bundesliga Round 29 Werder Bre- 
men v Schalke 3:35pm Delayed 
Bundesliga Round 29 Dortmund 
v Wolfsburg 5:25pm Delayed 
Bundesliga Round 29 Braunsch- 
weig v Hannover 11:30pm LIVE 


Ramsdens Cup Final Rangers v 
Raith Rovers 3:30am Delayed 
Primera Division Round 12 TBC v 
TBC 7:15am LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 29 Hertha 
Berlin v Hoffenheim 9:30am 
Delayed 


Scottish Premiership Round 33 
Hibernain v Aberdeen 4:45am 
LIVE 


Copa Libertadores 2nd Stage 
Matchday 8 Flamengo v Leon 
11:00am LIVE 


UEFA Europa League Quarter- 
Final 2nd Leg Juventus v Lyon 
5:05am LIVE 

UEFA Europa League Quarter-Final 
2nd Leg Benfica v AZ 5:05am LIVE 
on setantasportsplus.com 

UEFA Europa League Quarter- 
Final 2nd Leg Valencia v 

Basel 5:05am LIVE on setantas- 
portsplus.com 

UEFA Europa League Quarter-Final 
2nd Leg Sevilla v Porto 5:05am 
LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 


Bundesliga Round 30 Schalke v 
Frankfurt 4:30am LIVE 

Sky Bet League One Round 42 
Rotherham v Bradford 4:45am LIVE 
on setantasportsplus.com 

Sky Bet Championship Round 42 
QPR v Nottm Forest 9:15pm LIVE 
on setantasportsplus.com 
Scottish Cup Semi-Final Rangers v 
Dundee United 9:45pm LIVE 


Sky Bet Championship Round 
42 Burnley v Middlesbrough 
12:00am LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 30 Bayern Mu- 
nich v Dortmund 2:30am LIVE 
Bundesliga Round 30 
Monchengladbach v Stuttgart 
4:30am Delayed 

Primera Division Round 13 TBC v 
TBC 7:15am LIVE 

Skrill Premier Round 43 Luton v 
Braintree 11:35am Delayed 


ak), (SPORTS: 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
All times AEDT 

All games LIVE unless stated 

Times listed below are ten minutes prior 
to kick-off. 


WEEK 34 
Fri Apr 5 Man City v Southampton 
10.35 pm Fox 1 


Sat Apr 6 Newcastle v Man Utd 
12.50 am Fox 1 


Sat Apr 6 Cardiff v Crystal Palace 
12.50 am Fox 3 


Sat Apr 6 Aston Villa v Fulham 
12.50 am Viewers Choice 


Sat Apr 6 Hull v Swansea 
12.50 am Viewers Choice 


Sat Apr 6 Norwich v West Brom 
12.50 am Viewers Choice 


Sat Apr 6 Chelsea v Stoke 
2.20 am Fox 1 


Sat Apr 6 Everton v Arsenal 
10.20 pm Fox 3 


Sun Apr 7 West Ham v Liverpool 
12.50 am Fox 3 


Mon Apr 8 Tottenham v Sunderland 
4.50 am Fox 3 


HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 
ALL GAMES LIVE 


Fri Apr 4 Adelaide v Melb Heart 
7.30 pm Fox 1 


Sat Apr 5 Newcastle v Melb Victory 
5.30 pm Fox 3 


Sat Apr 5 Wanderers v Brisbane 
7.45 pm SPEED Channel / Viewers Choice 


Sat Apr 5 Perth v Central Coast 
9.45 pm Fox 2 


Sun Apr 6 Sydney v Wellington 
5.00 pm Fox 3 


Magazine Shows 

Sunday 30 March 

Santo, Sam and Ed’s Total Football 
9.10 pm 

(Fox 1) 


(No Shootout scheduled). 


SPANISH LA LIGA 


Sat Apr 6 Rayo Vallecano v Celta Vigo 
5.55 am Fox 2 


Sun Apr 7 Valladolid v Valencia 
Fox 1 


4.55 am 


SBS ONE 


Evey Friday 


7:30 pm A-League Live 


Every Sunday 
4:30 pm UEFA Champions League 
Magazine 


Every Monday 
4:30 pm FIFA Futbol! Mundial 
11:00 pm The World Game 


Every Thursday 

8:30 pm Thursday FC 

11:00 pm UEFA Champions League 
Highlights Show 


SBS TWO 


Every Monday 
9:30 pm A-League Highlights Show 


Every Tuesday 
5:00 pm A-League Highlights Show 


att 
Matthew Naqvi 


The A-League has plenty on offer 
for fans this weekend with two great 
games with heavy finals implica- 
tions. 

Saturday evening’s game between 
Newcastle Jets and Melbourne Victory 
will be a heated and tightly contested 
match. Both teams will be desperate for 
the win to guarantee a spot in the finals. 
Jets have been in and around the fifth 
to eight spot all season and could find 
themselves in the right position at the 
right time. 

Melbourne Victory on the other could 
receive the shock of the year by being 


in the top four for most of the season 
and not making the finals at all. Vic- 
ory need to win to keep their top two 
chances alive. Last week they couldn’t 
get the three points against Sydney to 
edge clear of the pack, putting them in 
his predicament. 

This will be a close and enthralling 
battle which both teams needing the 
win. Victory will be able to get the 
best out of themselves to grab a vital 
away win. 

The other important game is Satur- 
day night’s game is the blockbuster 
between Brisbane Roar and Western 
Sydney Wanderers. Brisbane has noth- 
ing to prove now after winning the 
Premiers Plate and top spot locked in. 
The Wanderers will be trying to make 
their mark to secure the bye in the fi- 
nals series. Brisbane Roar will once 
again be without star striker Besart 
Berisha who receiving another red 
card last weekend. However, given 


their many attacking options including 
Henrique, Petratos and Broich, Roar 
will be confident in gaining the three 
points. 

If the Wanderers play their best defen- 
sively, a win is on the cards. However, 
Brisbane is a very polished side who 
will be hoping to enter the finals series 
in the best form possible. A draw would 
be a likely outcome in this contest. 
The EPL delivers a number of impor- 
tant games with the battle for top four 
spots heating up. Three teams are ago- 
nisingly close in the quest for the top 
spot and all have interesting matches 
this weekend. Manchester City will 
be vying for top spot with a win over 
Southampton, and given their two 
games in hand, this could put them in 
a fantastic position. Chelsea host Stoke 
City in what will be an intriguing 
match-up while Liverpool plays West 
Ham United away from home. Given 
the results of the past few weeks, any- 
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thing can happen. A loss for Chelsea 
would all but rule out their chances of 
winning the title, while Liverpool can 
really solidify their position with a win 
and Manchester City draw or lose. 
Everton against Arsenal will be a gen- 
uine must watch with both teams de- 
termined to secure fourth spot. Given 
Everton’s game in hand, a win here 
will fortify their stake at the final spot 
to qualify for the UEFA Champions 
League. 
When the weekend’s action is said and 
done, make sure to tune into SBS for 
The A-League Highlights Show and 
The World Game on Monday night. 
Get your comedy fix with the always 
entertaining Santo, Sam and Ed’s Total 
Football over on Foxtel. 

Enjoy plenty of football action this 
weekend and hopefully your team 
wins. 


Box Hill 


By Katie Lambeski 


The 2014 Women’s Premier 
League kicked off in superb fash- 
ion on its opening weekend, with 
goals galore packed over four 
days. 
Box Hill started their season off at 
home to Ashburton, opening their 
2014 account with a 5-2 win on 
Friday night. Both teams had a new 
look to them, having welcomed new 
faces to their ranks over the pre- 
season. A hat-trick from Box Hill 
forward newcomer Jasmina Pedic 
proved to be the decider of the bat- 
tle, but Ashburton will be left to rue 
a costly penalty miss early as Box 
Hill’s Melissa Barbieri twice denied 
Paula Loveland from the spot after 
the first penalty had to be retaken. 
From then on, Box Hill took over 
proceedings and made it count as 
they went ahead after twenty min- 
utes through defender Ellie Brush. 
Box Hill continued where they left 
off at the start of the second half, 
with Pedic bringing up her brace just 
three minutes after the restart and 
subsequently ending the game as a 
contest. Pedic bought up her side’s 
fourth goal via a header with twenty 
minutes to play, but it would be 
Ashburton who finished the better as 
they took some consolation through 
a brace from Jesse Kotsikas. 
Heidelberg made a successful visit 
to Monbulk to begin their season, 
courtesy of a 3-0 win on Saturday. 
Despite not having it their own way 
for parts of the contest, the strength 
of the experienced Heidelberg told 
and secured three points. 
Melanie Camilleri marked her return 
to Heidelberg with a goal on the fif- 
teenth minute, with Michelle Verzi 
complementing her on the half hour 
mark to double the lead. Monbulk, 
led by the likes of Emily Hulbert 
and Emma Heckenberg, proved they 
are going to be a tough side to beat. 
It took a late Angie Rassias goal to 
truly put Monbuk away, and it may 
be a case of both teams just being 
happy with the opening hitout. 
Casey and Cairnlea played out a 


off to a flyer in WPL opener 


Her team mates are all smiles after Angie 


~ 


Rassias (second from left) has scored Heidel- 
berg’s third goalPhoto: JOHN PUNSHON 


—=— 


scrappy 1-1 draw to open their 
points accounts at Cairnlea Park on 
Sunday, with both sides lacking the 
polish in front of goal to make a dif- 
ference. Aneta Komijat opened the 
scoring for Cairnlea at the sixteenth 
minute, as she leapt on a through 
ball to round Casey keeper’ Stepha- 
nie Dwyer to hit an empty net. 
It wouldn’t be long before parity 
was restored, after Casey’s Laura 
Croft penalty converted after the 
referee pointed to the spot for a 
handball in Cairnlea’s penalty area. 
Casey would have to wonder how 
they didn’t take three points from 
there, as the second half was pre- 
dominately played in the home 
side’s half. Unfortunately a lack of 
match fitness turned the match into 
a scrap with a lack of clear chances, 
leaving the two sides deadlocked. 
Newly promoted Boorondara Ea- 


gles held the more heavily-favoured 
Bundoora to a scoreless draw on 
Sunday, in a result not many would 
have seen coming considering the 
strength of Bundoora’s squad up 
against the inexperience of the com- 
petition newbies. 

The strength of Boorondara lies in 
its defence, led by Adelaide United’s 
Alex Gummer and Rachael Quigley, 
this result will be a boon so early 
in the season, to indicate they can 
match it with the league’s stron- 
gest teams. Bundoora are yet to re- 
ally take shape, and wouldn’t be too 
daunted by this opening result. 
Sandringham and South Melbourne 
look set to repeat their dominance of 
last season, if Monday night’s WPL 
fixtures are any indicator after both 
recorded big wins. 

South Melbourne swept past 
Bulleen, easing to a 4-1 win at the 


WPL Round 2 


Casey Comets vs Box Hill 
United 

8:30 PM / Fri 4 Apr 
Comets Stadium 


Monbulk Rangers vs Cairnlea 
8:30 PM / Fri 4 Apr 
Monbulk Recreation Reserve 


Bundoora United vs Sandring- 
ham 

1:00 PM / Sat 5 Apr 

Hillsview Recreation Reserve 


South Melbourne vs Boroondara' 
Eagles 

3:00 PM / Sat 5 Apr 

Ralph Reserve 


FFV Under 17 Girls vs Heidel- 
berg United SC 

3:00 PM / Sat 5 Apr 

State Football Centr 


Ashburton Womens vs FC 
Bulleen Lions 

3:00 PM / Sun 6 Apr 
Ashburton Park 


Lions’ David Barro Stadium. Goals 
from Tiffany Eliadis, Laura Spira- 
novic, Selin Kuralay and club debu- 
tant Tijen Hussein did the honours 
for South on the night, rubbing out 
Salma Tawfic’s thirty-first minute 
equalizer. 

Sandringham did very much the 
same to the FFV U-17 side on the 
same night, overpowering the youth 
team to start their season with a 6-1 
win. 

Part of Sandringham’s strengths 
come in its bevy of contributors 
and team-first ethos, and they have 
added talent to the squad, namely in 
the form of ex-South Melbourne tal- 
ent Annabelle Gibney. Goals from 
Nicola Prins ( x2), Christie Parton, 
Emma Runnalls, Steph Tanti and an 
own goal from U-17’s Sky Jensen 
led the rout, while Alexi Garcia got 
on the scoresheet for U-17’s. 


Penny Bakopoulos (Heidelberg) 
dispossesses Erin Doughty. Elise 
Kyrgios is also on hand.Photo: 
JOHN PUNSHON 
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NATIONAL 
PREMIER LEAGUES 


Mark Stavroulakis 


Blacktown Spartans sit atop the 
table after three rounds of the 
National Premier Leagues IGA 
NSW Men’s 1, a position empha- 
sised by their 5-1 win over Rock- 
dale City Suns. 

Meanwhile in the Match of the 
Round, Sydney United 58 beat 
their traditional rivals Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles, as the season starts 
to get into stride. 


Blacktown Spartans 5-1 Rockdale 
City Suns 

What a statement. 

Blacktown Spartans have long 
been considered a team to break 
the establishment at the pointy end 
of the table and they proved their 
credentials with a superb win and 
performance on Saturday night. 
Rockdale had no answers on the 
road and their performance will 
leave Branko Culina with plenty 
of food for thought heading into 
round four. 

Spartans actually came from be- 
hind after Nick Taneski gave Suns 
the lead. 

Braces from David Gullo and Greg 
Kondek, plus a goal from substitute 
Kingsley Williams saw Spartans 
leave Suns in their wake. 


St George FC 0-3 Sutherland 
Sharks 

St George’s struggled against a 
Sutherland side just starting to find 
their range after a iffy few rounds. 
Robbie Stanton’s side led by two at 
the break and extended their lead to 
three after the interval. 

Nathan Elasi was at the double 
for Sutherland while Ethan Gal- 
braith also found his name on the 
scoresheet. 


Marconi Stallions 0-4 Blacktown 
City 

Marconi were easy victors against 
Manly United in midweek, but they 
came back to earth with a thud, go- 
ing down 4-0 at the hands of Black- 
town City. 

There is plenty on Darren locca’s 
plate after this performance by 
Marconi, who should have been 
buoyed by their confident 3-0 in 
midweek. 

Instead, it was Mark Critten- 
den’s side who put Marconi to the 
sword. 

Ryuji Miyazawa has started off the 
season in unbelievable form and 
added another two goals to his tally 
here, while Travis Major and the 
more unlikely figure of Zac Cairn- 
cross also found themselves on the 
scoresheet. 


Sydney United 58 FC 1-0 Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles 

Sydney United 58 kept Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles at bay to record a 1-0 
win in the Match of the Round on 
Sunday afternoon. 

Bonnyrigg had the better off a 
scrappy first half but they weren’t 
able to carve out the opportunities 
that their possession demanded. 

It was one of those days for Brian 
Brown’s side and when United 
substitute Robbie Mileski won a 
free kick on the edge of the box, 
Anthony Tomelic smashed it into 
the bottom corner to score the only 
goal of the game. 

United goalkeeper Diego Barcena 
was busy all afternoon, punching 
away a number of crosses and mak- 
ing a few sharp saves to preserve 
his clean sheet and United’s three 
points. 


www.goalweekly.com 


High Fives For Spartans, Eagles grounded 


Blacktown Spartans 5 
Rockdale City Suns 1 


St George FC 0 
Sutherland Sharks 3 


Marconi Stallions 0 
Blacktown City 4 


Sydney United 58 FC 1 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 


Manly United 1 
APIA-Leichhardt Tigers 1 


South Coast Wolves 1 
Sydney Olympic 1 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles vs Black- 
town Spartans 
7:30 PM / Sat 5 Apr 
Bonnyrigg Sports Club 


Sutherland Sharks vs Marconi 
Siallions 
7:30 PM / Sat 5 Apr 
Seymour Shaw 


Rockdale City Suns vs South Coast 
Wolves 
3:00 PM / Sun 6 Apr 
llinden Sports Centre 


Blacktown City vs APIA Leichhardt 
Tigers 
3:00 PM / Sun 6 Apr 
Lilys Football Centre 


Sydney United 58 vs Manly United FC 
3:00 PM / Sun 6 Apr 
Sydney United Sports Centre 


Sydney Olympic vs St George 
5:00 PM / Sun 6 Apr 
Belmore Sports Ground 


Manly United 1-1 APIA-Leichhardt 
Tigers 

Manly United came from behind 
to claim a point at home to APIA- 
Leichhardt Tigers. 

Manly were looking to bounce back 
from their dismal display against 
Marconi Stallions during the week, 
but were caught napping by Jamie 
Lobb’s opening goal. 

The new signing scored his first 
goal for APIA and they looked set 
to record their first win of the sea- 
son, after a draw against St George 
and a loss to Marconi. 

Substitute Jack Green scored just 
9’ minutes after his second half 
introduction to earn a share of the 
spoils, though they were properly 
earned by the two goalkeepers, with 
APIA’s Andrew Bazi and Manly’s 
Dylan Mitchell both in sensational 
form. 


South Coast Wolves 1-1 Sydney 
Olympic 

South Coast Wolves and Sydney 
Olympic shared the points at WIN 
Jubilee Stadium in the final match 
of round three. 

Dmitri Hatzimouratis opened the 
scoring for Olympic and Grant 
Lee’s side looked in good shape to 
take the points away from home. 
South Coast had other ideas though 
and when they were awarded a pen- 
alty mid way through the second 
half, Ricky Zucco converted under 
pressure to level the scores. 
Keepers Daniel Collison and Paul 
Henderson had to be alert in tough 
conditions for the glovemen, but 
both were exemplary and the score 
remained level through to full time. 


Blacktown Spartans are top of 
the pile heading into the fourth 
round of the NPL IGA NSW 
Mens 1. 

Ben De Haan’s side has been in 
irresistible form so far, but nip- 
ping at their heels are Blacktown 
City, as well as Marconi Stallions 
and Sutherland Sharks, who face 
off in this week’s Match of the 
Round. 


Sutherland Sharks v Marconi Stal- 
lions 

7:30pm Saturday at Seymour Shaw 
Park 

Fourth hosts third in the round four 
Match of the Round on Saturday 
night in Miranda. 

Sutherland have been working 
their way back into form and made 
easy work of newly-promoted St 
George last weekend, winning 3-0. 
It was in stark contrast to Marconi 
Stallions, who had to back up from 
a midweek match against Manly 
United which they won comfort- 
ably. 

Faced with the fast starting Black- 
town City, Stallions went down 4-0 
to Mark Crittenden’s side and after 
the positivity of two wins, they 
were brought down to earth with 
a bump. 

It all makes for an intriguing 
match-up this weekend. 
Sutherland’s midfield axis of Nick 
Stavroulakis and Panny Nikas will 
look to supply the ammunition for 
the likes of Nathan Elasi, while Na- 


than Denham’s return in goal has 
settled the side defensively after 
the disastrous defeat to Blacktown 
Spartans in round one. 

Marconi’s new signing Shu Sa- 
saki has gradually adjusted to the 
NSW Mens | style and will be one 
to look out for, while in Milorad 
Simonovic they possess a genuine 
goalscoring threat. 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles v Black- 
town Spartans 

7:30pm at Bonnyrigg Sports Cen- 
tre 

Bonnyrigg host Blacktown Spar- 
tans in an early clash between two 
sides with ambitions of finishing 
top of the table. 

Spartans have proven themselves 
to be the real deal so far but this is 
their biggest test yet. 

Bonnyrigg lost last week in their 
Match of the Round clash with 
Sydney United 58, a result that 
disappointed coach Brian Brown, 
given that they dominated posses- 
sion in the first half without creat- 
ing any real chances. 

Goalkeeper Matthew Nash _ has 
started the season in fine form, 
while Nikola Zonjic has been a 
soothing presence in front of the 
back four. As ever, the goal threat 
of Robbie Younis looms large. 
Spartans new-look side has gelled 
superbly in the opening rounds, 
and their dominant 5-1 win at 
home to Rockdale City Suns last 
week was a real barometer of their 
progress, especially given that they 


lost to the same opposition in the 
IGA Preseason Cup Final. 
This is their biggest test yet. 


Rockdale City Suns v South Coast 
Wolves 

3pm at Ilinden Sports Centre 
Rockdale coach Branko Culina had 
plenty of thinking to do during the 
week after their thrashing at the 
hands of Spartans last week. 

There is no doubt that a coach of 
his experience and excellence will 
have pondered long and hard and 
will have come up with solutions 
heading into this weekend’s game 
against struggling South Coast 
Wolves. 

Wolves meanwhile grabbed their 
first point of the season in their 1-1 
draw with Sydney Olympic. 

It was an excellent result in trying 
conditions and proof that Wolves 
can get results when they mat- 
ter. Coach Richard Lloyd will be 
pleased with how the side has be- 
gun to develop and they will pro- 
vide stern opposition to Rockdale 
City, despite the Suns home ground 
advantage. 


Blacktown City v APIA-Leichhardt 
Tigers 

3pm at Lilys Football Centre 
Blacktown City have started the 
season with a point to prove after 
their disappointed showing last 
year, and they have really been on 
the front foot. 

They put away Marconi Stallions 
last week with a sensational per- 
formance and the superb Ryuji 
Miyazawa has been at the heart of 
everything good for Blacktown. 
Travis Major and Zac Cairncross 
have led the side well and will do 
so again this weekend. 

The story isn’t so good for APIA- 
Leichhardt, who are one of the four 
winless sides in the competition af- 
ter three rounds. 

New signing Aman Hadid has 
found himself on the bench for the 
past two games, after missing a 
penalty to win the game against St 
George in round one. 

With Billy McColl in the hot-seat 
full time this year, there are no 
more excuses for the Lambert Park 
side, who need to start stringing 
together some performances. Ev- 
ergreen playmaker Franco Parisi is 
still the main man and with Futsal- 
roo Daniel Fogarty settling in well 


PWD LEA GD PTS 
1 Blacktown Sptns 3300 14 3 11 
2 Blacktown City 3300 1110011 
3 Marconi Stallions 3 2 541 
4 Sutherland Sharks 3 67 -1 
5 Sydney Olympic 3 440 
6 Sydney United 58 3 12-1 
7 Rockdale City 3 35 -2 
8 Bonnyrigg WE =) 24 -2 
Q9APIALeich Tigers 3 35 <2 
10 Manly United 3 26 -4 
11 St George 3 27-45 
12 Sth Coast Wolves 3 28 -6 


9 
9 
6 
6 
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on the right hand side, the creative 
ingredients are there for APIA. 


Sydney United 58 v Manly United, 
3pm at Sydney Utd Sports Centre 
United are coming off a good win 
against Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
last week, when Anthony Tomel- 
ic’s thunderous free kick won the 
game in the second half. They were 
under the pump in the first though 
and only a confident performance 
from Diego Barcena in goal kept 
them in it. 

Mark Rudan affected the game 
changing sub when Robbie Mileski 
went on in the second half, and it 
was his run that drew the foul from 
which Tomelic scored the free 
kick. 

Mileski will be pushing to start this 
weekend and with the pace of Mat- 
thew Bilic and Josip Jadric on the 
flanks, Rudan’s game plan is clear. 
Manly struggled in their catch up 
match against Marconi, losing 3-0, 
but put in a far better performance 
on the weekend, drawing 1-1 with 
APIA-Leichhardt Tigers after go- 
ing behind. 

In Chris Payne they possess a goal 
threat to any team, while Scott 
Balderson has proven himself to 
be a real handful for opposing full- 
backs. 

They have a tough job away at the 
Premiers, but Craig Midgley will 
have his side set up well to try and 
cause an upset. 


Sydney Olympic v St George 

Spm at Belmore Sports Ground 
Olympic welcomed Sotirios Kygri- 
akos to much fanfare a fortnight 
ago, but even he couldn’t help 
Olympic as they went down to 
Blacktown Spartans. 

They drew without the former 
Greek defender last weekend, but 
he returns for his second and final 
match in this late fixture at home to 
St George. 

After a first round draw with APIA- 
Leichhardt, St George have strug- 
gled to make an impact and will 
rely heavily on last year’s NSW 
Mens 2 golden boot winner, Juan 
Chavez, to score the goals. 
Whether he can do it against a de- 
fender of Kygriakos’ quality is yet 
to be seen and the big Greek will 
hope to end his time in Australia 
with a win, as well as put himself 
in the shop window for various A- 
League clubs around the country. 


Argentina’a club football histori- 
cally and culturally intensifies 
and divides itself when its two 
emblematic clubs Boca Juniors 
and River Plate meet. 

And whilst Boca’s La Bombonera 
stadium hosted the latest edition 
last weekend in one of the biggest 
world club derby showdowns, there 
are many great players, but few 
are as legendary as Juan Roman 
Riquelme. The 35-year-old Boca 
Juniors midfielder displayed some 
of his own magic in “El Superc- 
lasico” against River Plate. 

Just ten minutes after going down 
1-0 in the second half, the Boca 
captain knocked a perfect free kick 
off the crossbar to equalize and set 
off a wave of jubilation in La Bom- 
bonera.The happiness was_ short 
lived though, as River Plate scored 
again in the 86th minute to win 2-1 
courtesy of Ramiro Funes Mori 
with a header in the most hostile of 
atmospheres. 

River Plate hit the front through 
Manuel Lanzini just before the 
hour-mark on Sunday at La Bom- 
bonera but Riquelme’s pin-point 
free-kick 10 minutes later sent the 
home fans into ecstasy as the hosts 
looked set to stretch their unbeaten 
run in the Superclasico to five 
games. 

For Ramon Diaz’s men responded 
back despite the equaliser, and with 
several saves made by Marcelo 
Barovero denying Boca the lead 
But with four minutes remaining, 
Ramiro Funes Mori headed a cor- 
ner into the net, silencing the home 
crowd and giving River their first 
competitive win over Boca since 
2010. 

River’s victory was the first away 
win in yen years and took them to 
17 points in fourth position in the 
Argentina Primera Division table, 
just one point adrift of leaders 
Colon, who suffered their first de- 
feat in nine matches. 


Colon lost 1-0 at Arsenal last Sun- 
day with Milton Caraglio scoring 
the goal for the home team, getting 
on the end of Matias Zaldivia’s long 
pass to beat visiting goalkeeper 
German Montoya at the near post. 
The loss was Boca’s first in five 
Primera Division matches and 
left them in 12th in the table on 
12 points. With Colon Santa Fe 
also losing on Sunday, three clubs 
moved within a point of the leaders. 
Vélez Sarsfield thrashed Gimnasia 
La Plata 5-1 last Saturday to claim 
second with a plus six goal differ- 
ence, while Estudiantes (plus three) 
drew 0-0 with Olimpo to take third 
ahead of River Plate (plus two). 
Godoy Cruz missed the opportu- 
nity to take top spot as they were 
held to a scoreless draw by All 
Boys and finished round 10 on 16 
points, ahead on goal difference of 
Lantus, who defeated Rosario Cen- 
tral 2-1. Emanuel Mas headed in an 
equaliser in second-half stoppage 
time to earn a 2-2 draw for San 
Lorenzo at Tigre and Newell’s Old 
Boys gave up a lead to draw 1-1 
with Quilmes. 


SEVERAL CLUBS FINED 

In other news, FIFA has sanc- 
tioned four clubs in Argentina. 
Independiente, Racing, Rosario 
Central and Instituto, meanwhile 
Sudamérica of Uruguay have 


BOCA JOY SHORT LIVED 


been heavily sanctioned for ille- 
gal transfer activities. 

After a lengthy investigation initi- 
ated in 2013 where alleged cases of 
players being transferred illegally 
for suspciously short periods of 
time. 

FIFA’s offices in Zurich confirmed 
that these clubs avoided taxes and 
setup “triangular” networks in- 
volving player agents and ignor- 
ing official statutes, contracts and 
legislation. 

For two seasons, a number of play- 
ers were subject fo illegal activities 
for FIFA has communicated that 
each club be fined with over US 
$42,000 and a warning issued for 
future operations. 

Rosario Central meanwhile was 
fined $20 000 for breaching rules 
where players are bought and sold 
using a third club involved in a 
transaction in order to avoid fees 
and where the player is signed for 
short periods of time and barely 
gets playing time. 

The most recent cases were the 
transfers of Jonathan Bottinelli 
from Argentina’s San Lorenzo to 
River Plate via Union San Felipe 
of Chile whilst fellow countryman 
Ignacio Piatti from Lecce in Italy’s 
Serie B to San Lorenzo. These in- 
volved clubs are still under inves- 
tigation and are awaiting proposed 
sanctions. 
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PoL’s Football Funnies 


Mark Boric 


Besart Berisha can’t stay out of 
trouble, getting sent-off in his 
first game back from suspen- 
sion. He must be a ratings win- 
ner, because the Fox Sports boys 
were quickly in to bat for him. 
He may have had every right to 
challenge for the ball, and had no 
intent to injure Tando Velaphi, 
but it was a risky challenge and 
once his studs connected with the 
keeper’s head the referee had to 
take action. If you take a gamble 
and lose, you have to cop it on 
the chin. That’s about all there 
is to it. 

Sunday’s action was less lively, 
and it must have been an RDO for 
the Fox Sports crew as there was 


a 
Katsa’s 
¥.. Korner 


George Katsamboukas 


Melbourne’s Journos who have 
Kids playing Soccer breathed 
a sigh of relief last week, as Ad- 
elaide United Coach Josep Gom- 
bau will not be coaching Mel- 
bourne Heart next season, who 
according to a Fox Sports report, 
had genuine interest in luring the 
Adelaide Gaffer over to them. 

Gombau was brutally honest with 
an Adelaide Journo a few months 
ago as he pointed out to the Journo, 
that his Son’s ability was similar to 
that found in the swamps of Wer- 
ribee. 

Over the Nullarbor we go, to Sun- 
ny Perth, where the once mighty 
Perth Glory now finds itself to be a 
shadow of its former great self, and 
sitting at the foot of the A-League 
Table. 

Owner Tony Sage has certainly 
invested millions of dollars over 
the years to keep the Club running, 
however some decisions of late and 
in particular Coaching Appoint- 
ments/Dismissals, perhaps has af- 
fected their on field performance, 
which can best described as me- 
diocre. 

There has been talk of the influ- 
ence that certain players have on 
the running of the Team, and in 
particular, those that are either fast 
approaching their twilight years, or 
those that have actually gone be- 
yond their twilight years. 

Perth is at the Cross Roads at Sea- 
son’s End and Sage must get it right 


when selecting who will manage 
this Team next season, anything 
short if this will lead to a further 
demise of The Perth Glory. 

Brisbane’s Besart Berisha scored a 
hat trick last weekend, not in goals, 
but in red cards as he received his 
third for the Season. 

Upon watching the replay it ap- 
pears that he was a touch hard done 
by, unfortunately his reputation 
with the Men in Black does him 
no favours in fifty/fifty decisions, 
which inevitably do go against 
him. 

It will be interesting to see how 
Kevin Muscat manages him next 


\ a 


a 
Kewell calls it quits on a splendid career. 


YT ; 


season when Berisha moves to 
the Melbourne Victory, as Muscat 
and Berisha had similar qualities 
as Players in terms of their levels 
of intensity and physical presence, 
hopefully for both of them this 
common ground can be a positive 
in their dealings with one another. 

Harry Kewell has decided to call 
it a day at Seasons End, a decision 
that he no doubt did not make eas- 
ily, however as he put it himself, he 
decided to end it on his terms. 

Non selection in the recent Soc- 
ceroo Squad for their friendly 
against Ecuador no doubt spelt 
out Postecoglou’s intentions for 


Kewell, or should I say non inten- 
tions, after all, Kewell did return to 
Australia in the hope that he would 
be selected for the Socceroos’ 

Kewell was Australia’s first real 
high profile, and well publicised 
success Story overseas, with many 
young Aussies aspiring to follow in 
his footsteps and forge a career in 
European Soccer. 

Many Players reaching their twi- 
light years are troubled as to when 
to retire, as those that have in the 
past are a long time retired, play on 
too long when the body is not up to 
it leads to ordinary performances, 
that people remember more than 
what was accomplished during the 
golden years of playing. 

Kewell will certainly be remem- 
bered for his great achievements. 


Until next week. 


This is Katsa — Just as you have 
known him 


no pre or post-match coverage of 
the two games. The blessing in that 
was it spared us from a dose of the 
B-League. That’s the kind of bless- 
ing only a Pope can usually offer. 

It’s amusing how the “Kiwi 
commentators”, as they are usu- 
ally dubbed. cause so much angst 
amongst most A-League fans. Are 
they any more biased then their 
Australian counterparts? Check 
out an AFC Champions League 
game and get back to me. Most of 
the A-League commentary crew 
are a little Sydney-centric, and a 
club legend and current employee 
features on all Perth Glory home 
games. Not sure why people get so 
riled up by what is part and parcel 
of the football world. 

Fair play to those who stuck out 
the Glory match long enough to 
witness the remarkable two goals 
in a couple of minutes comeback 
victory against the Jets. It all hap- 
pened just a little longer than a For- 
mula One pit-stop, which is what 
more than a few viewers may have 
switched over to. Like the ear-cut- 
ting scene in Reservoir Dogs, Perth 
are mighty hard to watch. 

The Wanderers were left cursing 
that despite the Mid Year Clearance 


Stuck in the middle with 
Perth Glory. 


Sale the Mariners had enough play- 
ers left to beat them once again. 
It must have been a blue moon at 
Bluetongue Stadium, as Josh Rose 
scored a rare goal. The Central 
Coast will not be retaining Marcos 
Flores next season, finances dic- 
tated it came down to a choice be- 
tween him and the brass band, and 
the brass band won. 

If the rumours are true and the 
re-branding of Melbourne Heart 
sees them adopt sky blue as their 
colour, how many Big Blues will 
Simon Hill have to hype up next 
season? The latest installment of 
the Victory v SFC rivalry ended 
in a 1-1 draw. Frank Farina wasn’t 
happy with the ref, and Victory 
rested Tommy Rogic because now 
he’s played too much football. 

Is Isaka Cernak a “time-share” 
player, his registration rotated 
among A-League clubs as re- 
quired? It sure seem like it. He will 
have quite the collection of shirts to 
donate to a museum one day. 

Does Miron Bleiberg know there 
are no Finals in the NPL Victoria 
this season? I mean, if he didn’t 
know the Dockerty Cup was the 
pathway to the FFA Cup... 


Football fans should keep an eye out for two football books due for release in May. 


Roy Hay & Bill Murray take a detailed journey through Australian football in, A History of Football in Austra- 
lia: A Game of Two Halves, whilst Paul Hanson’s entertaining, humourous and timeless guide The World 
Cup: Heroes, Hoodlums, High-Kicks And Head-Butts will explain the mysteries behind The World Cup. 


In the lead up to the World Cup A History of Football in Australia gives an excellent understanding of how football 
has progressed in Australia over its 150 year history. It discusses its roots in immigration, a rapidly evolving 
national identity, the development of the clubs, the battle to compete in previous World Cups, the development of 
the A-league and the various ups and downs along the way. It is the perfect background to understanding our Soc- 
ceroos as they head to Brazil to fight for the cup in June. 


To complement Roy and Bill’s tribute to Australian football, The World Cup explores the weird, wacky, controver- 
sial and legendary moments of the world’s best sporting event. Complete with a profile of every World Cup from 
1930-2010, as well as a look at the tournament's cult heroes, footballing superpowers, shocking moments and best 
conspiracy theories, Paul’s book is the essential companion to the greatest - and maddest - month in world football. 


1 


= ay 


SHILIAI 


7 


Photo: BEN NEVIL 


94:S 13a LSVOMAN 


GOAL! WEEKLY FRIDAY 4TH APRIL 2014 
The World Game 25 


Latest Results Next Match 


English Premier League 


ENGLAND EPL == 
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The Reds were rampant in their : 
4-nil victory over Tottenham at : 
Anfield, once again dominating the : 
game in its early stages to build an : 
unassailable lead through an own : 
goal off Younes Kaboul anda strike | 
from Luis Suarez after 25 minutes. 
Further goals from Coutinho and : 
Jordan Henderson put the result | 
beyond doubt for Brendan Rogers’ : 
side who firmly have their title des- 
tiny in their own hands with just six 
games to play. : 

Chelsea conceded pole position : 
with a |-nil defeat to Crystal Pal- : 
ace at Selhurst Park and unfortu- : 
nately for John Terry it was his own | 
goal that made the difference as he : 
headed past Petr Cech when trying : 
to deal with a dangerous cross off : 
the boot of Joel Ward. The vic- : 
tory was deserved for Palace, who | 
looked far more intent on earn- : 
ing the points and made the better | 
chances on goal. 
Manchester City are still in a for- : 
midable position with two games in | 
hand but they failed to fully capita- : 
lise on Chelsea’s defeat, being held : 
to a 1-1 draw at the Emirates by 
Arsenal. David Silva gave the Sky : 
Blues an early advantage after ini- | 
tiating a swift counter attack when : 


dispossessing Lukas Podolski, but 


Manuel Pellegrini’s side could not ‘ 
maintain their dominance and the | 
Gunners came back with a ven- : 
geance to equalise through Mathieu 
: Chelsea. The Black Cats failed to | 
impress though, with calamitous | 
defending handing Andy Carroll a : 


Flamini. 


While Arsenal put in an admirable ‘ 
City they : 
once again conceded ground on 


performance against 


the table to Roberto Martinez and 


adrift of the Gunners ahead of their 


meeting this weekend and still pos- : 


sess a game in hand. 


fans into raptures. 


: Sunderland, the other side in the 
bottom three, faced West Ham in : 


what was to be a crucial match 
ahead of games against Totten- 
ham, Everton, Manchester City and 


goal inside ten minutes. The sides 


but a 2-1 defeat did nothing to im- : 


prove Sunderland’s chances of sur- 
vival. 
Amongst the remaining matches of 


: the round the home sides made the | 
: most of local support as Manchester | 
United, Swansea, Southampton and : 
» Stoke all came away with three 

Fulham’s final rites seem to have | 
been given now, but fellow rel- : 
egation candidates West Brom and | 
Cardiff faced off in a six-goal thrill- : allows them to leapfrog their op- 
er at the Hawthorns that featured : 
injury time goals for both teams. 
After seeing their early two-goal 
lead diminish in the second half the : 
Baggies thought they had won the ; 
game when Thievy Bifouma scored : 
in the fourth minute of stoppage | 
time. However their celebrations 
were short-lived as Mats Daehli | 


Scored miniite later tousend ‘his’: with another difficult proposition 


: in the form of Southampton, who 


against Aston Villa, Norwich, New- 
castle and Hull. Southampton’s win 


ponents into eighth place, while 


David Moyes’ side will be slightly : 
more positive ahead of their Cham- : 
pions League quarter final against : 
- At the other end of the table West | 
Brom have a prime opportunity to : 
: distance themselves from the bot- : 
: tom three as they travel to East : 

Anglia to face Norwich City. The : 

Canaries were thoroughly beaten : 
* in Wales last weekend and look to 


Bayern Munich. 


EPL Preview 


Manchester City begins the round 


: sition though, 


_ come off the back of an impres- , 
sive dismantling of Newcastle at | 
St. Mary’s. Playing at the Etihad | 
is an entirely different propo- : 
and Mauricio : 
Pochettino’s side will have to be | 
at their absolute best if they are | 
| open for Cardiff, who welcome 
: : Fellow contender Chelsea also has | 
» exchanged goals in the second half | 
Everton who scored two late goals : 
from Kevin Mirallas and Steven 
Naismith to secure a 3-1 win over : 
Fulham at Craven Cottage. The : 
Toffees are now only four points : 


to help derail City’s title push. 


: the home ground advantage as they | 
welcome Stoke to Stamford Bridge, : 
but they may be less than impres- : 
sive if they fail to recover from | 
a midweek Champions League : 
encounter with PSG. With Peter : 
Odemwingie in fine touch and the : 
Potters unbeaten in their last five : 
i another potential hurdle looms for : 
points from their respective games : Jose Mourinho’s side. ; 
: Liverpool play the day following 
their title rivals with a tough trip to : 
West Ham, but given their recent : 
success at finding the back of the : 
net Sam Allardyce may need to : 
concoct the game plan of the cen- | 
| which version of each team turns 


tury to halt the Red juggernaut. 


be content with their current lower 
mid-table position, if the Baggies 
can get an early goal it could be- 
come an easy three points. 

If Pepe Mel’s side fail to garner 
anything from their match against 
Norwich it could leave the door 


Crystal Palace to the Welsh capi- 
tal on Saturday. Stuck three points 
behind 17th placed West Brom 
with an extra game played; this is 
certainly a must-win game for Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer if his team is to 
avoid the drop. 

Sunderland travel to White Hart 
Lane with a mathematically chance 
of escaping relegation, but their 


: recent performances suggest that 


the encounter will be the perfect 
chance for Spurs to exorcise the 
demons from last week’s thrashing 
at the hands of Liverpool. 

Meanwhile, in a match that could 
be high quality depending on 


up on the day, Manchester United 
travel to Newcastle looking to ex- 
act revenge for their defeat at Old 
Trafford in the reverse of this fix- 
ture earlier in the season. 


: Johnson Tips Sterling 

: Glen Johnson expects Liverpool 
: team-mate Raheem Sterling to be 
included in Roy Hodgson’s Eng- 
: land squad for the FIFA World 
' Cup. 

Sterling has been in magnificent 
: form for Premier League leaders 
Liverpool this season, establishing 
: himself as a regular under manager 
: Brendan Rodgers. 

: The 19-year-old has scored seven 
: goals in 32 appearances for the 
Merseyside club this term, bounc- 
: ing back brilliantly after Rodgers 
: rested him towards the end of last 
: season. 

: Jamaican-born Sterling won his 
second England cap in last month’s 
: 1-0 friendly win over Denmark, and 
: full-back Johnson is confident that 
: the teenager will feature in Hodg- 
: son’s plans in Brazil this year. 

“He has been class,” Johnson 
: told Liverpool’s official website. 
: “When he first burst onto the scene, 
: everyone could see how good he 
: could be. 

“T know he had a couple of months 
: where he wasn’t in the team as 
much as he would have liked, but 
: I think he has bounced back better 
~ for that. 


Fulham Fight Failing But Hopes Remain On Th 


London 


Robert Davis 


Just one win in the last 13 match- 
es? Propping up the rest of the ta- 
ble? Three different managers in 
one season? Five points adrift of 
safety with six games left? If the 
answer to all of these questions 
is yes, it’s more than likely that 
you’re a Fulham fan and prepar- 
ing for life in the Championship 
as you read this. But unlike most 
sides in such a predicament, per- 
haps it isn’t all doom and gloom, 
regardless of whether relegation 
becomes an eventuality or not. 

There is still a possibility Fulham 
could stay up for one. Five points 
is by no means uncatchable and the 
last six fixtures for the Cottagers 
are all winnable in their own right. 
Aston Villa, Norwich City, Totten- 
ham Hotspur, Hull City, Stoke City 
and a home clash against Crystal 
Palace on the final day lie in wait 
in a season where 35 points may 
arguably keep you in the league. 
The situation isn’t anew one for the 
club either, having escaped falling 
through the trap door a number of 
times in recent years. Under Chris 
Coleman they constantly managed 
to fight off finishing in the bottom 
three and more recently, performed 
one of the greatest escapes in Pre- 
mier League history, winning three 
out of their last four games to stay 
up on goal difference in 2008. 

The man given the responsibility 
for trying to guide the club to safe- 
ty is Felix Magath, the third coach 
put in charge at Craven Cottage 


in less than a year. An unknown 
quantity in England, the German is 
well travelled in his home country 
and came over with a track record 
of never having been relegated as 
a manager. Winning three Bundes- 
liga titles (two with Bayern Munich 
and one with Wolfsburg) shows the 
kind of pedigree of success the 60- 
year-old possesses, but the task at 
Fulham, in a completely different 
league, may just be one step too 
far. 

Despite Magath’s experience, he 
had been out of work for over a 
year before arriving in London, 
leaving Wolfsburg during his sec- 
ond spell there in October of 2012 
by mutual consent. He’s also known 
for his peculiar style of coaching 
and man-management, something 
that’s been highlighted during the 
short time since he took over. The 
nickname ‘Saddam’ has been given 
to him by former players, with one 
even going as far as calling him 
‘the last dictator in Europe’ due to 
his gruelling training regimes. 

During the mid-season transfer 
window, Dimitar Berbatov, Bryan 
Ruiz and Adel Taarabt left Fulham 
for more desirable clubs around 
Europe during René Meulensteen’s 
short reign in West-London. In 
came Greek international Konstan- 
tinos Mitroglou alongside Man- 
chester United youngsters Larnell 
Cole and Ryan Tunnicliffe, with 
Lewis Holtby coming in on a tem- 
porary basis from Spurs. As soon 
as Magath took over in the middle 
of February though, Cole and Tun- 
nicliffe were instantly sent out on 
loan again. 

But the strangest of all Magath’s 
methods are those on the field, 
more specifically up front, as he 
continues to go with inexperienced 


youth over seasoned top-flight 
pros. Darren Bent (267 PL ap- 
pearances-106 goals) continues to 
find himself playing second fiddle 
to 19-year-old Cauley Woodrow 

(4 PL appearances-0 goals) and 
17-year-old Moussa Dembélé (2 
PL appearances-0 goals). With 
£12million January signing Mitro- 
glou (2 PL appearances-0 goals) 
still preferring the treatment room 
to the pitch as well, it’s no sur- 
prise that midfielder Steve Sidwell 
is their top scorer so far this term 
with six. 

So is the German tactician already 
preparing for life in the Champion- 
ship by breeding through academy 
players in favour of stars more 
likely to leave come the end of the 
season? Fulham have put a lot of 
time and funding into the academy 


over recent years and have a group 
of highly rated youngsters com- 
ing through including 17-year-old 
Patrick Roberts along with Dem- 
bélé and Woodrow. With the suc- 
cess Southampton are now having 
with youth after dropping out of the 
Premier League for a few years in 
2005, Fulham may be looking to 
emulate such a structure. 

Mohamed Al-Fayed sold the club 
last year after 17 years of owner- 
ship and new chairman, American 
businessman Shahid Khan, has had 
somewhat of a rocky start at what 
has been an established top-flight 
side for so long. He has, like any de- 
cent crowd-pleasing owner would, 
promised numerous amounts of 
funds and investment into the club. 
With Al-Fayed seemingly unable to 
compete with the amount of money 


other teams were spending on play- 
ers as well as infrastructure, Khan’s 
takeover couldn’t have come at a 
better time, providing a much bet- 
ter financial backing if the likeli- 
hood of relegation is realised. 

So as Fulham’s time in the Premier 
League appears to be coming to an 
unfortunate end, not everything is 
as horrendously bad and dreary as 
it could be. A new owner with a 
large amount of cash, an intriguing 
manager who believes in youth and 
an academy to back up his beliefs 
means that good times are seem- 
ingly not too far away for the side 
rooted to the bottom of the table. 
They may be heading down come 
the end of the season, but in more 
ways than one, they’re heading in 
the right direction. 


e Horizon 


Drop Zone Run Home 


Pid Pts 
13 Swansea City 32 33 
14 Hull City Se 38} 
15 Norwich 32 32 
16 C Palace Sl sill 
17 WBA 31 29 
18 Cardiff City 32 26 
19 Sunderland 30 25 
20 Fulham 32 24 


Crystal Palace 

v Cardiff City (A), v Aston Villa 
(H), v Everton (A), v West Ham 
United (A), v Manchester City (H), 
v Liverpool (H), v Fulham (A) 


West Brom 

v Norwich City (A), v Tottenham 
(H), v Man City (A), v West Ham 
(H), v Arsenal (A), v Sunderland 
(A), v Stoke City (H) 


Sunderland 

v Everton (H), v Tottenham (A), 
v Man City (A), v Chelsea (A), v 
Cardiff City (H), v Man Utd (A), v 
WBA (H), v Swansea City (H) 


Cardiff City 

v Crystal Palace (H), v South- 
ampton (A), v Stoke City (H), v 
Newcastle Utd (A), v Chelsea (H), 
v Newcastle Utd (A) 


Fulham 

v Aston Villa (A), v Norwich City 
(H), v Tottenham (A), v Hull City 
(H), v Stoke City (A), v Crystal 
Palace (H) 


www.goalweekly.com 
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Lazio 
victorious as fan 
revolt rages on 


A dramatic last-minute winner : 
for Lazio against Parma under- 
neath the Curva Nord did not : 
elicit the usual scenes of jubila- 


tion, as off-field problems in the ; 
» ately for “just cause”, apparently 


capital mount. 


Just when Lazio looked to be | 
headed for better days following | 
the very public fallout between : 
President Claudio Lotito and for- ; 
mer Coach Vladimir Petkovic, the | ferent opinion. As the winter break 


club has stumbled into a battle ofa : 
» be Lazio Coach. At the same time 


different kind — with its own fans. 


Tensions have simmered through- : 
out the season. The joy of winning | 
last term’s Coppa Italia against bit- 
ter rivals Roma has been replaced : 


by loud murmurs of discontent ina : 


: Lazio spell, results followed. Three 
As a result, Lazio hover around the : wins and three draws reignited 


- the flame. Then the fluctuating 


season fraught with inconsistency. 


fringes of the top half. 


Poor results put Petkovic’s position : 
» the Europa League in the Round 


in peril, but he — and Lotito — regu- 


larly refuted claims of a departure. : 
Then, just days before Christmas, _ Side Ludogorets Razgrad did little 
the Bosnian signed a deal to take | 
over the Switzerland national side ~ 
: Hernanes to Inter fanned the fury. 


once Ottmar Hitzfeld departs af- 


ter the World Cup. This infuriated | 
' prepared to host Atalanta on March 


Lotito. 


Petkovic was out of contract in : 


Antonio Candreva scores a late winner to give Lazio a 3-2 
victory in their Serie A match against Parma 


June anyway, but sacked immedi- 


breaching his contract by signing 
with the Swiss. He had not been 
honest with the club. So Lotito 
maintained. Petkovic was of a dif- 


drew to a close he claimed to still 
the President installed Edy Reja to 
train the team. Both parties bick- 
ered in the media. 


When Reja officially took over 
post-Christmas, for his second 


form returned. Elimination from 
of 32 against unfancied Bulgarian 


to appease tensions. The January 
deadline-day sale of fan favourite 


Striker Brayan Perea — as Lazio 


9 — insisted Reja had brought con- 
fidence to the squad. On that day 


came the clearest signal fans had no 
confidence in the club. Only about 
2000 tickets were sold on general 
sale for the match, something Reja 
called a “great shame.” 


: Lotito condemned the protesters. 


“Sensible criticism is always ac- 
cepted, but the rest is just bar talk,” 
he snapped. “I won’t sell dreams, 
only solid reality. I don’t lie to 
people, so I have to tell the truth 
and that means working within the 
limitations of the club.” 

Following the single-goal loss, 


- Reja concluded, “We need to get 


closer to each other and let go of 
the past. Solutions can be found 
and this situation is damaging the 
club.” In a virtually empty Curva 
Nord — where the Ultra groups con- 
gregate — a banner read ‘It’s him or 
us’. 

Reja’s appeal to the fans ahead of 
the Milan match fell on deaf ears. 
“Our protest will continue, as we 
know what Lotito is like and will 
not sink to compromises with any- 
one,” declared a spokesman. 


Daa > 


Pew Dea eeAmGDmPts 


1 Juventus Si2663 2 867 822 
2 Roma SOA) 7 2 is} 1G 
3 Napoli al i) 7 & wy se 
4 Fiorentina el iy 7 8) 4h) Sk) 
5 Internazionale 31 12 13 6 49 33 
6 Parma SOn 2a ilies 9 or, 
7 Atalanta 3114 4 13 37 39 
8 Lazio 3112 9 10 40 40 
9 Hellas Verona 3113 4 14 46 52 
10 Torino 31119 11 45 40 
11 Milan oul aii Sahl Zhe 28) 
12 Sampdoria 3111 8 12 40 43 
13 Genoa Sol I) WS) 42 Ey) 
14 Udinese oil iil Gy ak) S22 
15 Cagliari oil i Wil ae} ay Zbl 
16 Chievo 317 6 18 26 46 
17 Bologna Silom ilelome2448 
18 Livorno on a ike) Sb 
19 Sassuolo Sion Gn e200) 299161 
20 Catania eile) ) 4h) 28} 65) 


The President stated his desire is to 
lead Lazio to the Scudetto, but the 
fans were having none of it. They 
announced plans to boycott the rest 
of the season in protest — “a diffi- 
cult and painful choice.” 

The Biancocelesti were back at 
home over the weekend, follow- 
ing a midweek loss at Genoa. They 
welcomed Parma, who had lost 
their club record 17-game unbeaten 
streak at Juventus the same day. 
Reja stressed they needed the fans 
support. “A side becomes strong 
when there is a unity between the 
club and the environment around 
it, but here there is an anomalous 
situation. The players do feel the 
effects of it.” Again Lazio were 
greeted by large sections of blue 
seats at the Stadio Olimpico. 

They needed a response on the 
pitch. Senad Lulic delivered early, 
tucking home Abdoulay Konko’s 
cutback. But Parma, smarting from 
that Turin reverse and missing key 
players, hit back when Jonathan 
Biabiany reacted quickest to Anto- 


Last5games 

Most recent first 
LWWWW 
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WLDWL 
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+43 70 
+27 64 
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+12 47 
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5 39 
8 38 
12 32 
-20 27 
-24 26 
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_ nio Cassano’s saved shot. 


Miroslav Klose, so often Lazio’s 


' fulcrum during his time in Rome, 
» restored the lead past the hour mark | 
_ by slotting home a Lulic pass. Yet 
_ the capital club looked to have 
' thrown the points away with nine 
» minutes remaining, as goalkeeper : 
: Federico Marchetti 
' bizarre own goal. Cassano failed : 
' to make proper connection with a | 
' cross, but Michael Ciani’s attempt- 
- ed clearance trickled off his foot : 
» and through the legs of Marchetti. 
' Cassano didn’t even know the ball 
' had crossed the line. 

Parma had two chances to snatch : 
' all three points, while Lazio also 
' came close. Then, in the 92nd min- | 
' ute Keita crossed for the onrushing : 
_ Antonio Candreva — one to face the 
' ire of the fans — to finish under the 
© bar. 


A dramatic 3-2 win, and one the 


: boys in blue desperately needed. 
_ “The win is also down to those 
: who supported us from the stands, 


especially in the second half. This 


conceded a 


Latest Results Next Match 


Bologna 0 - 2 Atalanta 
Milan 3 - 0 Chievo 
Sassuolo 0 - 2 Roma 
Torino 2 - 1 Cagliari 
Sampdoria 0 - 0 Fiorentinatalanta v Sassuolo 
Hellas Verona 3 - 0 
Lazio 3 - 2 Parma 
Napoli 2 - 0 Juventus 
Udinese 1 - 0 Catania 
Livorno 2 - 2 Inter 
Roma v Parma 


One To Watch This Weekend... 


Atalanta are on the charge, having notched up a club 
record sixth consecutive win last week against Bologna. 
They take on relegation threatened Sassuolo in Round 
32 and are firmly in Europa League contention, just 
three points behind fifth-placed Inter. 


Chievo v Verona 
Inter v Bologna 
Lazio v Sampdoria 
Cagliari v Roma 


Catania v Torino 

Fiorentina v Udinese 
Parma v Napoli 
Juventus v Livorno 
Genoa v Milan 


. is a difficult time for us with inju- 
- Ties and results, but the team has 
: responded well,” claimed Reja. 


Europe remains attainable for 
Lazio, currently eighth, but they 


will need to use the Parma result 
: as a spur to finish strongly. If they 


do reach the continent, it will be in 
front of silent blue seats, instead of 
their passionate support. 

Elsewhere, Napoli have all but as- 


- sureda Champions League place af- 


ter ending the 22-match undefeated 


: streak of Juventus. Goals from Jose 
: Callejon and Dries Mertens sealed 
: Juve’s second loss of the season, in 


what was an impressive Partenopei 


: performance. 


It also aided Roma’s fleeting Scu- 
detto charge. The gap has been 


» reduced to 11 points after a goal 
: in each half from Mattia Destro 
: and Michel Bastos gave the Gial- 
© lorossi a 2-0 win at Sassuolo. Rudi 
: Garcia’s side can further reduce the 
' deficit in midweek as they take on 
: Parma in a catch-up game. 


\ 
Pepe Lopez 


Amazing Atleti! 

7 Matches From La 
Liga Title, 90 Min- 
utes from Champions 
League Semi Final 


In a remarkable week of foot- 
ball, Atletico Madrid have edged 
a single point clear at the top 
of the Spanish La Liga and ob- 
tained an invaluable 1-1 away 
draw at Barcelona’s Nou Camp 
Stadium in the Ist leg of the 
UEFA Champions League Quar- 
ter Finals. 

The first half of that Quarter Final 
lst between Barcelona and Atlet- 
ico Madrid was marred by early 
injuries to Atleti striker Diego 
Costa and Barca defender Gerrard 
Pique. Costa injured his hamstring 
muscle during the course of play, 
whilst Pique injured his hip when 
falling on his back after going for 
a header. The match was sparked 
into life in the second half, as Cos- 
ta’s substitute Diego scored one 
of the all time great Champions 


Atletico Madrid maintained their charge for a first La Liga title 


since 1996 as they came from behind to win at Athletic Bilbao. 


League goals for Atleti from some 
35 yards from Barca’s goal on the 
hour, Barca’s Neymar equalised 
with 15 minutes to play, setting the 
scene for a desperate Atletico Ma- 
drid to scramble a Ist leg result. 
Both Barca and Atleti have ar- 
rived at the cut-throat business end 
of the season. Both teams have 
just 3 days until their next crucial 
La Liga fixture, Atletico Madrid 
will host Villarreal and Barcelona 
will host Real Betis before the all 
important 2nd leg of their Cham- 
pions League Quarter Final at the 
Vicente Calderon in Madrid 4 days 
later. One team will no doubt cel- 
ebrate a Champions League Semi 
Final berth, the other will ironi- 
cally be rewarded the freedom to 


concentrate on their remaining La 
Liga fixtures, before meeting again 
at the Nou Camp Stadium in Barce- 
lona on the final day of the La Liga 
season. 

A joyous Atletico Madrid Coach 
Diego Simeone had this to say in 
the post-match press conference; 
“T am really happy for Diego and 
for the goal he scored tonight. He 
needed that. He came on in a very 
important moment in the game. He 
will be fundamental for us from 
now until the end of the season. 
Diego Costa did not want to come 
off the pitch. We will see what he 
has tomorrow. We are hoping for 
the best. Tonight we played against 
a great rival. We have a team with 
huge heart and it made me so hap- 


> WY [o) Ik [PsA 


1 Atlético Madrid 31 24 4 3 69 22 
2 Barcelona 31 24 3 4 89 25 
3 Real Madrid S123 4 4 SO noe) 
4 Athletic Club Ol Wa Bye BR ee 
5 Sevilla 3114 8 9 55 46 
6 Real Sociedad 3114 8 9 54 44 
7 Villarreal Sl ty 1 Sl ay 
8 Espanyol Oil a if ee skh 
9 Valencia 31°11 7 «+13 44 45 
10 Levante 31 10 10 11 29 38 
11 Celta de Vigo 31:10 6 15 34 44 
12 Malaga S19 8 14531) 539) 
13 Granada 31:10 4 17 28 42 
14 Rayo Vallecano 31 10 3 18 34 68 
15 Elche Sl 7 hl e 2a 2B 
16 Getafe 318 7 16 29 48 
17 Real Valladolid 31 6 12 13 32 50 
18 Almeria Ol ile Be Ss) 
19 Osasuna cic @ iy 2a ee 
20 Real Betis ol bh f i Br Gl 


py to be able to compete against 
these opponents. It was a passion- 
ate affair. From a tactical point of 
view, it was a beautiful game. Both 
teams played to their strengths 
and stayed true to their style. The 
Vicente Calderon will be bursting 
with atmosphere.” 

An equally enthused Barcelona 
Coach Gerardo Martino was quot- 
ed in the post-match press confer- 
ence as follows; 

“T am full of pride in the way in 
which we played. If we continue 
like this, there are chances for suc- 
cess. Our intention in every game is 
to go out and win, so we will have 
to go and do what we always try 
to do. In the second half we moved 
the ball about well and played with 


SPAIN La Liga = 


GD Pts 
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+19 56 
+9 «50 
+10 50 
+14 49 
-2 40 
-1 40 
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8 35 
-14 34 
-34 33 
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-25 30 
-26 30 
-34 22 


depth. There were also good moves 
in the final third and several shots. 
We played as a team and added a 
lot of intensity. Sometimes unfor- 
tunate things happen in games. 
Bartra did very well when he came 
on. The tie is finely balanced. I do 
not know if the factor of playing at 
home second counts for anything, 
but like I said, everything is evenly 
balanced.” 

Spain’s other UEFA Champions 
League representative, Real Ma- 
drid, will host Germany’s Borussia 
Dortmund in a Quarter Final Ist 
leg, the day after Barca and Atleti 
played their match, meaning they 
will only have 2 days to recover 
and travel away to the Basque 
Country for a crucial La Liga fix- 


Latest Results Next Match 


Espanyol 0 - 1 Barcelona 
Celta de Vigo 1 - 0 Sevilla 
Ath Club 1 - 2 Atlé Madrid 
Real Madrid 5 - 0 R Vallecano R Vallecano v Celta Vigo 
Real Valladolid 4 - 0 Almeria 
Osasuna 1 - 1 Real Sociedad 
Villarreal 1 - 1 Elche 
Valencia 1 - 3 Getafe 
Granada 0 - 2 Levante 
Real Betis 1 - 2 Malaga 


Almeria v Osasuna 
Atlético Madrid v Villarreal 
Barcelona v Real Betis 


Malaga v Granada 
Elche v Getafe 
Real Sociedad v Real Madrid 
Sevilla v Espanyol 

Real Valladolid v Valencia 
Levante v Athletic Club 


One To Watch This Weekend... 


Madrid’s other club Rayo Val- 
lecano will host Celta Vigo from 
the Galacia Region, Fox Sports 
2 will broadcast this match Live, 
Sunday April 06, 2014, 6am AET. 


Valladolid of Northern Spain will 
host Valencia from the Mediter- 
ranean Coastline, Fox Sports 1 
will broadcast this match Live, 
Monday April 07, 2014, 5am AET. 


Seville of Andalusia will host 
Espanyol from Barcelona, Fox 
Sports 2 will air a delayed tele- 
cast of this match, Monday April 
07, 2014, 12.30pm AET. 


ture against Real Sociedad, then 
are faced with just 3 days to travel 
to Germany for their Champions 
League Quarter Final 2nd leg. 
Real Madrid must win and win big 
in the Ist leg, otherwise their en- 
tire season could effectively blow 
up in the next 7 days. 
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P 02 9554 4111 F 02 9554 4115 E goal@soccercity.com.au 


418 Stoney Creek Road, Kingsgrove NSW 2208 


www.soccercity.com.au 


> Soccer Boots from Major Brands 
> Authentic Jerseys 

> Indoor & Turf Shoes 

> Match & Training Balls 


> Training Equipment & Accessories 
> Professional Goalkeeper Products 
> Supporter Merchandise 


> Team Wear (custom madeloff the shelf) 
> Lettering & Numbering 
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Euro Scoreboard 27 
1.HNL _/ SPL Sd Spalie _ RCE 
: Be France 
Last5games P WODHULF A GD Pts wpastgames Last5games Olympique Mars... v Ajaccio 
Ce eee ee  catic 3127 3 1 «79 15 +64 84 WWWWL PW ODL F A GD Pts Most recent first PavAs) 
1 Dinamo Zagreb 28 205 3 61 22 +39 65 LWWWW 2 Aberdeen 30 18 4 8 43 28 +15 583 DWWWL 1 Crvena Zvezda 21162 3 45 #18 +27 50 WWWWW Bastia v Sochaux 
ane a1 8 SO i se) ay WN 3 Motherwell 30 18 3 9 50 44 +6 57 WWDWL 2 Partizan 2115 4 2 42 15 +27 49 WWWWW Bordeaux v Rennes 
SIE Slt Bo WS Be ey eo Wwhow i 4Dundee United 31 15 8 8 56 37 +19 53 WWWLW 3 Cukariéki 2110 5 6 24 20 +4 35 LWDWW Guingamp v Montpellier 
4 Split r 2812) 8983228444) WIDIWIWIE 5 Inverness CT 30 14 6 10 35 30 +5 48 LWLDL 4 Novi Pazar 2110 4 7 2 19 +4 34 LWWWL Lorient v Evian TG 
ee ee sion 3 95 0 8 @ som WWL Signe = «26 6 SB WODDL Tie ve 
aan TO 8 Mi oh AR AR SR LUND 7 Hibernian 31 8 10 13 29 40 -11 34 LLDDL 8 Vojvodina : 218 9 4 26 22 +4 33 WLDDW eat cellos i : 
8 Osijek A 2 i B SB sp © GLO 8 Kilmarnock 318 6 17 38 54 -16 30 LLWLD TRadnickiNiS 217 9 5 20 15 +5 30 LWDDL eae eee Wine we ealnts 
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AQ HwatskiDranc.. 0837 48 5) 44 101 46. WW 10 Partick Thistle 31 6 11 14 33 52 -19 29 LLWDW 9 Spartak Subotica 216 8 7 15 23 -8 26 DDDDD 
oe 11 St. Mirren 317 6 18 29 51 -22 27 LLLWL bela : ; : H re ot a raed 
i = joboda Uzice =| 
eee ye ye Seatene ae, pee 12RadniékiKragu... 215 6 10 21 35 -14 21 LWLLD Hamburger SV v Bayer Leverkusen 
43DonjiSrem 214 8 9 23 27 -4 20 WLLDD Stuttgart v Freiburg 
14 JavorWvanjca 214 8 9 17 24 -7 20 WLDLD ie iar UR at 
150FKBeograd 215 3 13 19 32 -13 18 LLLLD Rissa gaat ities 
16RadBeograd 214 3 14 11 28 -17 15 LLLDW Ein yacht Franny Maine 08 
Borussia Dortmund v Wolfsburg 
; = 7 Eintracht Brau... v Hannover 96 
Bundesliga Super Lig Hertha BSC v Hoffenheim 
Last5games 
P WD LE A GD Pts__ sostredent fis P WDL FA GD Pts __ mostrecent frst owe ace eee, [Croatia 
1 Bayern Minchen 28 25 3 0 82 16 +66 78 DWWWW 1 Ajax 30 19 8 3 62 22 +40 6 WWDDW 4 Fenerbahce 219 3 4 59 27 +32 60 WWWWD Lokomotiva Zagreb v Osijek 
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11 EintrachtFran... 28 8 8 12 35 48 -13 32 LWWLD 41 Cambuur 309 8 13 33 39 6 35 LDWDD 41 Gaziantepspor 27 10 5 12 32 46 -14 35 LLWWW Rad Beograd v OFK Beograd 
12Werder Bremen 28 8 8 12 33 54 -21 32 WLLDW 12 Utrecht 309 8 13 40 55 -15 35 WDDLD 12 Bursaspor 79 «7 «1 «#28 37-9 34 LLLWL Novi Pazar v Jagodina 
13Hannover96 28 «8 «515 «(36 «STS -15 «29: ~XLLLWD 13 NAC Breda 308 10 12 41 47 6 34 LDDLD 13 Konyaspor 79 ~=«5 13 35 37-2 32 DWLLD Spartak Subotica v Crvena Zvezda 
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English Championship 
Leicester City v Sheffield Wedn... 
Wigan Athletic v Leeds United 
Doncaster Rovers v Birmingham City 
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11 Blackburn Rovers 39 13 14 12 52 53 -1 53 DDDDW 11 Sheffield United 39 14 10 15 40 42 -2 52 DLWLD 11 Cheltenham Town 40 12 15 13 46 53 -7 51 WLLDW Gillingham v Rotherham United 
12 Watford 38 13 13 12 60 47 +13 52 WDLWL 12BradfordCity 40 11 16 13 50 48 +2 49 DWLLD 12 Bury 40 11 17 12 47 44 +3 50 WWDDL Bristol City v Preston North End 
13 Middlesbrough 39 11 16 12 49 43 +6 49 WDLDD 13 Coventry City 40 16 11 13 70 69 +1 49 DWWLD 13 Mansfield Town 40 12 14 14 42 52 -10 50 WWDDL Garcilintedrishindenkiown 
14 Sheffield Wedn... 39 12 12 15 48 47 +1 48 LWLWW 14 Gillingham 39 146 «419 51 63 -12 48 WLDWW 14 Hartlepool United 40 13 10 17 46 46 +0 49 LLLWD Colchester United v Tranmere Rovers 
15 Leeds United 39 13 8 18 52 59 -7 47 LLLWL 15 Bristol City 40 10 16 14 62 63 -1 46 LWDDW 15 Accrington Stanley 4012 13 15 47 49 -2 49 WDDWL Port Vale v Walsall 
16 Huddersfield Town 39 12 10 17 50 54 -4 46 DDLLD 16CrawleyTown 37 11 13 13 39 46 -7 46 LLLLW 16 Newport County 39 12 13 14 47 51 -4 49 LDWLD Bradford City v Oldham Athletic 
17 Bolton Wanderers 39 10 15 14 50 55 -5 45 DWDLD 17 Oldham Athletic 40 11 11 18 43 55 -12 44 DDWDL 17AFC Wimbledon 40 12 12 16 42 48 -6 48 LDWDD Wolverhampton ... v Peterborough U 
18 Doncaster Rovers 39 11 10 18 35 57 -22 43 WLWDW 18 Colchester United 40 10 13 17 44 55 -11 43 LLLDW 18 Morecambe 40 12 12 16 45 58 -13 48 LLDLD Brentford v Notts County 
19 Blackpool 39 10 12 17 33 54 -21 42 DLWLW 19NottsCounty 40 12 4 24 54 69 -15 40 WWWLL 19 Exeter City 220 7 47 Si 4 47 LWWDL Sheffield United v Leyton Orient 
20 Birmingham City 39 10 10 19 49 59 -10 40 LWLLD 20 Tranmere Rovers 39 10 10 19 47 69 -22 40 DLLWL 20BristolRovers 40 11 13 16 37 45 -8 46 LWLDL Coventry City v Milton Keynes Dons 
21 Charlton Athletic 37 9 11 17 27 47 -20 38 WLWLW 21 Carlisle United 39 10 10 19 39 61 -22 40 DDLDL 21 Portsmouth 40 10 15 15 40 56 -16 45 WLLLD Crawley Town v Crewe Alexandra 
22 Barnsley 38.8 11 19 38 65 -27 35 WWLLL 22 Crewe Alexandra 40 10 10 20 47 75 -28 40 LLWDD 22 Wycombe Wander 40 10 13 17 39 48 -9 43 DLLDL Shrewsbury Town v Stevenage 
23 Millwall 39 7 12 20 37 69 -32 33 DLLDL 23 Stevenage 40 10 9 21 40 60 -20 39 DDLLD 23 Northampton Town 40 9 13 18 33 54 -21 40 LDDLD . 
24YeovilTown 397 11 21 37 62 -25 32 LDDDL 24 Shrewsbury Town 40 8 14 18 36 50 -14 38 LDWLD 24 Torquay United 409 9 22 35 58 -23 36 LLLWL English League Two 
AFC Wimbledon v Bristol Rovers 
: Torquay United v Scunthorpe United 
Lig ue | Accrington Stanley v Northampton Town 
Cheltenham Town v Southend United 
P WD LF A GD Pts _, Lastgames P WDLF A GD Pts _,,cstgames PWDLEA GD Pts —eatrelenlfist  \ineomne Wandoree Dagenham & Red... 
4 Olympiakos Piraeus 32 27 2 3 87 17 +70 88 WLWWL Wiesel 2 eC a ce ON UA { Benfica goed ae 198 egg OE WW Portsmouth v Hartlepool United 
9 PAOK 32206 6 64 34 430 66 WDWDW 2 Monaco 3118 9 4 50 26 +24 63 LDWWL 2 Sporting CP 217 6 2 47 #17 «+30 57 WWWDW Rochdale v York City 
a AtaTNog 32 189 5 5S! 22 429 68 DLWDW 3.Lille 3116 9 6 35 19 +16 57 WDDWW 3 Porto 215 4 6 45 20 +25 49 LWLWD Rarccanben Mancicichiown 
‘Panathinaikos 0232 19:6 «7~«(53(d 429 63: DWWWW 4SaintEtienne 31 16 6 9 43 28 +15 54 WWLLW 4 Estoril 212 7 6 36 24 +12 43 LDWLW Burton Albion v Plymouth Argyle 
5Asteras Trioolis 32 16 9 7 44 32 +12 57 LWWLW 5 Olympique Lyonnais31 13 9 9 46 37 +9 48 LWLWD 5 Nacional 29 115 35 28 +7 38 WDLLD Oxford United v Fleetwood Town 
ip 3 : 
6 OFI 32 10 1 11 «227 «36 «9 S41 SLWLWD 6 Olympique Mars... 3112 9 10 40 33 +7 #45 DLDLL 6 Sporting Braga 29 5 1 34 #31 +3 32 LDDWL Bury v Exeter City 
7 Ergotelis 32 10 1 11 36 39-3841 WWWLWL 7 Reims 31°11 «119 #39 #40 -1 44 DLDLW 7 Academica ; 28 8 9 18 2 -8 32 WLDDW Scotland 
F 8 Toulouse 3111 #119 «+40 43 -3 +44 DDWWW 8VitoriaGuimaraes 25 9 4 12 25 26 -1 31 LDLLD 
8 Panthrakikos 32 11 8 #13 38 47 = 41 LDWLW 
9 Levadiakos 3212 3 17 38 56 -18 39 WLWLW Solsereteis al i We a sb ee OLE 9 Rio Ave co De ge ae SE ND WDD Ross County v Inverness CT 
TiPenaioles BAO GY ac ak ae ce oI WIE 10 Bastia 31117 +13 33 46 -13 40 LWLLD 10 Maritimo 28 7 10 34 40 -6 31 DLLWL Dundee United v Celtic 
i 4 11 Vitoria Setubal =25 8 6 11 32 37 -5 30 LDWDL F 
41 Panionios 32 10 8 14 32 40 -8 38 WDLWL iin a i 8 i ay ed eh CIDA bie Kilmarnock v St. Johnstone 
12PASGiannina 32 11 4 «17 32 43° -11 37 LDLLD ielRenmegs a) ee So sal NTL Weel Meanie Se ee ae Ne OO Partick Thistle v Heart of Midlo 
i Gib AO -ify Ae a 08 60. a0 Se TEL WEE 13 Lorient 3110 7 14 37 42 -5 37 DLLWD 13 Arouca 2 6 7 12 24 36 12 25 WLWLL Sf MirreniviMotherwell 
ia Xenih Bod 6) T7236 o> ath BEC EWI 14 Nantes 3110 7 14 27 33 -6 37 DWDDL 14Pacosde Ferreira 25 6 5 14 25 46 -21 23 DWWLW Pipeminntanoerisan 
48 Plstaniae 90.8 To 16! ae dae sO ad WWW. 45 Montpellier 316 17 8 35 36 -1 35 DLDLD 15 Belenenses 253 9 13 13 30 -17 18 DLLDL 
AG AGIOR GIG (3318? Ot iG “de ek. A a WLW 16 Guingamp 319 8 14 28 32 -4 35 LLWLW 16 Olhanense 24 6 15 16 40 -24 18 LDLDL Greece 
pi 
é 17 Evian TG 31.8 10 13 30 45 -15 34 WDLWW ———— 
17 Veria 327 11 14 28 50 -22 32 DWLDW : Asteras Tripolis v Aris 
48 Aris 323 «1 18 «(24 «51-27-20 ~LLLDL 18 Valenciennes 317 8 16 32 49 -17 29 DLWWL Wert PaRGHiG® 
19 Sochaux 316 8 17 27 54 -27 26 DLWLW iat ; : 
20 Ajaccio 313 10 18 30 57 -27 19 DWLDL PAS Giannina v Olympiakos Piraeus 
Platanias v Panaitolikos 
Apollon Smirnis v Ergotelis 
OFI v Xanthi 
Kalloni v Panthrakikos 
Panathinaikos v Levadiakos 
THE CHAMPIONSHIP Rotherham United 2 - 1 Bristol City | FRANCE Panthrakikos 2 - 3 Apollon Smirnis PAOK v Atromitos 
Levadiakos 2 - 1 OF | Mid Week Turkey = 


Leeds United 1 - 2 Doncaster Rovers 
Brighton & Hov... 0 - 2 Middlesbrough 
Yeovil Town 1 - 4 Barnsley 
Birmingham City 2 - 4 AFC Bournemouth 
Reading 1 - 1 Huddersfield Town 
Sheffield Wedn... 1 - 4 Watford 
Millwall 2 - 2. Blackburn Rovers 
Queens Park Ra... 1 - 1 Blackpoolo 
Bolton Wanderers 1 - 1 Wigan Athletic 
Derby County 3 - 0 Charlton Athletic 
Ipswich Town 1 - 1 Nottingham Forest 


MidWeek 

Blackburn Rovers 3-3 Brighton & Hov... 
Leeds United 0-1 Charlton Athletic 
Wigan Athletic 2-2 Leicester City 


Walsall 1 - 0 Shrewsbury Town 
Preston North End 1 - 0 Crawley Town 
Leyton Orient 0 - 1 Bradford City 


Mid Week 


Sheffield United 0 - 0 Brentford 


Port Vale 2 - 1 Crawley Town 
Stevenage 0 - 0 Wolverhampton ... 


Coventry City 0 - 0 Bradford City 


Peterborough U... 2 - 0 Colchester United 


York City 1 - 0 Torquay United 


Hartlepool United 2 - 4 Mansfield Town 
Fleetwood Town 3 - 1 Bristol Rovers 
Dagenham & Red 0 - 0 Accrington Stanley 
Plymouth Argyle 1 - 2 Exeter City 
Rochdale 3 - 0 Portsmouth 
Newport County 0 - 0 Bury 
Cheltenham Town 0 - 2 Scunthorpe United 
Burton Albion 1 - 0 Wycombe Wanderers 


Crewe Alexandra 1 - 2 Coventry City 

Milton Keynes Dons 0 - 1 Wolverhampton ... 
Notts County 2 - 0 Colchester United 
Tranmere Rovers 0 - 0 Carlisle United 
Stevenage 1 - 1 Port Vale 

Swindon Town 2 - 1 Sheffield United 
Oldham Athletic 0 - 0 Brentford 


CROATIA 


Hajduk Split 3 - 1 Zadar 

Lokomotiva Zagreb 2 - 1 Hrvatski Drago... 
Osijek 3 - 2 Dinamo Zagreb 

Istra 1961 0 - 1 Rijeka 

Slaven Koprivnica 1 - 2 Split 


Nice 0 - 1 PSG 

Sochaux 1 - 1 Olympique Mars... 
Ajaccio 2 - 2 Toulouse 

Evian TG 1 - 0 Monaco 

Montpellier 0 - 0 Valenciennes 

Nantes 0 - 0 Bordeaux 

Reims 1 - 1 Lorient 

Rennes 3 - 0 Bastia 

Lille 1 - 0 Guingamp 

Olympique Lyonnais 1 - 2 Saint-Etienne 


Schalke 04 2 - 0 Hertha BSC 

Bayern Munchen 3 - 3 Hoffenheim 
Bayer Leverkusen 1 - 1 Eintracht Brau... 
Stuttgart 2 - 3 Borussia Dortmund 
Wolfsburg 2 - 1 Eintracht Fran... 

Mainz 05 3 - 0 Augsburg 

Freiburg 3 - 2 Nurnberg 

Borussia M’gla... 3 - 1 Hamburger SV 
Hannover 96 1 - 2 Werder Bremen 


Panaitolikos 0 - 0 Veria 
Panionios 3 - 0 Asteras Tripolis 
Atromitos 0 - 0 Panathinaikos 
PAOK 2 - 1 Kalloni 

Ergotelis 1 - 0 PAS Giannina 


Olympiakos Piraeus 1 - 0 Aris 
Xanthi 2 - 3 Platanias 


RKC Waalwijk 0 - 2 Ajax 

Twente 1-1 ADO Den Haag 

Go Ahead Eagles 2 - 1 NAC Breda 
Utrecht 1 - 0 Cambuur 

Heracles 1 - 2 Feyenoord 


PORTUGAL 
Belenenses 1 - 1 Pacos de Ferreira 


Sporting CP 1 - 0 Vitoria Guimaraes 
Arouca 1 - 0 Vitéria Setubal 
Académica 2 - 1 Olhanense 

Estoril 0 - 1 Rio Ave 

Gil Vicente 1 - 1 Maritimo 

Sporting Braga 0 - 1 Benfica 
Nacional 2 - 1 Porto 


Dundee United 2 - 1 Inverness CT 
Aberdeen 1 - 1 Dundee United 
Celtic 1 - 1 Ross County 
Inverness CT 2-2 St. Mirren 
Motherwell 1 - 2 Kilmarnock 

St. Johnstone 1 - 1 Partick Thistle 
Heart of Midlo... 2 - 0 Hibernian 


Inverness CT v Motherwell 
Heart of Midlo... v Aberdeen 


SERBIA 


Donji Srem 4 - 1 Radniéki Kragu... 
Javor lvanjica 1 - 0 Novi Pazar 
Sloboda Uzice 1 - 0 Rad Beograd 
Crvena Zvezda 5 - 1 Vozdovac 
OFK Beograd 0 - 2 Partizan 
Napredak 0 - 0 Spartak Subotica 
Jagodina 4 - 2 Cukari¢ki 
Vojvodina 1 - 0 Radniéki Nis 


Kasimpasa 3 - 0 Kayseri Erciye... 
Karabiikspor 1 - 0 Besiktas 
Sivasspor 3 - 2 Gaziantepspor 
Elazigspor 0 - 0 Trabzonspor 
Akhisar Beledi... 2 - 3 Rizespor 
Konyaspor 0 - 0 Galatasaray 
Kayserispor 3 - 1 Antalyaspor 


Eskisehirspor 0 - 1 Genglerbirligi 
Fenerbahce 3 - 0 Bursaspor 


Gaziantepspor v Kasimpasa 
Akhisar Beledi... v Eskigehirspor 
Antalyaspor v Konyaspor 
Besiktas v Kayserispor 

Rizespor v Karabiikspor 

Kayseri Erciye... v Elazigspor 
Bursaspor v Sivasspor 
Galatasaray v Fenerbahce 


PEC Zwolle v Groningen 
Heerenveen v PSV 

NAC Breda v Twente 

NEC v Cambuur 

Heracles v Go Ahead Eagles 
ADO Den Haag v Utrecht 
Feyenoord v RKC Waalwijk 
Vitesse v Ajax 

Roda JC v AZ 


Portugal 


Vitoria Guimaraes v Estoril 
Olhanense v Sporting Braga 
Pacos de Ferreira v Sporting CP 
Maritimo v Arouca 

Gil Vicente v Belenenses 

Vitoria Setubal v Nacional 

Porto v Académica 

Benfica v Rio Ave 
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CUT THIS ADVERT OUT AND RECEIVE 
A FREE GRASSHOPPER SOCCER WATER BOTTLE 
Se ONCE YOU ENROL. OFFER ENDS MAY 3*° 2014 


AL TO FIND YOUR NEAREST LOCATION AND TO ENROL, GO T0 
GRASSHOPPERSOCCER.COM.AU 
td 
GRASSHOPPER SOCCER NOW FRANCHISING! 
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Talent aged 4-12 for 
Introduction and Elite Programs www.realfutbol.com.au _f Tube 
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